HITCHMOUGH’S
BLACK COUNTRY PUBS

OLDBURY

(Inc. Causeway GREEN, LANGLEY, ROUNDs GREEN, TIVIDALE)

4th. Edition - © 2021 Tony Hitchmough. All Rights Reserved
www.longpull.co.uk



INTRODUCTION

Tony Hitchmough believed that the pub has always been the heart of the community; pubs were
places where people met and talked, played games and sports, held meetings, took trips, and the
buildings themselves also had a story to tell.

About fifty years ago, realising that things were changing, pubs being demolished and altered, he
started to collect information from any sources available. Around that time the Black Country
Bugle first appeared; he found the contents and letters engaging. He visited the archives of the
Black Country boroughs. Directories were an invaluable source for licensees’ names, enabling him
to build up lists. Censuses, church registers and licensing registers, also were consulted, where
available. Newspaper articles provided many items of human interest (eg. inquests, crimes, civic
matters, industrial relations), which would be of value not only to a pub historian, but to local and
social historians and genealogists alike.

Technology has enabled the entire archive to be released digitally, rather than sections as magazine
articles or as a book. The files contain information about every pub that has been found to exist
in each of the districts within the Black Country (new pubs are being discovered even now). All
files are available for free download by anyone interested.

Thanks go to the people such as Keith Hodgkins, Denis Harper and Robert Walker, and the many
others, who have allowed their own photographs to be used and provided additional information.
In 2010 Tony was asked by the relatives of the late John V. Richards to sort through his own archive
of material, in order to redistribute it to appropriate groups. This was very useful in confirming,
and providing new, information. He was also asked to disseminate information gathered by Jim
Laws, Wolverhampton CAMRA’s pub preservation officer/pub historian.

Tony himself, unfortunately, due to health problems, can no longer participate in the project, but
felt proud when the British Library decided that Hitchmough’s Black Country Pubs should be saved
for the future, and started to archive our website.

I hope you find these files useful. Please, if you can, show your appreciation by contributing
information or photographs.

The work, as ever, continues.

Janet Parker (Mrs. Hitchmough)
July 2021

hbcpinfo@yahoo.com

Hitchmough



DISTRICTS

The districts covered are as follows:

Bilston (inc. Bradley, Hallfields)

Brierley Hill (inc. Pensnett, Quarry Bank, Round Oak)

Darlaston  (inc. Butcroft, Moxley, Wood'’s Bank)

Dudley (inc. Harts Hill, Kates Hill, Priory, Woodside)

Halesowen (inc. Colley Gate, Cradley, Hasbury, Lapal)

Kingswinford (inc. Himley, Wall Heath)

Netherton (inc. Darby End, Dudley Wood, Saltwells, Windmill End)

Oldbury (inc. Causeway Green, Langley, Oakham, Rounds Green, Tividale)
Rowley Regis (inc. Blackheath, Cradley Heath, Old Hill, Whiteheath)

Sedgley (inc. Coseley, The Gornals, Woodsetton)

Smethwick (inc. Bearwood, Londonderry, Warley)

Stourbridge (inc. Lye, Wollaston, Wollescote)

Tipton (inc. Burnt Tree, Dudley Port, Great Bridge, Princes End, Toll End)

Walsall (inc. Bloxwich, Leamore, Palfrey, Pelsall, Rushall, Shelfield, Walsall Wood)
Wednesbury (inc. Kings Hill, Leabrook, Mesty Croft)

Wednesfield (inc. Ashmore Park, Fallings Park, Heath Town, Moseley Village, Park Village, Wood End)
West Bromwich (inc. Golds Green, Greets Green, Hill Top, Lyndon)

Willenhall (inc. Bentley, New Invention, Portobello, Short Heath)

Wolverhampton (inc. Blakenhall, Codsall, Oxley, Penn, Tettenhall, Whitmore Reans)

BOOKMARKS

Clicking on the Bookmarks in the panel on the left will take you to the chosen location.

If your computer uses Windows, Bookmarks with a + (a plus sign) on the left hand side have submenus and clicking on
the plus sign (which will change to a minus sign) will reveal the contents. Clicking on the minus sign will hide the contents
of the submenu.

If your computer uses Apple, clicking on the right pointing arrow to the left of the Bookmark will display the submenu; it
will turn to a downward pointing arrow which when clicked will hide the submenu.

For more information please consult the Adobe Acrobat Reader help system.



ACORN SALE AT THE ACORN,
OLDBURY GREEN.
TO BE SOLD BY AUCTION,
New Street, Oldbury Green, OLDBURY Y Mr. HAWKINS, upon the Premises asabove,

on MONDAY NEXT, December 16th— of the
HOUSEHOLD FURNITURE, PUBLIC HBOUSE FIXTURES,
Brewing Veesels, Malt Mill, wellssasoned Casks, and other
Eﬂ'ouuhhelon;iu o !llr Joseph Brown, who is docli;ning :}I:o
Pablie Basiness.—Catalogoes are ready, and may be had from the
OWNERS Auctionesr, Rriado!.—h.re to oommou;e at Ten,o'cloek‘
The HOUSE to be LET, with immadiate Possession. 5052

1850
LICENSEES

Joseph Brown [1850]
John Daly [1853] - [1855]

NOTES

Birmingham Journal 14/12/1850 - Advert

“Sale at the ACORN, Oldbury Green.

To be Sold by Auction, by Mr. Hawkins, upon the Premises as above, on Monday Next, December 16th.

Part of the Household Furniture, Public House Fixtures, Brewing Vessels, Malt Mill, well-seasoned Casks, and other
Effects, belonging to Mr. Joseph Brown, who is declining the Public Business.

Catalogues are ready, and may be had from the Auctioneer, Brierley.

Sale to commence at Ten o’clock.

The House to be Let, with immediate Possession.”

John Daly, beer retailer, ACORN, New Street. [1855]

Birmingham Journal 3/11/1855 - Notice

“In the County Court of Staffordshire, holden at Oldbury.

Whereas a Petition of John Daly, now and for these three years last past residing in New Street, Oldbury, in the
parish of Hales Owen, in the county of Worcester, carrying on business as a Beerseller, and occasionally working as
a Labourer at Messrs. Chance and Brothers’ Chemical Works, at Oldbury aforesaid, an Insolvent Debtor, having been
filed in the County Court of Staffordshire at Oldbury, and an Interim Order for Protection from Process having been
given to the said John Daly under the provisions of the Statutes in that case made and provided, the said John Daly
is hereby required to appear in the said Court, to be holden at Oldbury aforesaid, before the Judge of the said Court,
on the 17th day of November, 1855, at Ten o’clock in the forenoon precisely, for his First Examination touching his
Debts, Estate, and Effects, and to be further dealt with according to the provisions of the said Statutes; and Notice
is hereby given, that the Choice of Assignees is to take place at the time so appointed. All Persons indebted to the
said John Daly, or who have any of his Effects, are not to pay or deliver the same but to Mr. Joseph Heapy Watson,
the Clerk of the said Court, who is the Official Assignee of the Estate and Effects of the said Insolvent, at his Offices
at the Court House, in Oldbury aforesaid.

Dated the 20th day of October, 1855.

J. B. Smith, Attorney, Horsley Heath.”
IN THE COUNTY COURT UF STAFFURUSHIRE,

AT O

RoLpew LDBORY.
HEREAS a Petition of JOHN DALY, uow




ALBION

15, (41), (42), Freeth Street, OLDBURY

OWNERS

Richard Clifton

Mrs. Clifton, Whiteheath

W. Showell and Sons

Showells Brewery Co. Ltd.

Ind Coope and Allsopp (acquired in 1936)
Ansells Ltd. (acquired in 1960)

LICENSEES

Richard Clifton [1850] - 1856);

Edwin Clifton (1856 - [1859]

Emma Clifton [1860] - [1865]

Richard John Cooper [] - 1868);

Mary Chatwin (1868 - [ ]

Richard Cooper [1870]

Richard Whitehead [1871]

Joseph Pugh [] - 1872);

Philip Pigoft (1872 - [1873]

John Russell [1874] - [1875]

Arthur Bradley® [1876] — [1883]

Felix Wills [1884]

Arthur Bradley* [1886] - 1891);
Walter Pitto  (1891);

Robert James Roberts (1891 - 1892);
Thomas Garbett (1892 - 1894);
Walter Showell and Sons (Showell’s Brewery Co. Ltd)
Robert Jones [1896] - [1901] manager
Thomas Jones [1900] - [1903] manager?
Joseph Aston [1911] - [1912] manager
Joseph Aston (1914 - 1922);

Joseph Onions (1922 - 1932);

Harold Troman (1932 - 1935);
Raymond Phipps (1935 - 1939);
George William Priest (1939 - 1941);
Gertrude Priest (1941 - 1942);

Frank Arthur Pratley (1942 - 1945);
William Homer (1945 - 1951);
Leonard ‘Len’ Feeney (1951 - 1952);
Stanley ‘Stan’ James (1952 - 1953);
Edwin Morse (1953 - 1954);

Frederick Henry Phipps (1954 - 1955);
Bertram Broadway Newman (1955 - 1956);
John William Grainger (1956);

Wilfred Bass (1956 - 1957);

Dennis Lewis (1957 - [1962]

1983

M.Blé(h}:‘l INN, mu:m STREET, ULDBUK\'
Y 0 WOO'I'I\JH.—-'I\O be IJIB&‘OEBD OF by

rmv;n rmn' Rent £40. ; ht off £13, Iocoming
bout £300. m—lm Wootton, Parsdiss
atu\-:i. West B!umrinh. (7]

1870

(1894 - 1914);



NOTES

42, Freeth Street [1871], [1873]
41, Freeth Street [1881]
15, Freeth Street [1896], [1916], [1921], [1939]

Birmingham Journal 21/7/1849

“On Monday last a man named Garrett Callagan, who said he came from Birmingham, was committed to prison by
James Hunt, Esq, for passing bad money, on Saturday, the 14th inst. The prisoner, it seems, went to Mrs. Flavell’s,
in Truth Street, Oldbury, and tendered her a shilling in payment for some bread, but she detected that it was not so
good as it should be, and ordered the prisoner about his business. At this time the prisoner had a lad with him;
however, he left the lad in the street, and went into Mrs. Clifton’s, the ALBION INN, and called for half a pint of
beer, for which he again tendered the shilling, which Mrs. Cliffon also told him was a bad one, and one of the other
customers put the shilling between his teeth and bit it in two. The prisoner was allowed to go away, and in about
twenty minutes returned again and called for half a pint of fourpenny, and tendered a sixpence in payment, which
was also detected as bad, very bad. The prisoner then tried to make his escape, but was secured and handed over to
the care of the police. The boy effected his escape.

Worcester Journal 18/7/1850

“On Monday morning last, a man named Frederick Brown, was apprehended by Inspector Chipp and PC Bullock,
in Lowesmoor, in this city, on suspicion of stealing a horse, he having sold a most valuable animal in our fair on
Monday se’nnight, for £6 10s. The prisoner lives in the neighbourhood of Oldbury, and the horse belongs to Mr.
Richard Clifton, of the ALBION INN in that place. He came to this city again on the morning of his apprehension
with another fine horse which he had stolen from Mr. John Johns, of Oldbury, and which he was offering for sale for
£8, when the officers took him into custody. Mr. Johns values his animal at £20. He will be taken to Oldbury this
(Wednesday) afternoon, in custody of Inspector Chipp, and no doubt committed for trial at the Assizes.”

Birmingham Journal 27/7/1850
“Worcester Assizes.....
Frederick Brown, for stealing a horse, the property of Richard Clifton, Hales Owen, seven years’ transportation.”

1851 Census

Freeth Street

[1] Richard Clifton (45), maltster and victualler, born Oldbury;
[2] Sarah Clifton (41), wife, born Oldbury;

[3] Susan Clifton (20), daughter, born Oldbury;

[4] Edwin Clifton (18), son, maltster, born Oldbury;

[5] Samuel Clifton (16), son, grocer’s apprentice, born Oldbury;
[6] Vaughton Clifton (13), son, scholar, born Oldbury;

[7] Sarah Clifton (8), daughter, scholar, born Oldbury;

[8] Mary Clifton (10 months), daughter, born Oldbury;

[?] Elizabeth Price (13), house servant, born Oldbury:

Birmingham Journal 1/1/1853 - Advert

“Valuable and Improving Freehold Houses, Buildings, and Wharf Land, in the centre of the Town of Oldbury, in the
County of Worcester.

To be Sold by Auction, by Messrs. Hammond and Oldfield (by order of the Executors of the late Samuel Nightingale)
on Tuesday, the 18th day of January inst, at Six o’clock in the afternoon, at the house of Mr. Richard Clifion, the
ALBION INN, Freeth Street, Oldbury, subject to conditions then to be produced.....”

Birmingham Journal 27/8/1853 - Married
“On the 23rd inst, at the Parish Church, Oldbury, (by the Rev. Mr. Griffin) Mr. Elijah Davis, of Portway House, to
Susan, eldest daughter of Mr. Richard Clifton.”



Wolverhampton Chronicle 24/10/1855

“On Wednesday evening the coroner, R. Docker, Esq, held an adjourned inquest at the house of Mr. Richard Clifton,
the ALBION INN, Oldbury, on the body of a man named Thomas Turner, aged 61, who met with his death on
Tuesday week, whist engaged in a pumping pit belonging to Captain Bennitt. It appeared from the evidence that the
deceased was employed by Captain Bennitt as managing engineer, and that having with another man been engaged
during the night of Monday week in drawing a number of rods out of an engine pit at Rounds Green Colliery, he at
the time of the accident was standing upon a scaffold in the pit while a large weight was being lifted, and that the
capstan rope broke in the attempt, fell upon him, and crushed him an a fearful manner. The other man escaped. It
is supposed to have been a sudden jerk that caused the capstan rope to break. A portion of the rope was examined
by the jurymen, who were perfectly satisfied with its condition. It was stated to have been the business of the
deceased to see that the tackle was in good working order, as he had the sole management, and could have had a new
rope whenever he thought proper. A verdict of Accidental Death was returned.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 14/11/1855

“On Tuesday, at the ALBION INN, Oldbury, before R. Docker, Esq, an inquest was held on the body of a man named
Thomas Hughes, who was killed on the Ist instant by a fall of about 30cwt of coal, whilst engaged in a coal pit at
Langley Green, belonging to Messrs. Johnson, Probert, and Mason. The inquest was attended by T. Wynne, Esq,
who had made an examination of the pit, and who expressed himself as being satisfied that there had been no want
of usual precaution in the matter, and a verdict was then returned of Accidental Death.”

AND

“On Tuesday an inquest was held before the Coroner, R. Docker, Esq, at the house of Mr. Richard Clifton, the
ALBION INN, Oldbury, on the body of a young lad named John Little, who was killed on the night of the 25th
ultimo, in a coal pit belonging to Mr. Joseph Hackett, at Causeway Green. Mr. Wynne, the Government Inspector
of Coal Mines, was present.

It will be remembered that one of the two men (William Harris) who were engaged with the deceased at the time of
the occurrence was also suffocated, and the other, William Booth (erroneously stated last week to be Gould), had an
extraordinary escape by climbing the pit chain.

From the evidence of Booth, who was sufficiently recovered to be able to attend the inquest, and from the evidence
of other witnesses, who went to the pit bank on the morning following the occurrence, the additional facts to those
before stated appear to be these.

That the deceased, and the witness Booth, were on the night in question engaged in driving a gate road (which was
nine feet wide and from two to three feet high) at the bottom of the shaft, which they descended at six pm; that they
had driven the rock to a distance of twenty yards from the bottom of the shaft, which was about 180 yards deep; that
at 9.35 they came out of the workings to the bottom, to have supper; that the damp came first down the shaft to the
candles, there being a heading or air-way fourteen yards above them, which led into another shaft; that their candles
were put out by this damp; that the ‘fire stink’ began to rush upon them very heavily; that both the deceased tried to
climb the chain, but failed; that Booth then took off his shoes, climbed the chain, and after ‘hard struggling for his
life” as he ascended through the ‘fire stink,’ reached a height of 150 yards, and there remained fastened by his strap
and shirt to the chain for the whole of the night, till five next morning. The others remained at the bottom, they
having nowhere else to go, and were suffocated.

There was no one allowed to remain on the pit bank during the night; neither was there any arrangement in case of
danger, to enable the men at the bottom to communicate to the top. He (Booth) once did ‘beg hard’ for the whimsey
man to be allowed to remain during the night, but this was when they were first engaged in blowing the rock. They
had a whimsey man for one night, but he was refused afterwards by the doggy, whose name was William Mogg.
Booth had never met with the damp in that pit previous to that night.

In answer to the Inspector, the man said they had commenced the trumpeting from the air-head referred to to the part
of the pit where the deceased were engaged, but owing to its being unfinished, it was of no service, and owing to
this the smoke of the powder used in blasting was almost overpowering. He and the other men frequently complained
of this to the doggy, who said there was not much of the trumpeting to finish, and it should be done. If there had
been means of carrying away the fire stink, he did not think the occurrence would have taken place; and he (Booth)
was also of opinion that there could not have been sufficient dams in the air-head to keep back the fire stink. The
other pit ought to have ‘drawn,” but owing to the high winds on that particular night, the shafts ‘strove’ with each
other, as they sometimes would, so that the fire stink went into the bottom of the blowing shaft; nothing was said or
done to prevent this, which was not usual. There were no signals in the pit.



The pit was under the superintendence of a ground bailiff (Mr. Charles Bromley), according to whose evidence he
visited the pit on the 11th ult, and again of the 30th. On the first occasion he gave instructions to the doggy for the
trumpeting to be done, and ‘if the shaft was safe to work in, he was to work, and not without.” The fire stink had
previously broken out in the other pit. The trumpeting was being finished on the 2nd instant, and consequently had
not been done when the men were killed.

Mr. Wynne strictly cross-examined this witness, who candidly admitted that nothing had been done by way of
meeting the provisions of the act passed in August, and to come into operation on the 1st of January next, although
if its rules had been observed, the accident could not have happened.

In summing up the Coroner said the ground bailiff’s orders to the doggy did not appear to have been so peremptory
as the nature of the case demanded; it was a great pity in this case that there was no law which went further than the
law at present did for the careless manner in which he understood the pits in this district were worked; it ought to
be, and would be hoped in a short time be the subject of legislation. Under these circumstances, Mr. Docker
concluded, I cannot advise you there is anybody criminally to blame here, but I regret it is not so.

The Jury consulted and returned a verdict of Accidental Death, it being their opinion that the doggy should be
reprimanded for not getting the trumpeting done speedily, and there ought to be some one at the top of the pit during
the night.

The Inspector: Let me catch a pit after the 1st of January without a signal; or if anybody will give me the information
I shall be glad; the penalty is £5 and £1 per day, while the omission is continued.

The Coroner suitably reprimanded Mogg, expressing his belief that if he had properly discharged his duty the lives
of two persons might have been saved.”

Birmingham Journal 22/12/1855

“On Wednesday, an inquest was held at the house of Mr. Richard Clifton, the ALBION INN, before the Coroner, R.
Docker, Esq, on the body of a man, 26 years of age, named William Dearns, who was employed as a carpenter by
Mr. Samuel Johnson, and who was killed in one of the water pits, at the Brades, on Thursday, the 13th instant. The
evidence showed that the deceased descended the water pit at eight o’clock in the morning, to change one of the
pumping buckets, and that at half-past nine he gave a signal to be drawn higher up the shaft. He was then 150 yards
down, and when drawn up about 16 yards higher (he intended to have ascended 50 yards), the horse of the gin which
was drawing him up was suddenly stopped, and it was supposed the deceased had become entangled in some of the
scaffolding. The gin horse was driven backwards, and after waiting for a while for a signal from the deceased, the
driver drew up the ‘horse’ on which the deceased had descended, and found it was empty. John Darbey, an engineer,
descended the shaft, and found Dearns on the scaffold in a state of insensibility. He must have fallen 16 yards. There
was cut at the back of the deceased’s head. He died in half an hour. A verdict of Accidental Death was returned.”

Richard Clifton - see also WHITEHEATH TAVERN, Rowley Regis.

Worcestershire Chronicle 29/10/1856
“At Halesowen, on Tuesday week, the following licenses were transferred.....
ALBION, from Richard Clifton to Edwin Clifton, his son.”

Bells Life in London and Sporting Chronicle 21/3/1858

“J. Marshall of Oldbury not being satisfied with his late defeat with Adrian Mountfield of Blackheath, will run him
again, 200 yards, for £10 a side, if he will give three yards start, to come off in a fortnight from the first deposit.
Money ready at Mr. E. Clifton’s, ALBION INN, Freeth Street, Oldbury, any night next week.”

Bells Life in London and Sporting Chronicle 23/1/1859
“John Marshall of Oldbury will run Samuel Smith 120 yards, and give him two yards start, for £5 a side. Money
ready at Mr. Clifton’s, ALBION INN, Freeth Street, Oldbury, any night next week.”



Aris’s Birmingham Gazette 31/10/1859 - Advert

“Clifton Mining Company, Titford, Oldbury, Worcestershire.

To be Sold by Auction, by Joshua Hammond, on Tuesday the 8th day of November next, at six o’clock in the
afternoon, at the house of Mr. Edwin Clifton, called the ALBION INN, Oldbury (in consequence of the death of one
of the Partners), subject to such conditions as will be then produced.

All the Ungotten Mines of Coal, Ironstone, and other Mines and Minerals (except surface Clay) lying and being in
and under those closes and parcels of Land, situated at Oldbury, in the county of Worcester, containing 20A 3R 35P,
or thereabouts, of surface measurement, together with the twenty-eight horse-power Steam-Engine, Tramways, and
Colliery Plant, belonging to the said Colliery; and also so much of the Surface Clay as may be necessary for working
and getting the said Mines and Minerals.

The Purchaser may have the option of purchasing the Pit Railways, Skips, Rings, Boats, and other Working
Materials, at a fair valuation.

Note. The Thick Coal has been worked on the west side of the Estate by H. B. Whitehouse, Esq, and on the east
side by Messrs. Johnson and others.

The Mines may be viewed, and a plan of the workings seen, upon application to Mr. Aaron Peacock, Mine Agent,
Brades, Oldbury.

Plans and further particulars may be obtained on application to Messrs. Ingleby, Wragge, and Evans, Solicitors,
Bennetts Hill; or the Auctioneer, 21, Waterloo Street, all of Birmingham.”

1861 Census

Freeth Street — ALBION INN

[1] Emma Clifton (27), widow, publican, born Holms Chappel, Cheshire;

[2] Sarah Clifton (1), daughter, born Oldbury;

[3] Ellen Joiner (21), domestic servant, born Wotton Werain [Wootton Wawen?], Warwickshire:

Richard John Cooper issued tokens from here.

Birmingham Daily Post 23/6/1870 - Advert

“ALBION INN, Freeth Street, Oldbury.

Capital Old-Licensed House, doing a good trade.

By C. Wootton. To be Disposed Of by Private Treaty. Rent £40; let off £13. In-coming about £200. Satisfactory
reasons.

Apply, C. Wootton, Paradise Street, West Bromwich.”

1871 Census

42, Freeth Street

[1] Richard Whitehead (43), charter master and publican, born Wolverhampton;
[2] Elizabeth Whitehead (39), wife, born Donnington Wood, Shropshire;

[3] Hannah Whitehead (16), daughter, scholar, born Wolverhampton;

[4] William Whitehead (13), son, scholar, born Wolverhampton;

[5] Elizabeth Whitehead (2), daughter, born West Bromwich;

[6] Sarah Jane Lanford (13), general servant, born Oldbury:

AND

41, Freeth Street — Malthouse

Richard Whitehead issued tokens from here.

Birmingham Daily Post 4/11/1871 - Advert

“Sale of Property, at Langley Green, Oldbury.

Mr. Edward Cox has received instructions to Sell by Auction, at the ALBION INN, Freeth Street, Oldbury, on
Tuesday, the 14th day of November next, at Six o’clock in the evening, subject to conditions of sale then to be
read.....”



Birmingham Daily Post 30/12/1871

“At the ALBION INN, Freeth Street, Oldbury, an inquest was held on Thursday by Mr. R. Docker, coroner, upon
the body of William Bastable, 61 years of age, who resided in Inkerman Street, and had been for many years engaged
as watchman at the Furnaces. On the evening of Christmas Day deceased was on his way to Rounds Green in search
of a man who was wanted at the works, when he was taken suddenly ill, and fell down in the road near Mr. Sadler’s
offices. Some men came by shortly afterwards, but, thinking Bastable was helplessly drunk, passed on. The
circumstance was afterwards communicated to the deceased’s wife, who went in search of her husband, but upon her
arrival at the place indicated, the old man had ceased to breathe. The deceased had been unwell for some time, and
the Jury returned a verdict of Died from Natural Causes.”

London Gazette 10/1/1873

“The Bankruptcy Act, 1869. In the County Court of Staffordshire, holden at Oldbury.

In the Matter of Proceedings for Liquidation by Arrangement or Composition with Creditors, instituted by Joseph
Pugh, formerly of the ALBION INN, Freeth-street, Oldbury, in the county of Worcester, Licensed Victualler, but
now of Broadwell-road, Oldbury aforesaid, Painter, in furnished lodgings.

Notice is hereby given, that a First General Meeting of the creditors of the above-named person has been summoned
to be held at the offices of William Shakespeare, No.55,Church-street, Oldbury, in the county of Worcester, Solicitor,
on the 25th day of January, 1873, at eleven o’clock in the forenoon precisely.

Dated this 7th day of January, 1873.

William Shakespeare, Church-street, Oldbury, Worcestershire, Attorney for the said Debtor.”

Birmingham Daily Post 9/4/1873

“Worcestershire Easter Sessions.....

Susanna Charland pleaded guilty to having robbed her mistress, Mrs. Piggott, of the ALBION INN, Oldbury, of
various articles of clothing, and was sentenced to four months’ hard labour.”

Birmingham Daily Post 30/6/1874 - Advert
“Bargain. Four-wheeled Phaeton for Sale, as good as new. Price £15.
Apply at Mr. John Russell’s, ALBION INN, Freeth Street, Oldbury.”

Worcestershire Journal 9/1/1875

“Worcestershire Epiphany Quarter Sessions.....

Esther Kiteley, 34, labourer, was indicted for stealing £4 10s from the person of William Hare, at Oldbury, on the
14th of December. The prosecutor, a married man, stated that he met with the prisoner on the evening of the day in
question, and whilst he was in her company, he asserted, the robbery was committed. Mr. Godson prosecuted. The
prisoner stated that she was with a few friends at a public house on the evening upon which the robbery was
committed. The prisoner was found guilty. She had been previously convicted for felony, and had twice been
indicted for stealing from the person. Sentenced to twelve months’ imprisonment.

The learned vice-chairman said that the Court would mark its sense of the conduct of the prosecutor by disallowing
his personal expenses.”

AND

Worcestershire Chronicle 9/1/1875

“Worcestershire Epiphany Sessions..... Esther Kiteley (34) was charged with stealing from the person of William
Hare on the 14th December, 1874, at Oldbury, £4 10s. Mr. Godson prosecuted, the prisoner being undefended.

It appeared that the woman was not so virtuous as might be desired, and when at the ALBION INN, on the evening
in question, she met the prosecutor, she ‘relieved’ him of the money in question.

After deliberating for nearly an hour without agreeing upon a verdict, the Chairman reminded the Jury that it would
be his duty to order them to be locked up if there was any probability of a verdict not being returned shortly, as it
was important that the business of the Court should be proceeded with without unnecessary delay. Another
consultation ensued amongst the Jury, after which the foreman said they preferred to be ‘locked up,’ as there was no
prospect of them agreeing upon a verdict. They were accordingly taken in charge by the officer of the Court, and
imprisoned in a room without fire, food, or water. After being absent about 20 minutes, the Jury returned and
recorded a verdict of guilty. Previous convictions were proved against the prisoner, who the Chairman, in sentencing
to 12 months’ hard labour, characterised as an habitual prostitute thief. The Court disallowed the expenses of the
prosecutor.”



County Express 8/5/1875

“At the Police Court, on Monday, John Russell, landlord of the ALBION INN, Freeth, was fined 40s and costs, for
keeping open during prohibited hours on the 18th ult, and three men who were found drinking on the premises at the
time were each fined 5s and costs.”

London Gazette 21/1/1876

“The Bankruptcy Act, 1869. In the County Court of Staffordshire, holden at Oldbury.

In the Matter of Proceedings for Liquidation by Arrangement or Composition with Creditors, instituted by John
Russell, late of the ALBION INN, Fruth-street, Oldbury, Licensed Victualler, but now living in lodgings at the
GREYHOUND INN, Spon-lane, West Bromwich, in the county of Stafford, out of business.

Notice is hereby given, that a First General Meeting of the creditors of the above-named person has been summoned
to be held at the offices of Mr. William Shakespeare, 55, Church-street, Oldbury, in the county of Worcester, on the
2nd day of February, 1876, at eleven o’clock in the forenoon precisely.

Dated this 17th day of January, 1876.

William Shakespeare, 55, Church-street, Oldbury, Worcestershire, Solicitor for the said Debtor.”

Sporting Life 8/4/1876

“Alexandra Park, Rood End, Oldbury. Easter Holidays.

Mr. John Gumbley will give £13 to be run for in a 200 yards all-England dog handicap on Saturday and Monday,
April 15 and 17 — first prize £10, second £2, third £1. Entrance s each, no acceptance. All entries to be made at
the ground, or at.....

Mr. 4. Bradley’s, ALBION INN, Oldbury.”

Bells Life in London and Sporting Chronicle 3/2/1877

“Mr. Nuttall will give £10 to be run for in an all-England dog handicap, distance 200 yards, for dogs of all weights,
on be run on Mondays, February 12 and 19 — first prize £8; second £1 10s; third 10s. Entrance 1s each; no
acceptance. Entrances to be sent not later that Wednesday, February 7 (Thursday morning’s post in time), to be made
at the grounds; Mr. Rickbury, Old Plough, Suffolk Street, Birmingham; Mr. Bradley, ALBION INN, Oldbury; Mr.
Fairn, RAILWAY INN, Wednesbury; Mr. Brindley, COCK INN, Willenhall; Mr. Stevens, RAILWAY INN, Walbrook;
Darby Tom, 29, New Cross Street, Tipton; Mr. E. Darby, CROSS KEY'S INN, Walsall, or Mr. Parsons, FOX AND
GOOSE INN, Darby End. Conditions as usual.”

Sporting Life 6/10/1877

“Royal Oak Recreation Grounds, Burnt Tree.

Mr. T. Walker, of Burnt Tree, and Mr. W. Taylor will give £6 10s to be run for on Mondays, October 15 and 22 — first
prize £5, second £1, third 10s; entrance 1s each, and no acceptance. Entrances to be made not later than Tuesday,
October 9, at the grounds, or at.....

Mr. 4. Bradley’s, ALBION INN, Oldbury.”

Sporting Life 13/10/1877

“Cross Keys Running Grounds, Hednesford.

Messrs. Birch and Bullock will give £10 to be run for in a 135 yards all-England foot handicap on Hednesford
Wakes, Monday and Tuesday, Oct. 29 and 30 — first prize £8, second £1 10s, third 10s. Entrance 1s, no acceptance.
Entries to be made to.....

Mr. Bradley, ALBION INN, Oldbury.”

Sporting Life 9/3/1878

“Alexandra Running Grounds, Bloxwich.

Mr. T. Marshall, jun, will give £7 10s to be run for in an all-England 150 yard dog handicap on Mondays, March 18
and 25 — first prize £6, second £1, third 10s. Entries 1s each. Entries to be made at.....

Mr. A. Bradley’s, ALBION INN, Oldbury.”



Sporting Life 13/11/1880

“William Oakes, of Oldbury, will run his bitch, the French poodle against Bradley’s Jenny (if Mr. Bradley will agree
to run at Lea Brook Grounds), the best of twenty-five courses, for £20 a-side. The French poodle to be 141b, and
Jenny 13%lb. If this does not suit, any dog or bitch in England can have the job on the same terms. A match can be
made at the ALBION INN, Freeth Street, Oldbury.”

1881 Census

41, Freeth Street — ALBION INN

[1] Arthur Bradley (44), licensed victualler, born Oldbury;

[2] Hannah Bradley (40), wife, born Oldbury;

[3] Sarah H. Bradley (19), daughter, born Hagley Hay, Staffordshire;
[4] Nelly Bradley (18), daughter, born Oldbury;

[5] Mary A. Bradley (15), daughter, scholar, born Oldbury;

[6] Annie Bradley (13), daughter, scholar, born Oldbury;

[7] Florence Bradley (11), daughter, scholar, born Oldbury;

[8] Frank Bradley (2 months), son, born Oldbury;

[9] Ellen Dalton (21), visitor, barmaid, born Shenstone, Staffordshire:

Birmingham Daily Post 14/8/1883

“Edwin Markwick, of SEVEN STARS INN, Park Lane, was charged with being drunk on the licensed premises of
Arthur Bradley, ALBION INN, Freeth Street, Oldbury, on the 18th ult.

Police-constable Camden proved the case, and defendant was fined 40s and costs, in all £2 8s.”

*probably the same person

Birmingham Daily Post 31/3/1887

“To Brewers, Wine Merchants, Investors, and Others.

Highly-important Old-established Full-Licensed Inn and Premises, Malthouse, and Superior Residence, situate
respectively in Freeth Street and Low Town, Oldbury, in the county of Worcester.

Mr. Joseph Hackett has received instructions from the Representatives of the late Mr. Richard Clifion to Sell by
Auction, on Monday Next, the 4th of April, at the TALBOT HOTEL, Oldbury, at 7 o’clock in the evening, subject
to conditions to be then produced, incorporating the common form conditions of the Birmingham Law Society.
Lot 1. All that Valuable and Important Freehold Old-established, Full-Licensed Inn, known as the ALBION,
occupying a good position in Freeth Street, Oldbury, aforesaid, containing three Cellars, Liquor Vaults, Smoke
Room, Parlour, Kitchen, Scullery, spacious Club Room, three Bed Rooms, Brewhouse, Coach-house, Stable, large
enclosed Yard, with gateway entrance leading to Orchard Street, Out-buildings, and other Appurtenances, and now
occupied by Mr. Arthur Bradley; and also the Substantial and Well-arranged Malthouse adjoining, the whole having
a frontage of 13 yards to Freeth Street, aforesaid. The Malthouse has until lately been in the occupation of Messrs.
J. A. and A. Thompson, and the whole property will let at an annual rental of £50.....”

Birmingham Daily Post 7/11/1889

“Last night a numerously-attended meeting of tradesman and the members of the police force in the Oldbury
Division was held at the ALBION INN, Freeth Street, for the purpose of presenting a testimonial to Police-sergeant
Stanton, who has been stationed at Oldbury during the last eight years, and who has been recently removed to
Ombersley, near Worcester. Mr. Arnold (assistant to the magistrates’ clerk) presided; and on behalf of the subscribers
presented Sergeant Stanton with a gold watch of the value of twenty guineas as a mark of their appreciation of the
way in which he had discharged his duties during the past eight years.

Several tradesmen spoke in eulogistic terms of the way in which Sergeant Stanton had discharged his duties, and Mr.
T. Pouter referred to the readiness of the inhabitants to subscribe to the testimonial fund.

Police-sergeant Stanton suitably acknowledged the gift, and said he was pleased to know that he had given
satisfaction to the people of Oldbury during his stay in the town.

Superintendent Speke said he was pleased to hear that the police of Oldbury were on such good terms with the
people.”



Birmingham Daily Post 13/8/1890

“At the Police Court, yesterday, Mr. Joseph D. Wood, architect, of Birmingham, applied to the magistrates to approve
plans for extensive alterations which it is proposed to carry out at the CHEMICAL INN, Park Lane, and the ALBION
INN, Freeth Street, Oldbury. It was explained the both houses belong to Messrs. Showell and Sons (Limited). The
application was granted, subject to approval of the licensing justices.”

Arthur Bradley - see also BRIDGE, Station Road.

Birmingham Daily Post 27/5/1891

“Yesterday, at the Police Court, the magistrates granted a temporary transfer of the license of the ALBION INN,
Freeth Street, Oldbury, from Walter Pitto to Robert James Roberts, the goalkeeper of the West Bromwich Albion
team.”

Robert James Roberts — see also THREE CROWNS, West Bromwich.

Smethwick Telephone 3/9/1892

“On Wednesday evening last Ye No.4 Tent of Jollie Bohemians held their weekly meeting at the house of Mr. Tom
Garbett, ALBION HOTEL, Freeth Street, Oldbury.....

The ruling idea in the formation of this club has been to afford to each and every member the advantages of social
good fellowship, intellectual advancement, musical entertainment, and the unbiassed consideration of the leading
questions of the day, while the arrangements for charitable distributions to deserving institutions without pecuniary
calls on the members, should at all times recommend it to the consideration of every well-balanced mind.

The officers chosen, and their duties, are as follows ..... Ye Treasurer, Bro. Tom Garbett, whose duties will be to
receive the monies from the Scribe and Major, and pay away as the Committee decide.....

There are three tents in Birmingham, No.4 being at Oldbury, at which our representative was present on Wednesday
evening, and a rare jolly night was spent. There are between 40 and 50 members in connection with No.4 tent.”

Smethwick Telephone 1/10/1892 - Advert

“Order of Ye Jollie Bohemians.

Time & Places of Meeting.....

No.4 Tent. ALBION HOTEL, Freeth Street, Oldbury. Proprietor, Bro. Garbett. Wednesday Nights at 8 o’clock.”

Sporting Life 13/1/1900

“Birmingham and District Licensed Victuallers’ Billiard League.

The following are the entries and starts for the third billiard tournament, open to the beer and wine trade, promoted
by Messrs. Burroughes and Watts.....

T. Jones, ALBION INN, Oldbury, 100.”

1901 Census

15, Freeth Street

[1] Robert Jones (57), manager licensed house, born Kidderminster;
[2] Phoebe Jones (57), wife, born West Bromwich;

[3] Thomas Jones (27), son, barman, born Wigan;

[4] Theodore Hughes (11), grand-son, born Smethwick;

[5] Ethel Hughes (9), grand-daughter, born Smethwick;

[6] Albert Barrett (24), lodger, leather carrier, born Birmingham;

[7] Jane Parkes (22), domestic servant, born Oldbury:

Thomas Jones was born on 21st January 1872 in Aspull, near Wigan, Lancashire.

He was the son of Robert Jones (brick setter / furnace builder) and Phoebe Charlton.
He married Mary Ann Chambers on 18th June 1902 at Harborne Parish Church.
See also OLDE BULLS HEAD, CROSSWELLS and WHITE SWAN.

He died in 1925.

A team from here took part in the Oldbury Air Gun Shooting League. [1903]



1911 Census

Freeth Street — ALBION INN

[1] Joseph Aston (40), manager hotel, born Rounds Green;

[2] Sarah Jane Aston (36), wife, married 16 years, born Langley;
[3] Doris Aston (15), daughter, born Rounds Green;

[4] Ida Aston (12), daughter, school, born Rounds Green;

[5] Lizzy Aston (4), daughter, school, born Brades Village:

Smethwick Telephone 6/10/1923

“Joseph Onions, the ALBION INN, Freeth Street, Oldbury, was summoned for driving to the public danger and
further for failing to stop when signalled to do so by a constable. Mr. William Hadgkiss prosecuted on behalf of the
Chief Constable, and Mr. Hooper defended.

Mr. Hadgkiss said the offence took place on Friday, August 24th, when defendant drove a motor-cycle and side-car
combination along High Street from the direction of Oldbury towards Cape Hill. Near the Law Courts he was seen
by a police constable travelling at 30 to 40 miles an hour. There was a great deal of traffic about and he was
approaching a very dangerous point at Rolfe Street. However, he did not stop when Police-constable Tomkinson
stepped into the roadway and signalled to him. Continuing along the main road Police-constable Cotterell also
signalled Onions to stop. The latter’s signal could not easily have been unnoticed because the officer was wearing
white gloves. The speed at which defendant was travelling was altogether excessive from the point of view of public
safety. Mr. Hadgkiss added that when great efforts were being made to clear the streets of the borough of road-hogs
it must be regarded a particularly flagrant case for a man to rush about the streets in this way, especially when two
officers signalled to him to stop and he took no notice.

Police-constable Tomkinson estimated the speed of the motor-cycle as it approached the Law Courts at 30 to 40
miles an hour. Witness said he walked into the road and signalled for the man to stop but he took no notice. Witness
also saw Police-constable Cotterell signal to the man. Some days later when he saw Onions, he said that he could
not remember being signalled to stop. When told the speed which it was estimated the machine was travelling,
Onions said that officer must have good eye-sight to have caught his number.

In reply to Mr. Hooper, this witness described the rate at which defendant was travelling as ‘flying.’
Police-constable Cotterell said that he thought Onions must have been under the impression that he was at
Brooklands.

Independent witnesses also gave evidence.

One said that there were disabled men giving to the Employment Exchange at the time that Onions drove past; had
any of them been crossing the road they would have had a difficulty to escape. One witness said that defendant was
travelling three or four times the speed of an ordinary motor-car.

Mr. Hooper said that defendant was going to see his tailor.

The Clerk (Mr. B. Shakespeare): Hurrying to pay his bill, evidently. (Laughter.)

Mr. Hooper: Possibly, being an honest man.

Mr. Hooper pointed to discrepancies in the evidence, the speed having been estimated by witnesses at anything from
30 to 100 miles an hour. He contended that the case had been presented with all the vigour of a police prosecution
and also with the utmost prejudice against his client. Further, the defendant had no earthly chance of finding
witnesses because of the delay in instituting the proceedings.

Defendant in his evidence regarded himself as one of the most careful drivers on the road. He estimated the speed
at 16 miles an hour.

The Magistrates said that they were satisfied that defendant drove to the danger of the public and would be fined £5.
For failing to stop when signalled to do so he was fined a further £2. Costs were allowed and the total penalty was
£10 2s.”

Western Mail 7/9/1938 - Advert
“Smart Bar-General wanted, age 22-23; good home, food, and wages.
Apply, with references, Mrs. R. Phipps, ALBION INN, Freeth Street, Oldbury, near Birmingham.”

1939 Register

15, Freeth Street (2 of 4)

[1] Raymond Phipps, date of birth 8,/2/1899, manager fully licensed house, married;
[2] Ellen L. Phipps, dob 3/11 /1899, unpaid domestic duties, married;



Nottingham Evening Post 22/11/1948

“William Fisher, 20, of Sheldon Road, All Saints, West Bromwich, was at Oldbury, Worcestershire, today remanded
in custody until Wednesday, accused of stealing a charity money box containing 28s, and with the unlawful use of a
gun for the purpose of evading arrest.

Supt. Bache said that on November 18th William Homer, the licensee of the ALBION INN, Freeth Street, Oldbury,
saw Fisher with a charity money box in his possession. Homer challenged him and persuaded him to return to the
public house where he put the box back on the counter and then disappeared.

PC Palmer and PC Stafford joined in the chase of Fisher which led to a railway stable yard. There Fisher was
cornered and produced a German Luger pistol. He said to the police officers, ‘Don’t move another step or else I will
shoot.’

He then dashed away towards some waste land on the outskirts of the town where he was lost to sight.

Some clothing was found in a recreation ground at Carlton on Saturday, which was identified as that which Fisher
was wearing at Oldbury. At about midnight, Fisher walked into the trap which was laid for him and was arrested
after another attempt to escape.”

Sports Argus 21/4/1956
“All members of are urged to attend the Oldbury Referees’ Association meeting at the ALBION INN, Oldbury, on
April 27 (8.0). The meeting will complete the arrangements for the rally on June 2.”

Birmingham Daily Gazette 24/9/1956

“Twenty-nine-year-old Miss Mavis Preece and 30-year-old Mr. Derek Atsbury walked disconsolately to the ALBION
INN, Oldbury, on Saturday afternoon to look at the wedding cake they could not cut. Because of a misunderstanding
about just who should obtain the licence, the marriage of Mavis, of 268, Oldbury Road, Smethwick, to Derek, of 9,
Church Way, Alvanley, Cheshire, could not go on at St. Francis Xavier Church, Oldbury, where Father Ralph was to
have married them. Instead, the wedding and the reception for 40 guests, were postponed until next Saturday,
‘when,” says Derek, ‘I shall make sure the licence is there.””

John William Grainger — see also NEW MARKET TAVERN.
Dennis Lewis — see also NEW MARKET TAVERN and WHIMSEY.
[1982]

Closed [January 1983]
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ORDER OF
YE ,JOLLIE BOHEMIANS

TIME & PLACES OF MEETING :—

No. 1 TENT.
CHEQUERS' HOTEL,
PARK STREET, BIRMINGHAM,

IPROPRISTOR, BRO. STURGEA
MONDAY EVENING, a 8 Jclock

No. 2 TENT.
WOODMAN HOTEL. HENLEY STREET:

SPARKBROOK.

PROPRIETOR, BRO. ASHCROFT.
FRIDAY NIGHTS, at 8 o'cleck

No. 8 TENT.
PRINCE ALBERT INN,

GROVE LANE, SMETHWICK.
PROPRIETOR, BRO. BIDDLE
THURSDAY NIGHTS, at 8 o'clock

No. 4 TENT.
ALBION HOTEL,

FREETH STREET, OLDBURY.

PROPRIETOR, BRO. GARBETT.
WEDNESDAY NIGHTS at 8 oclock

1892



ANCHOR

Anchor Bridge, Birmingham Road, OLDBURY

OWNERS

LICENSEES

NOTES
Tokens were issued bearing ANCHOR Sick and Dividend Society.

Aris’s Birmingham Gazette 13/6/1814 - Advert

“Stock in Trade, Shop Tools, Household Furniture, Horse, Cart, &c, at West Bromwich.

By Robins and Terry. To be Sold by Auction, on the Premises, this present Monday and Tomorrow, the 13th and
14th of June, the Whole of the Household Furniture, finished and unfinished Stock, Shop Tools, and other Effects,
of Mr. Benjamin Turner, of Mares Green, West Bromwich, in the County of Stafford, Bayonet Maker, a Bankrupt.....
Catalogues may be had at the Place of Sale; at the SWAN and BULLS HEAD INNS, West Bromwich; TALBOT
INN, Wednesbury; LIMERICK INN, Tipton; ANCHOR INN, Oldbury; BUSH INN, Dudley; and at the Auctioneers’
Office, Birmingham.

To commence each Morning exactly at Ten o’Clock, subject to the usual Conditions, which will be strictly attended
to.”



APPLE TREE

26, (14), Halesowen Street, (Birmingham Street) / Canal Street, OLDBURY

OWNERS
Jacob Griffiths THE APPLE TREE INN
Mary Griffiths, Whyley Street, Oldbury HALES OWEN S1REET, OLDBURY.
- SED
Showells Brewery Co. Ltd. (leased) \(')FJ&;..BPEJP\ET%};&EE& u‘ggxt:enn.l.%??g; D
0 Browtae Gl sy oAb 1o o b e et
Forwmmm Premises ; or to the Avcti.neers
LICENSEES a5
Edward Darby [1839] - [1851]
Jacob Griffiths  [1854] — [1861]
William Jones [1862] — [1865]
Henry Jackson [] - 1866); Ry PATR  of
George Price (1866 - 1869); 2008 NIOGERS, ‘800l o W, Josae, Apple Tres, Halesoren-
William Eggington (]869 - ]870); shreet, Oldbayy, Staffordshire,
Thomas Jackson (1870 - [1871] 1864

Thomas Ward [ ] - 1872);

Joseph Richards (1872 - [1881]

Edward and Frederick Richards [] - 1884);
Frederick Richards (1884 - 1888);

Joseph Barnsley (1888 - 1892);

. Eli - ; PPLE-TREE INN, Hales Owen 8 Oldbury,—Old-licensed
Mrs. Elizabeth Barnsley (1892 - 1898); PLETREE INX, Hulec Oven Stroet, Oldbury.—Old-lcensed

Showells Brewery Co. Ltd. (1898 - 1906): ‘;’;?,L’Tm‘&é&‘;id gﬁﬁﬁﬁ'ﬁ“ﬂ&"‘mﬁiu&? e, Ol
George Woodhall [1901] manager? s

1869

NOTES

Birmingham Street [1864]
14, Halesowen Street [1871], [1881], [1873], [1880], [1884]
26, Halesowen Street [1896], [1901]

Aris’s Birmingham Chronicle 16/9/1839

“At the Petty Sessions held at Hales Owen on Monday last, Victuallers’ Licenses were granted to the following
parties residing in the township of Oldbury.....

Edward Darby, Hales Owen Street.”

1841 Census

Hales Owen Street

[1] Edward Darby (41), publican;

[2] Mary Darby (40), wife; NRESERVED SALE,

31M Darby (16): AT “THE APPLE TREE INN,”
[3] Mary Darby (16); HALES OWEN STREET, oz.{:wnr.

IN LIQUIDATION.
U

[4] William Darby (5); (By Order of the
[5] David Roberts (49), labourer: 1o PUBLEE)Ang' m?t?nmgai"uc?!%g. OTHERS.

Y Mr. R. J. COO on the above Premises, on
Eo AY NEXT, Sth the wh PITBLIC-
Houss %o 6}:3 FUR. nndoﬂ::
Bar PiUngs and other Teblea, Clook, Chairs, Beoches,
Bereena, and Chamber Furnitore. Gea
the whole of the valushle Brewing Utensils, LICENBES,
WILL and POSSESSION. mﬁhmmmu

mention. Bale to st 1l am.
Auctioneer's Offices, Btreet, Oldbury.

1871



1851 Census

Halesowen Street

[1] Edward Darby (57), widower, victualler, born Rowley;

[2] Jacob Giriffiths (25), son-in-law, coal miner, born Tipton;
[3] Mary Giriffiths (25), daughter, born Oldbury;

[4] Mary Giriffiths (7), grand-daughter, scholar, born Oldbury;
[5] James Giriffiths (2), grand-son, scholar, born Oldbury;

[6] Sarah Griffiths (7 months), grand-daughter, born Oldbury;

[7] Margaret McDurman (17), house servant, born Ireland:

Birmingham Journal 26/4/1856 - Advert

“The APPLE TREE INN, Hales Owen Street, Oldbury.

By Joseph S. Parkes. To be Disposed of by Private Treaty, the Licenses and Possession of the above excellent
Roadside House. The Fixtures and Brewing Utensils only to be taken to at a fair valuation.

For particulars, apply upon the Premises; or to the Auctioneer’s Offices, Oldbury.”

London Gazette 29/7/1856

“Whereas a Petition of Jacob Griffiths, at present and for eight months last past, residing in Halesowen-street,
Oldbury, in the county of Worcester, Collier, and for about two years and nine months immediately preceding
thereto, residing in Halesowen-street, Oldbury aforesaid, Licensed Retailer of Spirituous Liquors, Ale, Beer and
Tobacco, and Butty Collier, part of the last-mentioned period, being in copartnership and carrying on business with
Bryan Baugh, as Butty Colliers, at Oldbury aforesaid, and other part thereof in copartnership and carrying on
business with Simeon Griftfiths, as Butty Colliers, at Oldbury aforesaid, and formerly and for about twelve months
residing in Halesowen-street, Oldbury aforesaid, Fruiterer and Dealer in Vegetables, an insolvent debtor, having been
filed in the County Court of Staffordshire, at Oldbury, and an interim order for protection from process having been
given to the said Jacob Griffiths, under the provisions of the Statutes in that case made and provided, the said Jacob
Griffiths is hereby required to appear before the said Court, on the 23rd day of August next, at ten of the clock in the
forenoon precisely for his first examination touching his debts, estate, and effects, and to be further dealt with
according to the provisions of the said Statutes; and the choice of creditors’ assignee is to take place at the time so
appointed. All persons indebted to the said Jacob Griffiths, or that have, any of his effects, are not to pay or deliver
them but to Mr. Joseph Heapy Watson, Clerk of the said Court, at his office at the Court-house, in Oldbury, the
Official Assignee of the estate and effects of the insolvent.”

1861 Census

Halesowen Street — APPLE TREE INN

[1] Jacob Giriffiths (36), coal miner and victualler, born Tipton;
[2] Mary Giriffiths (36), wife, born Oldbury;

[3] Mary Giriffiths (17), daughter, born Oldbury;

[4] James Giriffiths (13), son, scholar, born Oldbury;

[5] Sarah Griffiths (?), daughter, scholar, born Oldbury;

[6] Jacob Griffiths (7), son, scholar, born Oldbury:

London Gazette 28/8/1861

“Jacob Griffiths, heretofore of Hales Owen-street, Oldbury, in the county of Worcester, following the business of a
Licensed Victualler and Retailer of Spirituous Liquors, Wines, Beer, and Tobacco, afterwards of Pudding Bag-street,
Oldbury and county aforesaid, working as a Miner, then of West Bromwich, in the county of Stafford, out of
employment, then of Queen-street, Wednesbury, in the county of Stafford, part of the time out of employment, and
afterwards working the Moxley Coal Pit, in the parish of Bilston and county aforesaid, as a Butty Collier, in
copartnership with Jabez Griffiths, James Griffiths, and Benjamin Dimmock, then of Oak-lane, West Bromwich, in
the county aforesaid, Licensed Brewer and Retailer of Beer and Tobacco, at the same time working the Lodge Coal
Pits, in copartnership with William Drew, then of High-street, West Bromwich aforesaid, trading as aforesaid, and
at the same time working as a Butty Collier on his own account, afterwards in copartnership with James Williams,
and late of Hales Owen-street, Oldbury, in the county of Worcester, following the business of a Licensed Victualler
and Retailer of Spirituous Liquors, Wines, Beer, and Tobacco, at the same time working the Birchley Coppice
Colliery as a Butty Collier, in copartnership with Thomas Bird, Samuel Brockhouse, and Peter Holcroft.”



Bells Life in London and Sporting Chronicle 23/2/1862

“P. Morris of Birmingham and J. White of Halesowen are matched to fight at 8st, Morris staking £50 to £30. They
meet tomorrow (Monday) at Mr. W. Jones’s, APPLE TREE, Halesowen Street, Oldbury to sign articles and to make
the stakes into £5 a side.”

Bells Life in London and Sporting Chronicle 21/11/1863
“Young White of Halesowen will fight Lamb of Coventry at 8st 21b or 41b, for £25 a side; or he will fight any lad in
England and confine himself to 8st 11b, for the like sum. Money ready at /. Jones’s, APPLE TREE INN, Oldbury.”

Bells Life in London and Sporting Chronicle 21/5/1864

“Aston Cross Grounds.....

T. Jones (Brushey) of Birmingham and J. Turner of Bilston are matched to run 100 yards, for £15 a side at the above
grounds, on July 4. A further deposit of £1 a side to be made on Monday, May 23, at Jones’s, APPLE TREE INN,
Oldbury.”

The Era 23/10/1864 - Advert
“Wanted, Immediately, a Pair of good Niggers.
Apply to W. Jones, APPLE TREE, Halesowen Street, Oldbury, Staffordshire.”

The Sportsman 16/9/1865
“David Jones, of Oldbury, a lad eleven years of age, will take three yards start in five score yards, of J. Jones, of the
same place, for £5 a side. Money ready at Mr. Jones’s, APPLE TREE INN, Oldbury.”

Stourbridge Observer 30/9/1865

“On Tuesday at the Halesowen Petty Sessions, William Jones, licensed victualler, of Oldbury, was charged by the
Police with having, on the 24th inst, sold a quantity of ale in a booth upon the racecourse, during the hours of divine
service. Police-constable Simmonds proved the case, and defendant who promised to behave cautiously for the
future, was fined 20s and costs.”

Sporting Life 26/5/1866

“J. Preston, of Oldbury, can be matched to fight Mick the Grecian at 9st or catch-weight; or he will fight any 9st lad
in the Black Country, for from £5 to £15 a-side. Man and money ready at Mr. Jackson’s APPLE TREE INN,
Oldbury.”

County Advertiser 15/9/1866

“The annual licensing meeting of the magistrates was held on Tuesday.....

The following licenses were suspended till the adjourned meeting on the 25th inst, to enable further enquiries to be
made ..... Henry Jackson, APPLE TREE, Oldbury.”

County Advertiser 29/9/1866

“At the Public office, on Tuesday, at the close of the usual business, the Magistrates proceeded to determine on the
licenses which were suspended at the first meeting, and decided as follows. The licenses of ..... APPLE TREE, kept
by Henry Jackson, would be granted, promises being given for future good management.”

London Gazette 16/11/1866

“Henry Jackson, of the APPLE TREE INN, Halesowen-street, Oldbury, in the county of Worcester, Licensed
Victualler, having been adjudged bankrupt under a Petition for adjudication of Bankruptcy, filed in Her Majesty’s
Court of Bankruptcy for the Birmingham District, on the 6th day of November, 1866, is hereby required to surrender
himself to Alfred Hill, Esq, a Registrar of the said Court, at the first meeting of creditors to be held before the said
Registrar, on the 28th day of November instant, at twelve of the clock at noon precisely, at the said Court,
Birmingham. Mr. George Kinnear, of Waterloo Rooms, Waterloo-street, Birmingham, is the Official Assignee, and
Messrs. Whitehouse, of Wolverhampton, and Messrs. James and Griffin, of Birmingham, are the Solicitors acting in
the bankruptcy.”



Birmingham Daily Gazette 11/8/1869 - Advert
“APPLE TREE INN, Hales Owen Street, Oldbury.
Old-licensed House, in populous neighbourhood, and close to several large Iron and Steel Works, Manufactories,

and Brickyards. In-coming not to exceed £100.
Apply, A. Altree, Church Square, Oldbury.”

Aris’s Birmingham Gazette 14/8/1869

“Leamington. Singular Hallucination. A Man Supposing Himself to be Jesus Christ.

Yesterday, at the Town Hall, a young man who gave the name of Benjamin Ingram, was brought up as a wandering
lunatic, and ordered to be removed to Hatton Asylum. The poor fellow had been found wandering about the streets,
representing himself to be the Saviour, and literally ‘overcoming the enemy’ by knocking down persons whom he
met, and each of whom he declared to be the devil. Before the bench he was remarkably quiet, although evidently
labouring under great mental excitement. His peculiarity was that of making the representation above mentioned,
accompanied by stamping his feet and raising one arm in a horizontal and the other in a perpendicular position, with
the persistency of a Shaker.

Dr. Brady certified as to his being a lunatic. In reply to the bench, the poor fellow stated that he was born at Brierley
Hill, that his father and mother were dead, that he subsequently lived with his uncle, Henry Jones, who lived at the
APPLE TREE INN, Oldbury Green, near West Bromwich, and that a short time since he visited his uncle and asked
him for sixpence, which he refused him. He had not been long in his present state. He added, ‘It is our Wake before
long, and I hope to be there.’

Mr. Superintendent Lund stated that on the previous evening the man knocked down a gentleman in Warwick Street,
and said he was the devil.”

Birmingham Daily Post 7/12/1869 - Advert
“By Parkes and Walker, Today (Tuesday), at Eleven o’clock, at the APPLE TREE INN, Oldbury.
The Household Furniture, Brewing Plant, Ale Casks, dark brown Mare, Cart, &c, &c.”

1871 Census

14, Halesowen Street — APPLE TREE INN

[1] Thomas Jackson (40), bricklayer and publican, born Oldbury;
[2] Louisa Jackson (34), wife, born Oldbury;

[3] Henry Jackson (14), son, bricklayer, born Oldbury;

[4] Sarah Jackson (10), daughter, scholar, born Oldbury;

[5] Joseph Jackson (7), son, scholar, born Oldbury;

[6] William Jackson (1), son, born Oldbury;

[7] Isaac Hadley (46), boarder, labourer, born Oldbury:

Birmingham Daily Post 10/4/1871 - Advert
“To be Let, the APPLE TREE INN, Hales Owen Street, Oldbury. e T A s 1NN, Hales Owen Street,
Apply on the Premises.”

Birmingham Daily Post 6/5/1871 - Advert

“In Liquidation.

Unreserved Sale, at the APPLE TREE INN, Hales Owen Street, Oldbury. (By Order of the Trustee.)

To Publicans, Brokers, and Others.

To be Sold by Auction, by Mr. R. J. Cooper, on the above Premises, on Monday Next, 8th May, the whole of the
Public House Effects, Household Furniture, and other Goods; comprising Beer Machine, Measures, mahogany
Counter, Bar Fittings, oblong and other Tables, Clock, Chairs, Benches, Screens, Bedsteads, Bedding and Chamber
Furniture, Gas Fittings, the whole of the valuable Brewing Utensils, Licenses, Goodwill and Possession, and other
things, too numerous to mention. Sale to commence at 11am.

Auctioneer’s Offices, Perrott Street, Oldbury.”



Birmingham Daily Post 24/8/1875

“At the Oldbury Police Court, yesterday, an application was made by Mr. Richards, of the APPLE TREE INN,
secretary of the Licensed Victuallers’ Association of the town and district, for an extension of the hours of keeping
open licensed houses during the three days of the wake, on Saturday, Monday, and Tuesday. The application was
opposed by the Local Board of Health, the ministers of religion, the local Good Templars, and by one or two
religious societies. The Rev. W. T. Taylor, vicar of Oldbury, presented a petition on behalf of the Come and Welcome
Lodge of the [.O.G.T., requesting the magistrates not to grant any lengthening of the hours, or any extra facilities for
the sale of intoxicating drinks. He said that although not a Good Templar himself he sympathised with them in their
wish to diminish intemperance, and he thought any lengthening of the hours of keeping open would be an evil, for
the present hours were quite sufficient for all practical purposes.....

The Bench retired for deliberation, and on their return Mr. Adkins said that hitherto the magistrates had granted every
application for an extension of hours on similar occasions. But he reminded the licensed victuallers that previously
there had been no opposition to the extension. They had discussed the matter carefully, and had come to the
conclusion that they could not grant any extension.”

Worcestershire Chronicle 12/4/1879

“Worcestershire Easter Quarter Sessions.....

James Adams, (49), puddler, was indicted for uttering a false florin to Sarah Jones, of the FOUNTAIN INN, Oldbury,
on the 22nd of February. Mr. Streeten prosecuted.

The prisoner offered the florin in payment for some beer. He pleaded that he did not know it was a bad florin; but
it appeared that he afterwards offered the same coin to another publican, Joseph Parkes, the same night. Parkes bit
a piece out of it. Prisoner said that he got the florin in change for a sovereign at the APPLE TREE INN, but the
landlord of that house denied that change was given to the prisoner. Now he said he got the coin among his wages.
Guilty; sentenced to nine months’ hard labour.

Maria Jones (44), charwoman, with whom the last prisoner lived, was indicted for uttering a counterfeit half-crown.
She offered it in payment for some bread, &c, and was identified as the person who had twice endeavoured to pass
counterfeit florins.

Guilty; nine months’ hard labour.”

1881 Census

14, Hales Owen Street — APPLE TREE INN

[1] Joseph Richards (61), licensed victualler, born West Bromwich;
[2] Mary Richards (60), wife, born West Bromwich;

[3] Elizabeth Richards (25), daughter, born West Bromwich;

[4] Frederick Richards (22), son, clerk, born West Bromwich;

[5] Agnes Richards (19), daughter, born West Bromwich;

[6] Albert Richards (17), son, clerk, born West Bromwich:

Spirit Vaults  [1888]

1891 Census

Halesowen Street

[1] Joseph Barnsley (40), licensed victualler, born Oldbury;
[2] Mary Elizabeth Barnsley (36), wife, born West Bromwich:

Swindon Advertiser 7/5/1892

“On Tuesday afternoon Mr. E. Docker (coroner) resumed the adjourned inquest at the APPLE TREE INN, Halesowen
Street, Oldbury, relative to the death of Alfred Frederick Steventon, aged six months, whose mother, a single woman,
resides in Canal Street. Mr. Corrie Grant, of London, appeared for the mother, and Dr. Acland represented the Royal
Commission on Vaccination.

Elizabeth Steventon, the mother, stated that the child was healthy up to the time it was vaccinated by Dr. Lyddon.
There seemed to be a lot of corruption underneath the scab, and as the corruption worked out the scab sank in. In
all four of the marks there were holes in the child’s arms large enough to get her finger in. On the Tuesday after
Christmas she went to Dr. Lyddon’s surgery. Up to that date the doctor had not prescribed any treatment for the
child’s arm. She asked the doctor what was the best thing she could do for the child’s arm, and he told her to apply



cold spring water. She did so, and in about a fortnight after Dr. Lyddon said the arm was getting well. The running
of the sore wholly ceased about five weeks before death, but a blue mark appeared round the circle, and Dr. Lyddon
gave her some lotion. About a week afterwards the child’s arm appeared to be well. She took him to Dr. Lyddon’s
surgery a day of two before his death. Mr. Short, the assistant, examined him, and said that deceased would gradually
pine away. On Saturday, the 16th inst, deceased had a fit, and he never properly recovered from it. He died about
a quarter to five o’clock on the following Sunday morning.

Dr. Lyddon, at this point, presented the vaccination return, which showed that deceased was vaccinated on the 23rd
December, 1891.

In answer to Dr. Acland, witness said she weaned the deceased when he was five weeks old, and from that time he
was fed on bread and water and brandy. When she first noticed the arm it was not inflamed below the elbow. An
abscess formed under the armpit as large as a small nut, and continued to discharge for several weeks. There was
also a lump behind the ear, which discharged very badly.

In reply to Mr. Grant, witness stated that sometimes Dr. Lyddon was not at home, and then his wife would mix the
medicine.

Amelia Cannon stated that the mother of deceased lived with her on the Saturday previous to the child’s death, but
witness had previously taken control of the child out of kindness to the mother.

At this point the enquiry, which had lasted three hours, was adjourned until May 5.”

Worcester Journal 7/5/1892

“Mr. E. Docker yesterday resumed an inquest at the TALBOT HOTEL, Oldbury, relative to the death of Alfred
Frederick Steventon, aged six months. Deceased was alleged to have died from vaccination. Mr. Grant appeared
for the mother, and Dr. Acland represented the Royal Commission on Vaccination. Witnesses stated that about a
fortnight after vaccination the arm began to swell, and that the child never recovered from the effects of vaccination.
Dr. Cunningham deposed to making a post mortem examination of the body on the 19th ult. Death was in his
opinion due to inflammation of the lungs, brought on by improper feeding and neglect. He did not think vaccination
had anything to do with the cause of death.

Mr. Grant addressed the jury, and suggested that vaccination was the indirect cause of death. The child, being
previously weakened by the effects of vaccination, was ultimately killed by inflammation of the lungs.

The Coroner, having summed up at considerable length, the jury returned a verdict to the effect that the child died
from inflammation of the lungs. They did not think vaccination was the cause of death, but were of opinion that the
vaccination had tended to weaken the system of the child, so that it could not battle with the inflammation.

The enquiry lasted seven hours.”

1901 Census

26, Halesowen Street

[1] George Woodhall (37), licensed victualler, born West Bromwich;
[2] Emily Woodhall (35), wife, born West Bromwich;

[3] Harry Woodhall (7), son, born West Smethwick;

[4] Lily Woodhall (11), daughter, born West Bromwich;

[5] May Woodhall (5), daughter, born Oldbury;

[6] Edith Woodhall (2), daughter, born Oldbury;

[7] Annie Woodhouse (14), domestic housemaid, born Oldbury:

George Woodhall was signed by West Bromwich Albion in May 1883 and was right-winger for several seasons.
He played in three FA Cup finals and made two appearances for England.
He died in 1924 and was buried at All Saints Church, West Bromwich.

George Woodhall - see also THREE CROWNS, Great Bridge Street, ROYAL EXCHANGE, Walsall Street, and
GOLDEN CUP, Cross Street, all West Bromwich.

The license renewal was referred to the Compensation Authority on 21st February 1905.
It was refused by the Compensation Authority on 24th June 1905.



Smethwick Telephone 1/7/1905

“The adjourned principal meeting of the Licensing Committee for the County of Worcester was held at the Shire
Hall, Worcester, on Saturday, Mr. J. Willis Bund presiding. The sixteen houses reported by the Oldbury Justices were
considered, and the committee ultimately decided that all the licenses were unnecessary. As they were not aware
how far the compensation money would go, the committee arranged the houses in order, and as many of the licenses
as possible will be done away with. The order is as follows.....

1. APPLE TREE, Halesowen Street.”

Birmingham Daily Gazette 10/8/1905

“The Worcestershire Licensing Committee having decided to refuse fifteen Oldbury licenses, as the amount of the
compensation fund available allows, sat yesterday at the Shire Hall, Worcester, to decide who are the persons entitled
to compensation.....

In the case of the APPLE TREE INN, Mary Griffiths (owner), Messrs. Showells Brewery Company(licensees),
Frederick Wright, Cheltenham (first mortgagee), and the trustees under a settlement (second mortgagees) were
declared to be the persons interested. Mr. Milward contended that the persons entitled under the settlement should
be named, but the court held that those persons must look to the trustees.”

Birmingham Mail 22/12/1905

“An important memorandum has been issued by the inland revenue commissioners affecting the basis of
compensation for licensed houses which have been compulsorily closed. It will be remembered that fifteen such
houses were refused the renewal of licenses at Oldbury, and the question of compensation was argued by counsel
before the Worcestershire Licensing Committee a few weeks ago. That committee intimated that the rent was the
basis upon which the compensation should be assessed, but counsel urged that this was preposterous. The claimants
preferred to leave the matter to the decision of the inland revenue commissioners. The latter have sent a letter to the
committee, upholding its view that the rent should be the basis, allowing nothing for the trade done on the premises
or to the brewers for tied houses. The Commissioners say that the computation of the sum to be paid in any case
requires the determination of three factors, namely, the value of the licensed premises, the depreciation in value of
the trade fixtures, and the value of the premises without the license. They have, as a rule, capitalised the annual
value of the licensed premises upon the four per cent basis, or at twenty-five years’ purchase, and only exceeded this
in cases where there was a distinct prospect of improved annual value, and only fallen below it where there was
evidence to suggest that the present value could not be maintained in future. They have employed surveyors of taxes
to take estimates of the probable annual value of premises when deprived of their licenses, and of the probable
number of years’ purchase of such annual value that premises would fetch, an allowance being made for the cost of
the alterations necessary to fit the premises for earning the annual value as estimated. Accordingly, although exact
figures have not yet been received, the amounts payable for the Oldbury houses above referred to may be given
approximately as follows.....

APPLE TREE, £550.”

Birmingham Daily Gazette 6/3/1906

“A meeting of the Worcester Licensing Committee was held at the Shire Hall, Worcester, yesterday, to consider the
awards made by the Commissioner of Inland Revenue, determining the amounts to be paid as compensation to
owners, holders, or others interested in the non-renewal of licenses in the Oldbury division.....

The licenses refused and the amount of compensation awarded in each case was as follows.....

APPLE TREE, Halesowen Street, £1,085.

The committee made awards as follows.....

APPLE TREE, £352 10s to the licensed lessees, Showells’ Brewery Company, and £732 10s to the owner, Mary
Griffiths.

Payment of the compensation money was fixed to take place on March 28.”

The license was extinguished on 4th April 1906.
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ASH TREE

1, Broadwell Road / John Street, OLDBURY

OWNERS

Henry Jerrams, Tat Bank

George Jerrams, Tat Bank

David Pearson, Oldbury Road, Smethwick
Henry Swain and Co., Albion Brewery, Oldbury
Showells Brewery Co. Ltd. (leased) [c.1915]
Ind Coope and Allsopp Ltd. (acquired c.1936)
Ansells Ltd. (acquired in 1960)

LICENSEES

James Lines [1869] - [1871]

Thomas Cartwright [1881]

Thomas James King [] - 1884);

John Thomas Emery (1884 - 1888);
Joseph Sambrook (1888);

David Weston (1888 - 1890);

George Edward Pearson (1890 - 1893);
Reuben Rollason (1893 - 1903);
William Hayes (1903 - 1908);

Levi Gough Harrison (1908 - 1910);
George Thomas Delahay (1910 - 1917);
Phoebe Jane Delahay (1917 - 1919);
George Thomas Delahay (1919 - 1929);
Alice Jeacock (1929 - 1930);

James Walton (1930 - [1962]

NOTES
It had a beerhouse license.

James Lines = James Lyons

Stourbridge Observer 11/9/1869

“James Lyons landlord of the ASH TREE INN, Oldbury, was charged by Superintendent Overend with keeping his
house open during prohibited hours, on the 29th ultimo.

Police-sergeant Simmonds proved that he saw five men come out of the house. He went into the house, and found
they had two quarts of ale.

Police-constable Potter gave corroborative evidence, and said the men were not travellers, but lived near the
defendant’s house.

Defendant admitted that he had given the men two quarts of ale. Fined 5s and costs.

Isaiah Gill and Samuel Bennett were charged by Superintendent Overend with being on premises belonging to James
Lyons, on the 29th ultimo.

Police-sergeant Simmonds proved the offence.

Pleaded guilty. Fined 6d and costs.”



1871 Census

Broadwell Street — ASH TREE INN

[1] James Llines (33), brickmaker, born Walsall;
[2] Sarah Lines (34), wife, born Langley;

[3] James Lines (8), son, born Oldbury;

[4] William Lines (5), son, born Oldbury;

[5] Thomas Lines (4), son, born Oldbury:

James Llines — see also CRYSTAL PALACE and NAGS HEAD.

Birmingham Daily Post 1/1/1880

“At a meeting of colliers held last night, at the ASH TREE INN, Oldbury, to consider the sliding scale, and the
advisability of altering it, and also the present rate of wages, addresses were delivered by Mr. H. Barnes, secretary
to the Miners’ Union, and Mr. T. Griffiths, miners’ agent, and the following resolutions were unanimously adopted.
That this meeting requests the trustees of the Pelsall Hall Colliery Relief Fund to devise some scheme to disburse
the money in hand for the benefit of the widows and orphans of those who have lost their lives in the mines.

That this meeting is of opinion that the sliding scale should be altered as soon as possible from 3d to 4d in the
shilling.”

Birmingham Daily Post 1/1/1881

“On Thursday a meeting of miners was held at the ASH TREE INN, Oldbury, to consider the subject of the
Employers’ Liability Act. Mr. H. Rust presided, and said if they worked under the Act they would find many
disadvantages.....”

1881 Census

Broadwell Road — ASH TREE INN

[1] Thomas Cartwright (63), coal miner &c, born Oldbury;

[2] Eliza Cartwright (59), wife, born Oldbury;

[3] Abraham Cartwright (30), son, general labourer, born Oldbury;
[4] Ann M. Cartwright (16), daughter, domestic servant, born Oldbury;
[5] Mary Hale (13), grand-daughter, scholar, born Oldbury;

[6] Betsy Hale (6), grand-daughter, scholar, born Oldbury;

[7] Lilly Hale (8), grand-daughter, scholar, born Oldbury;

[8] Ann M. Hale (11 months), grand-daughter, born Oldbury;

[?] John Hale (3), grand-son, born Oldbury;

[10] George Porter (25), boarder, road labourer, born Leicester;
[11] Eliza Porter (24), boarder, born Oldbury:

Birmingham Mail 24/3/1884

“Today, at the Oldbury Police Court, before Messrs. Chance and Wilson, David Williams, blacksmith, of Saltley, was
charged with stealing 11b of beef, the property of Thomas James King, of the ASH TREE INN, Broadwell Road, on
the 22nd inst. Evidence was given to the effect that the defendant went into the prosecutor’s house in company with
some other friends, and they took the meat from before the fire and shared it amongst them. Defendant was fined
10s and costs, or in default 14 days.”

West Bromwich Weekly News 8/10/1887

“Oldbury. Excellent Beerhouse the ASH TREE INN. The business of this centrally situated Beerhouse is for sale.
The incoming, including Fixtures, Licenses, Goodwill, and Possession is £85. The business is paying well, and
affliction is the sole cause of leaving.

Apply Oldbury Weekly News Office.”

Birmingham Daily Post 3/11/1887 - Advert
“Oldbury. ASH TREE INN, Broadwell Road. This old-established Beerhouse to Let, doing good in and out door
trade. Satisfactory reasons for disposal.

. ' ()LD_BURY,-—‘\;}; Tree Inn, Browdwell Road, This old-estab-
Apply on the Premises. lished Beerhouse to Let, doing Toud in and out door brade.

Batisfactory reasoas for disposal —Apply on the Premised 02934



Joseph Sambrook, beer retailer, Broadwell Road. [1888]

1891 Census

1, Broadwell Road — ASH TREE INN

[1] George E. Pearson (30), publican, born Oldbury;
[2] Ellen Pearson (27), wife, born Oldbury;

[3] Alfred S. Pearson (4), son, born Oldbury;

[4] Clara E. Pearson (3), daughter, born Oldbury;

[5] George E. Pearson (14 months), son, born Oldbury:

Birmingham Daily Post 27/10/1894

“The annual show of pigeons arranged by the Oldbury Homing Society was held yesterday, at the ASH TREE INN,
Broadwell Road. The entries were numerous, and included birds from fanciers at Blackpool, London, Birmingham,
Handsworth, Sunningdale, Kidderminster, and Redditch. There was also a large number of local entries.....”

Reuben Rollason, beer retailer, 1, Broadwell Road. [1896]

West Bromwich Weekly News 6/1/1900

“A meeting was held on Saturday, December 30th, in the club room of the ASH TREE INN, Broadwell Road, for
the purpose of starting a Sick, Death and Dividend Society. There was a good number of persons present. Mr.
William Hays was voted to the chair ..... The election of officers was then proceeded with.....”

1901 Census

1, Broadwell Road

[1] Reuben Rollason (42), beerhouse keeper, born Oldbury;
[2] Phoebe Rollason (38), wife, born Oldbury;

[3] Edwin Rollason (12), son, born Oldbury;

[4] Dora Rollason (11), daughter, born Oldbury;

[5] Elizabeth Rollason (8), daughter, born Oldbury;

[6] Annie Rollason (7), daughter, born Oldbury;

[7] Lillie Rollason (5), daughter, born Oldbury;

[8] Phoebe Rollason (2), daughter, born Oldbury;

[?] Nellie Rollason (8 months), daughter, born Oldbury;
[10] Jemima Beard (17), domestic servant, born Oldbury:

Smethwick Weekly News 22/2/1902
“Wanted, a good General.
Apply Mrs. Rollason, ASH TREE INN, Broadwell Road, Oldbury.”

Reuben Rollason — see also GOLDEN BALL.

William Hayes - see also GEORGE AND DRAGON.

Levi Gough Harrison - see also BOAT and NAVIGATION, Tat Bank.
1911 Census

1, Broadwell Road — ASH TREE INN

[1] George Thomas Delahay (30), publican beer retailer, born Oldbury;
[2] Phoebe Jane Delahay (37), wife, married 2 years, born Wigan;

[3] Robert Sadler (8), step-son, born Oldbury;

[4] Mary Sadler (7), step-daughter, born Oldbury:

George Thomas Delahay, beer retailer, 1, Broadwell Road. [1912]



1939 Register

1, Broadwell Road

[1] James Walton, date of birth 22,/9 /1902, heat treatment assistant, aluminium rolling mills, married;
[2] Elsie Walton, dob 4/10/1903, unpaid domestic duties and public house business, married;

[3] Doreen M. (Walton) Sweet, dob 30/8/1932, at school, single:

A full license was granted on 3rd March 1954.
On this day, plans were approved for alterations to the premises, to allow for sanitary accommodation for the licensee’s

family.



ASH TREE

82, (80), (61), Dudley Road, (82, (61), Dudley Road West), TIVIDALE

OWNERS

Wolverhampton and Dudley Breweries Ltd. [1939]

LICENSEES

Timothy Thomas [1858] - 1864);
John Thomas (1864 - [ ]

Joseph Thomas [1865]

Thomas Smith [1865] - 1867);
John Evans (1867 - [ ]

James Vaughan [1868] - 1869);
Benjamin Attwood (1869 - [1881]
Samuel Baker [1888] — [1889]
Thomas Bedworth [1891] - [1896]
Benjamin Hollis (1897 - 1903);
Mrs. Rachel Hollis (1903 - 1905);
Albert Paskin (1905 - 1906);

Arthur Turner (1906 - 1907); c1o80s

George William Hill (1907 - [1912]

William Henry Murray (1912 - 1922);

Alfred Burns [1920] 2

Edwin Shelton (1922 - 1929);

Albert Thomas Sisman (1929 - 1930);

Joseph Marklow (1930 - [1933] it Tmumgﬁfg’%lﬁs DUDLEY.
Ernest John Stanton [1936] - 1961); Y Mr. JOHN BENT, THIS DAY (THURS-
Dennis Edward Cheshire (1961 - 1964); Pture G i s Ui rrals, Public Hoese
Ronnie Holland (1964 - [1965] with the neat and dean HOUSBHOLD PURIFONE, Festper
V Cox []983] %r‘::-tﬂ_“ﬂ;m‘g: lﬂ:h'g:flgiiuok?lg‘uf-ﬂwts. belonging to Mr.

8ale to commence at Twelve o'clock.

1863
NOTES

61, Dudley Road  [1881], [1891], [1901], [189¢6]
61, Dudley Road West [1900], [1904]

80, Dudley Road [1908]

82, Dudley Road West [1912], [1916], [1932]
82, Dudley Road  [1911], [1939], [1940]

Birmingham Journal 13/3/1858

“On Wednesday afternoon an inquest on the body of James Mullens was held at the house of Mr. G. G. Cardo, the
OLD INN, Evehill, before the Coroner, W. Robinson, Esq, and a Jury, of which Mr. John Watson was the foreman.
Timothy Mullens, the brother of the deceased, was the principal witness examined, and he said: I and my brother
James worked at Mr. Round’s colliery, at Tividale, as miners. We were at work there on Friday night, the 26th of
February, and on leaving work at about seven on Saturday morning, we went to Mr. Pratt’s public house, near the
colliery, and remained there drinking till about twelve o’clock. We then left and went to the house of Mr. Timothy
Thomas, the ASH TREE, also at Tividale, where we had more ale, and we remained there till between three and four
o’clock. We then left, in company with two other men, and a little way along the road we overtook a man with a
horse and cart coming towards Dudley. I and another man (not my brother) said something to the carter which led



to blows, and I and my brother struck him. The carter, however, drove on, and we thought it was all settled, and we
went on; but one of the two men having stayed a little behind I turned back, and observed him running towards us
from a crowd of persons in the road who had come up to him. In doing so he fell down, and I and my brother and
the other man went back to him. On reaching him, he was surrounded by the crowd of men referred to, who were
striking him as he lay on the ground, but I cannot say whether with their fists or with sticks. I believe I commenced
striking some of my companion’s assailants in order to rescue him; and after the fight we went to another public
house called the GATE, where we remained probably an hour, then came straight to Dudley. I believe my brother
took part in both fights; but I did not see anybody strike him at all. He seemed to be in good health on Saturday
morning and went to work on the Monday following, but he complained of being stiff and said he was very bad. He
finished his days’ work at three o’clock, and then came home. I saw him on Wednesday, and he was then ill, and
continued so until he died on Monday night. Neither he nor I was sober when the fighting took place. I do not know
the names of the other men engaged in the quarrelling, but I know that the man who drove the cart was employed
by Messrs. Hopkins and Bradley.

The evidence of Mr. James Fisher, surgeon, was to the effect that he attended the deceased on Wednesday, the 3rd
instant. The latter complained much of pain in the head and side and other parts of his body, and he also vomited
very much. His left eye was black, and there were bruises on his cheek, shoulder, and side. The skin was knocked
off the whole of the knuckles of the left hand and some off the right, and he was partially delirious. He told him
(Mr. Fisher) he was in a row on the Saturday before. Mr. Fisher continued his attendance on each of the five
subsequent days. From the post mortem examination which he made on Tuesday he found the left lung very much
diseased indeed. There was no fracture of any kind, and the cause of death was clearly inflammation of the left lung,
which might have been produced by various causes, such as cold, or a fall, or a blow, or by all combined. The
inflammation might have commenced either before or subsequent to the Saturday.

The wife of Timothy Mullens said she saw one of the crowd strike the deceased with a pike-helve several times. The
fight originated in her opinion from the row with the carter

The Coroner pointed out to the witness Timothy the senseless folly of sending so much of his time in public houses,
and then addressing himself to the Jury said that with such evidence as Mr. Fisher had given it was impossible that
any person could be convicted of manslaughter, and therefore that it was not necessary that additional evidence
should be obtained to the identity of the men who struck the deceased.

The Jury then gave a verdict of died from inflammation of the lungs, but how or by what means that inflammation
was caused does not appear in the evidence.”

Birmingham Daily Post 5/7/1858 - Advert

“Freehold Houses, Tividale.

By Mr. S. Powell, at the house of Mr. Timothy Thomas, the ASH TREE INN, Tividale, Tomorrow (Tuesday) the 6th
of July, at Six o’clock in the evening — Five Freehold Dwelling Houses, situate in Chapel Street, Tividale.”

County Advertiser 5/11/1859

“On Monday, the 17th ult, the attention of the police wad directed to certain disturbances at Tividale, caused by the
holding of foot races, at which a large number of disorderly characters — extending along the turnpike road upwards
of a mile — assembled from the entire district for many miles around. These ‘races,” which appear to have been the
occasion for drinking and its accompanying evils, led to various excesses, which resulted in the interference of the
police.....

A charge was also brought against Timothy Thomas, landlord of the ASHTREE public house, Tividale, for allowing
drunken conduct in his house on the same day — the occasion of the races. This charge was also proved by Police-
constables Denholme and Torr. The Bench, after a patient attention to the evidence, fined the defendant (for whom
Mr. Lowe appeared) 5s and costs.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 1/8/1860

“At the Wednesbury Petty Sessions, yesterday, before James Bagnall and D. Round, Esqrs, the following beer sellers
were summoned and convicted of having kept their houses open for the sale of beer at the wake beyond the hours
allowed by the statute, viz, till half-past eleven at night ..... Timothy Thomas, Dudley Road ..... They were all fined
5s and costs, and cautioned as to their future transactions.”

Timothy Thomas, retailer of beer, Tividale. [1862]
Timothy Thomas, beer retailer, Tividale. [1864]



Birmingham Journal 19/9/1863 - Advert

“Unreserved Sale. ASH TREE INN, Tividale.

To Publicans, Brokers, Private Families, and Others.

To be Sold by Auction, by Mr. John Bent, upon the Premises, on Thursday Next, September 24, the whole of the
Public House Fixtures Gas Fittings, Bell Pulls, Brewing Utensils, Mash Tub, Vats and Piping, Coolers, Boilers and
Fittings, superior Five-pull Beer Machine with Piping complete; Tap Tables, metal tops; cross-leg Drinking ditto;
hogshead and half-hogshead Casks; 36-gallon ditto; quantity of Old and Fresh Ale; Pewter Spirit and Ale Measures;
labelled Spirit Barrels; Cups, Jugs, and Glasses, together with the neat and genteel Household Furniture, Feather
Beds, Bedsteads, Linen, mahogany Centre Table, Loo ditto, mahogany Sofa, horse-hair seating; Dressing Tables,
Washstands, Swing Glasses, Chairs, Barometer, Carpets, Fat Pig, and numerous other Effects, belonging to Mr.
Timothy Thomas, under a Bill of Sale.

Sale to commence at Twelve o’clock.”

Birmingham Daily Gazette 24/9/1863 - Advert

“Unreserved Sale, ASH TREE INN, Tividale, near Dudley.

By Mr. John Bent, This Day (Thursday), Sept. 24 — the Stock-In-Trade, Public House Fixtures, Gas-fittings, Brewing
Utensils, Stock of Ale, Beer Machine, quantity of Fencing, Rick of Hay, fat Pig, together with the neat and clean
Household Furniture, Feather Beds, Linen, and numerous other Effects, belonging to Mr. Timothy Thomas, under a
Bill of Sale.

Sale to commence at Twelve o’clock.”

Birmingham Daily Post 4/2/1864

“The report of the case in which Thomas Bowater, a miner, was examined before the Dudley Bench, on the charge
of having caused the death of William Brazenall, in the New Road, on Sunday morning last, was given in the Daily
Post of yesterday, on which day Mr. E. Hooper, the Coroner, held an inquest on the body of the deceased, at the
house of Mr. T. Thomas, the ASH TREE INN, Chapel Street. Similar testimony to that given was given before the
Magistrates having been adduced, the Jury found a verdict of Accidental Death. The accused had been liberated on
his own recognisances by the Dudley Magistrates, who heard the case on Monday.”

Worcestershire Chronicle 10/2/1864

“On Saturday morning, just before one o’clock, a man named William Brazenall, who resided in Chapel Street,
Tividale was knocked down on the Birmingham Road, near to the Dudley railway bridge. It would appear that
deceased, on running down the hill, accidentally came against a man named Thomas Bowater, who was coming from
Tipton in a state of intoxication. Bowater put his hand forward to save himself, and they both fell. Brazenall was
severely hurt by the fall or the collision, and died in a few hours afterwards.”

Birmingham Journal 1/4/1865 - Advert

“Important Sale, at the ASH TREE INN, Tividale.

To Publicans, Brokers, Parties Furnishing, and Others.

Messrs. Hipkins and Thomas have received instructions to Sell by Auction, on Monday Next, the 3rd day of April
inst, without the least reserve.

The whole of the Furniture, Gas Fittings, feather Beds, Bed Clothing, Bedsteads, Sofa, Eight-day Clock, copper Tea
Kettle, Chest of Drawers, Chimney Ornaments, Windsor and other Chairs, Tables; and all the Stock-in-Trade, Five-
pull Beer Machine, Malt, a quantity of prime Old Ale, prime Herefordshire Cider, Cups, Jugs, well-seasoned Ale
Barrels, cast and wrought iron Boilers, and numerous Effects, belonging to Mr. Joseph Thomas, of the ASH TREE
INN, Tividale, under a Bill of Sale.

Sale to commence at Ten o’clock.”
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Birmingham Daily Post 5/5/1865 - Advert

“The ASH TREE INN, Tividale.

To be Let, with immediate possession, the above Roadside Public House, situated in the centre of the Ebro Works,
the Globe Tin Works and Sheet Mills, Gilbert’s extensive Brick Works, and several large Collieries. The House has
undergone a thorough state of repair, and consists of Front Tap Room, capital Bar, Back Kitchen, four Chamber
Rooms, good Cellaring, Brewhouse, and Soft Water Cistern; Coach-house, six-horse Stable, with Store Room over,
Piggery, large and extensive enclosed Yard, and well supplied with Hard and Soft Water. The above offers a first-
class opening for an enterprising party. The Fixtures to be taken to at a valuation.

For Rent and particulars, apply to Mr. John Bent, Auctioneer, No.5, Union Street, Dudley.”

County Advertiser 26/8/1865

“At the Police Court, Benjamin Wiley, a police-constable stationed at Tividale, was charged with assaulting John
Griffiths, a carter, belonging to the same place. Mr. Stokes appeared for the prosecution, and Mr. Shakespeare
defended. The case occupied the Court for a considerable time.

The evidence of prosecutor, which was in some respects borne out by a witness, was to the effect that he was going
into the ASH TREE public house, Tividale, at a few minutes to twelve o’clock on the night of the 7th inst. Defendant
came to him and told him to go home. On his refusing to do so, the defendant pushed him down the steps, and then
struck him a blow on the head with a stick. Witness was quite sober.

The witnesses were subjected to a long cross-examination by Mr. Shakespeare, and the answers given by the
complainant were not altogether satisfactory.

A summons had been taken out against Griffiths for assaulting Wiley at the same time, and another for alleged
disorderly conduct. Three or four of Griffiths’s relatives, who took part in the row, were also summoned to answer
similar complaints. Before any evidence was called, however, the Bench said that as it was a trifling affair, the case
against the policeman would be dismissed, and the charges preferred by the police would be withdrawn.”

County Advertiser 26/8/1865

“At the Police Court, on Wednesday, Thomas Smith, landlord of the ASH TREE INN, Tividale, was charged with
unlawfully permitting gambling in his house, on the 19th inst. Mr. Shakespeare, who appeared on the part of the
prosecution, asked for a heavy fine, as the defendant had himself taken part in the gambling.

Police-constable Daulman stated that about nine o’clock in the evening of the day named he visited defendant’s
house in plain clothes. In one of the rooms he found a party engaged in the game of ‘ringing the bull.” He also saw
the defendant receive money he had won from one of the players. Police-constable Wiley came in soon after, and
the game was at once stopped. After Wiley had left the game was resumed; and witness heard defendant say that if
he met Wiley in the dark he would ‘make it hot for him.’

In answer to the Bench, the police gave the house a bad character.

The defendant admitted that gambling had taken place, but vehemently protested that he had not taken any part in
it.

Fined 40s and costs.”

Birmingham Daily Post 7/10/1867 - Advert

“ASH TREE INN, Tividale.

To be Let, the above-named Old-licensed Inn, fronting the Birmingham Road, near to extensive Works. The
Premises are convenient, and the Fixtures let with the Premises. Coming-in under £50.

Apply on the Premises; or to John G. Wright, Auctioneer, &c, Castle Street, Dudley.”

Birmingham Daily Post 12/12/1867

“At the County Court, yesterday, Mr. Watson (Watson and Topham) applied for an order of committal against John
Collis Smith, beerhouse keeper, of Wednesbury, for non-obedience to a judgement given against him in the Dudley
County Court, at the suit of Isaac Cohen, furniture dealer and jeweller, Birmingham.

The plaintiff’s case was that prior to June last he sold a gold watch to the defendant — who, at that time, was keeping
the ASH TREE INN, at Tividale — for £20, the arrangement being that the purchase money should be paid at the rate
of 10s per fortnight. The arrangement was faithfully adhered to for some time, but at last the payments were
discontinued, and the defendant was sued in the Dudley County Court, in the name of Thomas Smith, plaintiff having
all along known him by that name. Before the case came on for hearing, defendant consented to judgement being
entered against him for payment at the rate agreed upon in the first instance, and actually paid one sovereign, but



before the second became due he had removed to Wednesbury with his family. When an execution was issued he
stated that his name was John Collis Smith, and that the watch and chain must have been supplied to his son Thomas.
Mr. Watson according applied that ‘John Collis’ should be substituted for ‘Thomas’ in the judgement, and that the
defendant should be committed.

Mr. Dale, who appeared for defendant, objected to his Honour making any alteration in an order from the Dudley
Court.

His Honour remarked that it was not necessary for him to send the defendant to prison in any other manner than that
in which he had been sued. The order might, therefore, remain as it was.

Witnesses were then called.

The plaintiff positively denied that he had ever had any transactions with the defendant’s son 7homas, or that the
instalments of the purchase money were ever paid to him by anyone but the defendant’s wife (for whom he was told
the watch was bought) or the defendant himself. The defendant had, too, always negotiated with him with reference
to the suit on his own behalf and not on behalf of his son.

For the defence the defendant swore that the watch and chain were not ordered by him, or intended for his wife, and
that, although the instalments due to Mr. Cohen were sometimes paid by himself, sometimes by his daughters, and
sometimes by his wife, they were always made for his son Thomas.

In cross-examination he admitted that before he went to live at Tividale he kept the Horse Shoes Inn, at Kings
Norton, where he was unfortunate, his furniture being sold under a distress for rent, and he became bankrupt. His
son, Thomas, then took the house at Tividale, defendant finding the greater part of the furniture, with money which
he obtained from relatives, and with his wife and daughters attending to the business while his son was at work at
Smethwick. He also paid three quarters rent for his son. Business fell off after a time, and his son gave up the house,
defendant then buying the business, which he still has at Wednesbury, and taking with him some chairs which his
son had had from Mr. Cohen.

Defendant’s son Thomas corroborated this statement, declaring that he ordered the watch and chain, and wore them
until his difficulties induced him to sell them to a man named Thomas, who had gone abroad. He did not wish to
dispute the debt, but was anxious to pay if the plaintiff would only take a moderate sum per month until he got work
again.

His Honour said his impression was that the whole affair was a juggle between the defendant and his son. He had
no more doubt than if had been present of the scheme which was concocted between them, and he should make an
order of committal, not to be executed for three months. Order made accordingly. The case occupied the Court
between four and five hours.”

The Sportsman 15/8/1868

“Tim Thomas, of Tividale, will run H. Tudor, of Dudley Port, 100 or 120 yards, for £10 or £20 a-side, and will meet
him at J. Vaughan’s, ASH TREE INN, Tividale, any time he likes. To run at Burnt Tree Grounds in six or eight
weeks from signing.”

Dudley Herald 28/11/1868
“To be let ..... old established roadside public house. The premises are very compact and in excellent condition and
situate in the midst of very important works.”

1871 Census

Dudley Road

[1] Benjamin Attwood (36), licensed victualler, born Dumbleton, Gloucestershire;
[2] Ann Attwood (34), wife, born Birmingham;

[3] Elizabeth H. Attwood (10), daughter, scholar, born Rowley Regis;

[4] Emma Attwood (6), daughter, born Rowley Regis;

[5] James Attwood (5), son, born Rowley Regis;

[6] Caroline Attwood (2), daughter, born Rowley Regis;

[7] Alice Attwood (8 months), daughter, born Rowley Regis;

[8] Sarah Jones (16), domestic servant, born Brierley Hill:

Birmingham Daily Post 9/3/1878 - Advert
“Lost (10s reward), between Oldbury Station and Tividale, a Silk Umbrella, with bone horse-shoe handle.
Anyone returning it to B. Attwood, ASH TREE INN, Tividale, will receive the above reward.”



County Express 1/1/1881

“Henry Cooke, Denis Clapham, and Thomas Street, three young men, living in the Dudley Road, Tividale, were
charged with assaulting Edward Read and William Read, at West Bromwich, on the 25th inst, and stealing from the
person of Edward Read the sum of £2 5s, and a watch and chain. Mr. Stokes defended.

The prosecutors are father and son, and it appeared from the evidence adduced that on the night of the 25th inst, they
were drinking at the ASH TREE INN, Tividale. The three prisoners with others were present, and William Read
‘stood in” with Cooke in some tossing that took place. This was succeeded by a conversation between Read and
Cooke; and high words ensuing Read challenged Cooke to fight. Subsequently the prisoners left the house, and a
few minutes afterwards the prosecutors followed in company with Mr. Attwood, the landlord of the ASH TREE INN,
who quitted them after he had walked a short distance. They proceeded on through Tividale tunnel, when on a
sudden they came in contact with five men, three of whom were the prisoners. They were set upon, and beaten, and
the elder Read was knocked senseless to the ground. His son, who received several blows upon the face, seized
Cooke, and drew him to the mouth of the tunnel, whereupon one of the other prisoners cried out to Cooke, ‘Don’t
let him go, settle him.” Read, the younger, believing that his father had been killed, hurried to the police station at
Greets Green, West Bromwich, and fetched a policeman. On returning to the tunnel, however, they saw nothing of
the prisoners, but met the father who had recovered his senses. He told them that he had missed his watch and purse,
which contained £2 10s in gold and silver, and that he knew the men who had taken them.

In cross-examination the prosecutors swore that they were sober when they left the public house.

Samuel Spicer, a labourer, of Tividale, said he was in the ASH TREE INN, on the night in question. Cooke in
company with Clapham and Street came to him and asked him ‘If he would be one in this mess.” On the witness
asking for an explanation, Cooke said he meant to rob Read. Witness told them that he had some money without
doing that. He saw Cooke the next morning, and the latter said to him, ‘I have done the deed that I was talking to
you about last night.’

Thomas Edwards, miner, Tividale, said Cooke had invited him to come and help to rob Read. Three of them had
made a bargain, and they wanted him to go.

Benjamin Attwood, landlord of the ASH TREE INN, was called as a witness, and he stated that he accompanied the
Reads a part of the way home, because from a rumour afloat he suspected that an attack would be made upon them.
Police-constable Robinson, of West Bromwich, and Police-constable Winfield, of Tividale, gave evidence as to the
arrest of the prisoners, and stated that in answer to the charge each of them denied having had anything to do in the
matter. A search made upon their persons and in their houses revealed nothing to connect them with the offence.
The prisoners pleaded not guilty, and were committed to take their trial at the Assizes. Bail was allowed.”

Staffordshire Sentinel 31/1/1881

“Staffordshire Winter Assizes.....

Harry Cook, Dennis Clapham, and Thomas Street, young men, surrendered to their bail and were now arraigned on
an indictment charging them with feloniously assaulting Edward Read, on the 25th of December, at Rowley Regis,
and stealing from his person the sum of £2 5s, one watch, and one purse, his property. Mr. Amphlett appeared as
counsel for the prosecution; Mr. Darling defended the prisoners Cook and Street; and Mr. Brindley appeared for
Clapham.

For the prosecution it was urged that on Christmas Eve the prosecutor and his son were drinking at a public house
called the ASH TREE, at Rowley Regis. After having been there about three hours — the prisoners being also in the
house — the prosecutor and his son left, and walked down the road, three quarters of a mile, when they came to a
tunnel under the railway and canal. The prosecutor, soon after entering the tunnel, was set upon by four of five
men-— as being among whom he positively swore to the prisoners — who robbed him of his money, to the amount
mentioned; his watch and his purse, and brutally ill-used both him and his son. Cook, it was contended, had
previously been heard deliberately planning the outrage to the other men.

When the case for the prosecution had closed, and Mr. Darling was about to address the jury for his clients, the
learned Judge asked the opinion of the jury as to the strength of the case against the prisoners Street and Clapham.
The only evidence against them and that on which they were asked to convict, was the assertion of the elder Read
that he could identify them eighteen yards down a dark tunnel on a Christmas night, when there was no moon — not
by their voices, which he had heard, he said, in the public house, but by their appearance. He put it to the jury
whether, as rational men, they could believe such a statement, and thought it safe to convict upon.

The jury consulted for a few moments after hearing the remarks of the learned Judge, and ultimately coming to the
conclusion that the evidence against Clapham and Street was not clear and satisfactory, acquitted them.



Mr. Darling then addressed the jury on behalf of the prisoner Cook, urging that, as in the case of the other prisoners,
the evidence evidently was not conclusive against him, and arguing that, apart from the light in the tunnel being
insufficient for the purpose of recognition, the elder Read was so drunk that he did not know what he was about, and
could not therefore, with any certainty, swear to the prisoner as being one of the men who assaulted him.

The learned Judge summed up to the jury at great length, and finally they acquitted the prisoner.”

1881 Census

61, Dudley Road

[1] Benjamin Attwood (44), licensed victualler, born Dumbleton, Gloucestershire;
[2] Ann Attwood (42), wife, born Birmingham;

[3] Emma Attwood (17), daughter, born Tividale:

Dudley and Districtl News 2/8/1884

“On Tuesday Mr. Edwin Hooper (South Staffordshire coroner) held an inquest at the ASH TREE INN, Tividale,
Rowley Regis, respecting the death of John Thomas Martin (6), who was found drowned in the Birmingham Canal.
When playing with a schoolfellow the deceased accidentally fell into the canal, and was drowned, although efforts
were made to rescue him. A verdict of Accidental Death was returned.”

Birmingham Daily Post 12/11/1885

“Three police constables, named Winfield, Mountney, and Smith, were charged at Old Hill Police Court, yesterday,
with having committed perjury in a case heard at that court in June last, in which a man named Midian Evans and
three others were convicted of being the principals in a cock-fight at Tividale. A number of witnesses were called
who swore that Evans was not present at the cock-fight, and that at the time it was taking place he was in the ASH
TREE INN, Tividale. After a prolonged hearing the case was adjourned until the 20th inst.”

County Express 21/11/1885

“At the Old Hill Police Court, yesterday, before Messrs. W. Bassano, W. Holcroft, and J. Walker, the three police-
constables, Winfield, Mountney, and Smith, were charged on adjourned summonses with having committed wilful
and corrupt perjury in connection with some prosecutions for cock fighting in June last. The details of the former
hearing were given in our issue of Saturday last. No one appeared yesterday to continue the prosecution, and the
magistrates said that there was really no additional evidence to offer, and that the summonses would be dismissed;
the prosecution had completely failed to make out cases, and there was nothing whatever to show that the police
officers had committed perjury. The magistrates further ordered the depositions to be sent to the Public Prosecutor
in order that proceedings may be taken against several of the witnesses for perjury.”

Birmingham Daily Post 30/3/1886

“Mr. E. Hooper (coroner) held an inquest yesterday, at the ASH TREE INN, Dudley Road, Tividale, relative to the
death of a female child, not identified, whose body was found in a canal basin at Tividale, on Wednesday last.

A girl named Alice Tunley stated that on the day named, whilst she was playing near the canal, her attention was
called to something which was floating near the side. It proved to be the body of a child, and a lad named John Cox
pulled it out of the water by a piece of pack cord which was tied loosely round its neck. The police were fetched,
and the body was removed to a public house. When the witness saw the body it was quite naked, and there was no
cloth or paper near it.

Mr. E. Price stated that he had made a post mortem examination of the body. The child was born alive, and was now
in an advanced state of decomposition, having been dead probably between a week and a fortnight. There were no
external marks of violence of the body, but he discovered a large swelling on the back of the head, which was not
discoloured, and which he found was a large clot of blood. This had been evidently caused by a blow, and could not
well be the effect of a fall. There was no evidence of strangulation or suffocation, and the cause of death was shock,
resulting from the severe injury to the back of the head.

Police-constable Winfield said he had made enquiries about the child, but had failed to obtain any further evidence.
The police officer produced the cord which was round the child’s neck, and pointed out that there was a loop in the
loose end which might have been made for the purpose of attaching a brick to it.



The Coroner said he did not think the jury could do otherwise than return a verdict of wilful murder against some
person or persons unknown on the evidence they had before them. The police could still go on prosecuting their
enquiries, and if further action was necessary it might be taken by magistrates.

The jury concurred, and a verdict was accordingly returned of Wilful Murder against some person or persons
unknown.”

County Express 18/8/1888

“Samuel Baker, landlord of the ASH TREE INN, Dudley Road, Tividale, was charged with selling ale during
prohibited hours, on the 11th inst.

Police-constable McDermott said that at half-past two on Saturday morning he saw two men come from the back of
the defendant’s house with a bottle containing four quarts of beer. One of the men, Samuel Onions said the beer was
ordered before eleven o’clock. The other man ran away.

The defendant said the men, who were puddlers, came to his house almost fainting in consequence of the heat, and
witness thought he was doing his duty in supplying the beer. Defendant was fined 20s and costs.”

County Express 1/9/1888

“The annual licensing session took place at the Police Court, Old Hill, on Wednesday.....

The names of the following appeared on the black list, and were dealt with as follows.....

Samuel Baker, landlord of the ASH TREE, Tividale, fined £1 and costs for selling ale during prohibited hours on the
15th August. License granted.”

Birmingham Daily Post 25/3/1889

“On Saturday afternoon, Mr. E. Hooper (coroner) held an inquest at the ASH TREE INN, Tividale, relative to the
death of Arthur Hawthorne (18), who formerly resided in Chapel Street, Tipton, who was found drowned on the 22nd
inst in a pool at Oakham, Tividale.

Thomas Hawthorne, father of the deceased, said his son left home about 11am on the 16th of February for the
purpose of going with a companion to the Jubilee Colliery, Tividale. He heard no more of him until his body was
found.

Ebenezer Morris said he was with the deceased, at the GEORGE AND DRAGON INN at 9pm on the 16th of
February, and at that time deceased was drunk.

The jury returned a verdict of Found Dead.”

Dudley Mercury 22/6/1889

“Thomas Smith, Providence Street, Great Bridge, and Sampson Boon, Great Bridge Street, West Bromwich, were
charged with stealing two pigeons, the property of Samuel Baker, landlord of the ASH TREE, Tividale, on the 13th
nst.

Prosecutor said he left his pigeons in the yard safe on the morning in question. At nine o’clock the same night the
pigeons were gone.

Isaiah Baker, son of prosecutor, said he saw the defendants in the yard at his father’s house, near to the pigeon pen.
He missed the pigeons about an hour after.

Police-constable Winfield arrested the defendants, and found the two pigeons under their shirts.

Boon was fined 20s and costs, and Smith was sentenced to one month’s imprisonment.”

1891 Census

61, Dudley Road — ASH TREE INN

[1] Thomas Bedworth (48), licensed victualler, born Rowley Regis;

[2] Mary Bedworth (48), wife, born Rowley Regis;

[3] Mary Bailey (25), daughter, born Rowley Regis;

[4] William H. Bailey (27), son-in-law, grocer’s assistant, born Harborne:



Birmingham Daily Post 23/5/1892

“On Saturday afternoon Mr. W. F. Topham (deputy coroner) held an inquest at the ASH TREE INN, Tividale,
respecting the death of Emmanuel Sheldon (20), moulder, Dudley Road, Tividale, who was found drowned in a
disused stone quarry on Thursday evening.

It was stated that deceased had often expressed a desire to learn to swim, and had frequently remarked to his brother-
in-law that the pool in which his body was found was a nice place to bathe in.

George Quinton, brother-in-law of the deceased, said he had accompanied Sheldon to the pool previously, and they
had sent the dog into the water. He was of opinion that deceased stripped and entered the pool for the purpose of
bathing, and, being unable to swim, was drowned.

The jury returned a verdict of Found Drowned.”

County Advertiser 15/8/1896

“Tividale. Football Club.

A meeting was held last Saturday in connection with the above club at the ASH TREE INN, Tividale, before a good
attendance of members and supporters, to make full arrangements for the coming season. The club did very well
considering it was their first season last year, only losing three matches, and it is hoped they will do better this
season.”

County Advertiser 5/12/1896

“On Tuesday morning, Mr. A. A. Betham (deputy coroner), held an inquest at the ASH TREE INN, Tividale,
concerning the death of Edwin Butler (48), blacksmith, formerly residing at Chapel Street, Tividale, who died on the
26th of November from the effects of injuries received whilst following his employment at Messrs. Round’s
Furnaces, Tividale, on the 20th ult.

Clara Butler, wife of deceased, identified the body, and said deceased worked at Messrs. Round’s Furnaces, Tividale.
On the 20th of November, he went to his work as usual in good health. When he returned home at 5-30 witness said
she thought he had been working over, but he replied that he had hurt himself. He said he was lifting a plate, when
he slipped and fell on his right side. He complained of much pain, but there was no bruise on his side. At 5-30 the
next morning deceased endeavoured to get up to go to his work, but he could not do so. Witness suggested that she
should call in a doctor, but he said he would wait to see if he got better. On the 21st ult witness took him to Dr.
Lyddon’s, at Oldbury.

The Coroner: It was very foolish of you to take the deceased in such a state to the doctor. Why did you not call in
a doctor to him? — Witness: It was his wish that he should go to the doctor.

Deceased began to grow worse on Monday night, and complained of the pain in his side. Witness sent for Dr.
Lyddon on Tuesday morning, but he came in the afternoon. The doctor examined deceased, and said it was a bad
wrench he had sustained. On Wednesday he still continued to grow worse, and as Dr. Lyddon did not come before
afternoon, she called in Dr. Price, who immediately came and made an examination of deceased. He said there were
no ribs broken, but some bone had been displaced, causing an internal bruise. On Wednesday deceased was very
wild, and was raving about his work and the plates, and it took two persons to carefully watch him. He died at 4-30
on Thursday afternoon. Deceased said he asked Mr. Hewitt, in the employ of the firm, to have someone to help him,
as he had got a heavy job on. Mr. Hewitt said they must work together, meaning deceased and the other workmen.
Edwin Butler, son of deceased, said he was a striker, and helped his father at Messrs. Round’s works. On the 20th
of November deceased was cutting boiler plates. He had been previously engaged on the same kind of work.
Witness and deceased were engaged in carrying the plates when one of them suddenly twisted and deceased slipped
and fell down. The plate struck deceased on the side, and he said the pain was very severe.

Dr. Charles Lyddon said he saw deceased on the 21st of November. Witness examined him carefully, and considered
that the deceased was very ill, and was suffering from a sprain of his side, and a severe cold. Witness gave him some
medicine for influenza. He was very ill, and suffering from inflammation of the lungs on the 24th ult. He thought
that deceased died from pneumonia, following influenza.

William Wall, an employe of Messrs. Round, said he was helping deceased and his son on the 20th of November,
but he did not see any accident occur or any plates twist. Deceased did not complain of a bad cough the day before
the accident occurred.

Police-constable Robinson said he had made inquiries, and found that deceased had been ill for some time, and
complained of pains to his fellow workmen.



The coroner said there was strange conflict of evidence, as two medical men saw deceased before his death, he
thought it would be advisable to adjourn the inquest for Dr. Price’s attendance, and in the mean time he would order
a post mortem examination of the body to be made.

The inquest was adjourned until Tuesday next.”

County Advertiser 12/12/1896

“On Tuesday afternoon Mr. A. A. Betham (deputy coroner) resumed the adjourned inquest on the body of Edwin
Butler (48), blacksmith, formerly residing at Chapel Street, Tividale, who died under strange circumstances, at the
ASH TREE INN, Dudley Road, Tividale. Mr. J. Jackson, Her Majesty’s Inspector of Factories and Workshops, was
present, Mr. J. Round appeared on behalf of Messrs. Round Bros. Mr. S. Hopper, of Dudley, represented the widow
of the deceased.

The Coroner said the inquiry was adjourned for a post mortem examination.

Dr. Edwin Price, of Dudley Port, said he made a post mortem examination of the body on the 2nd inst. He found
undoubted signs of inflammation of both lungs, and pleurisy of both sides. The heart was also affected. There was
no signs of influenza or any internal injury. He considered that deceased died from pleuro-pneumonia.

In reply to Mr. Hooper he said he had never attended deceased before. When witness examined deceased he did not
say that he had been to a supper the night before the accident, and he was as well as ever. What he did say was that
he was fairly well. Deceased did not seem as if he had been neglected.

It then transpired that Dr. Lyddon signed a form from Messrs. Rounds works, and gave it to deceased’s son.

The Coroner asked for the production of the form, and Mr. Hewitt, clerk at the works, was despatched for it. On the
form being produced the Coroner said it was signed by Dr. Lyddon, and showed that deceased was suffering from
an injury and was disabled from work.

A juryman asked Dr. Lyddon why he made that declaration.

Dr. Lyddon: The man complained of the injury and I put it on the form. He examined him and gave him some lotion,
and as the man was weak he did it in a charitable way, thinking that he would benefit by it.

Questioned by the Coroner as to whether that was the usual course, he replied that it was. He was, however, firmly
of opinion that deceased died from pneumonia, and that the accident had nothing whatever to do with the man’s
death.

Deceased’s son brought the note which referred to the employers’ liability.

Mr. J. Round said if deceased had met with an accident he would received10s per week from the office, and £50
could be claimed by his widow at his death. He saw deceased’s son, after the accident was supposed to have
occurred, and he said his father was suffering from a severe cold.

The Coroner said the jury had only to consider how deceased came by his death.

After deliberation for some time the jury returned a verdict in accordance with the medical evidence.

At the conclusion of the inquest Dr. Price said there was a great need for a public mortuary at Tividale, especially
when doctors had to make post mortem examinations.

The Coroner said he was informed that the only mortuary in Tividale was at the infectious hospital, and that was not
a nice place for post mortem examinations to be made.

Dr. Price: The nearest mortuary is at Tipton.

The Coroner said he would forward his recommendation to the proper authorities.”

Thomas Bedworth — see also OLDE BULLS HEAD, YE.
Benjamin Hollis = Benjamin Hollies = Benjamin Hollier

County Advertiser 16/10/1897
“An interim authority of the ASH TREE TAVERN, Tividale, was granted to Benjamin Hollier.”

County Advertiser 5/1/1901

“Mr. H. A. Pearson (coroner) held an inquest at the ASH TREE INN, Dudley Road, Tividale, on Monday last,
respecting the death of John Bennett (25), quarry labourer, Watson Street, Kates Hill, Dudley, who was found
drowned in Barkers Pool at Oakham.

Thomas Bennett, a brother, stated that he was with the deceased on the morning of the 27th ult, and they had four
whiskies together, during which deceased remarked, ‘We may not meet another Christmas.” The next time he saw
him he was dead.



Samuel Bennett said deceased told him to fetch the dog to take to a coursing match, but when he returned with the
dog deceased had gone.

Joseph Bunn stated that he met the deceased at 11.30 on the 27th ult, and they walked together to Oakham. On
arriving at the railway bridge deceased said, ‘You can go to the coursing meeting yourself; I shall go no further.” In
the evening, as the deceased was missing, he went in the direction of Barbers Pool, and found the deceased’s hat
hanging on a thorn bush, and underneath it was a coat. In a pocket was a paper, on which was written the deceased’s
name and address. He gave information to the police.

Police-constable Robinson said he dragged the pool in consequence of information received, and at a depth of fifteen
yards recovered the deceased’s body.

Dr. Price said death was due to drowning.

It was stated that four or five persons had committed suicide in the same pool.

The jury returned a verdict of Suicide during Temporary Insanity.”

1901 Census

61, Dudley Road — ASH TREE INN

[1] Benjamin Hollis (59), licensed publican, born Tipton;

[2] Rachel Hollis (58), wife, born Tipton;

[3] Elizabeth Male (22), daughter, widow, born Tipton;

[4] William Hollis (20), son, ironworks labourer, born Tipton;
[5] Lylie Hollis (16), daughter, dressmaker, born Tipton;

[6] Kate Cook (16), domestic servant, born Tipton;

[7] Ethel Male (2), grand-daughter, born Tipton:

Nottingham Evening Post 4/3/1902

“Yesterday Mr. H. A. Pearson (Coroner) held an inquest at the ASH TREE TAVERN, Dudley Road, Tividale,
respecting the death of Samuel Hinton, 15, labourer, formerly residing at Tabernacle Street, Oldbury, who was
loading ashes from a mound at the Lye Cross Colliery, Rowley, on Saturday afternoon, when a fall of burning ashes
from the top of the mound partially covered him. A woman, named Louisa Hickman, who saw the accident, ran to
the mound, and was pulling deceased out when another fall occurred, deceased being completely covered by the
burning ashes. A man named Thomas Bishton, who came upon the scene, also attempted to rescue him, but found
that his leg was pinned against the ashes by one of the wheels of the cart. Deceased was eventually recused after a
large quantity of ashes had been removed, but life was extinct, the body being burnt in a terrible manner from head
to foot. The jury returned a verdict of Accidental Death.”

Benjamin Hollis — see also ALBION, Tividale.

County Advertiser 13/6/1903
“The following licenses were transferred.....
ASH TREE INN, Dudley Road, Tividale, from Benjamin Hollis (deceased) to his widow, Rachel Hollis.”

Albert Paskin — see also ROYAL EXCHANGE, Tividale.

1911 Census

82, Dudley Road — ASH TREE INN

[1] George William Hill (33), publican, born West Bromwich;

[2] Annie Elizabeth Hill (31), wife, married 6 years, assisting in business, born Rowley Regis;
[3] Tereasa Hill (6), daughter, school, born Rowley Regis;

[4] Stanley Hill (4), son, born Rowley Regis:

George William Hill — see also BROWN LION, Tividale.



Dudley Chronicle 23/9/1916

“At Tipton Police Court, on Tuesday, Mary Mills, a married woman, of Railway Street, Tipton, was summoned for
assaulting Mary Ann Murray, wife of the licensee of the ASH TREE INN, Tividale, on September 9th.

Mr. T. D. Hickman (Old Hill) prosecuted, and said that complainant was on a visit to her mother when she met
defendant, who was a complete stranger to her. Without any provocation defendant stuck the woman on the forehead
and later met her in the street again and knocked her unconscious.

Evidence in support of this was called, and defendant, who behaved disorderly in court, was committed to 14 days’
hard labour, Alderman Homer observing, ‘It is a most outrageous and unprovoked assault.’

Defendant was also bound over for twelve months for threatening a sister of the complainant in the last case.”

Dudley Chronicle 8/11/1919

“Tividale Labour Party, of which Councilor C. C. Lewis, is chairman and Mr. Arthur Birch secretary, held a very
successful smoking concert at the ASH TREE INN, Tividale, yesterday (Friday) week. Mr. A. Birch presided, and
included in the large attendance were Councillor C. C. Lewis, H. Dearne, J. Palmer, A. Bowdler, B. Street, H. Halph,
H. Wood, J. Hollick, G. Taylor, and J. H. Walton (the Labour agent).

During the evening Mr. C. H. Sitch, MP for the Division, attended, and met with an enthusiastic reception, the
company rising and singing ‘For he’s a jolly good fellow.’

The Chairman, on behalf of himself and a few friends, presented Mr. Sitch with a gold-mounted cigarette holder as
a slight mark of the esteem in which he is held in Tividale...... ”

South Staffordshire Times 18/9/1920
“On Tuesday morning there was a very large party conveyed in Allsop’s two fine ‘sharries,” the ‘Globe’ and the
‘Favourite,” from the ASH TREE INN, Tivdale (host Mr. Alfred Burns). Their destination was Stratford-on-Avon.”

Edwin Shelton = Edward Shelton

Dudley Chronicle 26/3/1925

“On Tuesday March 17th an inquest was held at the ASH TREE INN, Dudley Road, Tividale, relative to the death
of William Clift, of 261, Dudley Road, Tividale, who died in his 82nd year. It was stated that the deceased was
formerly a blacksmith, and that eight years ago he retired. He was in failing health for some time, but did not take
to his bed until the 13th inst. On that date, at 5.30pm, Mrs. Clift went upstairs to see if he wanted a cup of tea, and
she found that he was breathing faster than usual. He became worse, and died shortly afterwards. He had suffered
from a rupture for about 14 years. Dr. Messiter, of Dudley, gave medical evidence, and the Coroner (Mr. W. C.
Checkley) recorded a verdict of Death from Natural Causes.”

Dudley Chronicle 27/8/1925

“Tividale Parade. For the Help of the Hospitals.

Although it has been in existence for only eight months, the efforts of those who are responsible for the activities of
the Tividale Hospital and Friendly Societies’ Committee for the hospitals, are most praiseworthy. During the eight
months there has been collected at the WONDER HOTEL £5 9s, MINERS ARMS £4 15s 9d, Tividale EMS £1 9s,
ASH TREE INN 3s, a total of £11 16s 9d. From this amount there has been sent to the Dudley Guest Hospital £3,
Dudley Dispensary £1 10s, Birmingham Orthopaedic 7s.....”

Bilston & Willenhall Times 28/11/1925

“The circumstances surrounding the tragic death of a pretty twenty-year-old Tividale girl were investigated on
Saturday afternoon by the South Staffordshire Coroner (Mr. W. C. Checkley), when the inquest was held at the ASH
TREE INN, Dudley Road, Tividale. The deceased was Lilian Maud Murray, of 307, Dudley Road, Tividale, who
was found in a deep pool known locally as ‘Barber’s Rest Pool,” near Oakham, Rowley Regis, on 18th November.

Mary Ann Murray, wife of William Henry Murray, a labourer, identified the body as that of her daughter. The
deceased was 20 years of age and had been employed as a machinist at the Cable Accessories Co. Ltd., Tividale.
She had always been a very healthy girl and had always appeared to be cheerful, although of a quiet disposition. She
came home to dinner at about 12.40pm on the date in question, and after dinner she left home at 1.25pm with the
object of returning to work. She took with her a thermos flask containing tea. She then appeared to be in her usual
spirits. Witness expected deceased to be home about 5.40pm, but she did not return. When witness went into
deceased’s bedroom later in the evening, about 9pm, she saw a handkerchief box on the dressing table, in which she



found a note in deceased’s handwriting. Alarmed by the contents of the note, witness went to the police station and
gave information to the authorities. It has since come to witness’s knowledge that the deceased had had some tickets
to sell for a dance which was held at the Cable Accessories canteen some time ago, and that she had failed to hand
the money for them to the promoter. The name of the man was mentioned in the letter by deceased, but he was not
known to witness. She understood that deceased had not been out with the man for the past two years.

Albert E. Fletcher (19), labourer, of 10, Oakham, Dudley, said that about 4.30pm, on November 18th, he was
walking on a public footpath at the side of a deep pool of water known as ‘Barber’s Rest,” situated about 100 yards
from the Oakham Road, when he saw a thermos and a lady’s hat on the bank about a yard from the edge of the water.
Witness looked into the water, but could see no one, and so he took the flask and the hat to the police station.

PC C. T. Hill stated that about 10am on the following day, in company with PC Taylor, he commenced dragging
operations at the pool in question. About half an hour later he recovered the deceased from about 20 feet of water.
The body was fully clothed with the exception of the hat. Witness examined the bank at the side but could find no
signs of a struggle. He removed the body to the mortuary.

In answer to the coroner, witness said he had no doubt that death was due to drowning. There were no signs of injury
about the body.

The letter left by the deceased was read by the Coroner. It was as follows:

‘Dear Mother. Do not blame me when you read this. It is temptation, mother, and this is the only way out. I know
there must be an end of it, and this is the coward’s way out. But then, mother, what could you expect from the black
sheep of the family? I could not stand it any longer. I know it will wrong you, but I am in debt everywhere. Do
not pay it, mother. If they find me after you will grant me my only wish, I hope, and that is to ask Mr. — to follow
me at my funeral, because it will be the only one I love. Always remember me as your daughter, mother. I am heart-
broken, and there is above one tear on this letter. Please remember me to my friends, if [ have any.’

The letter concluded with, “You were a good mother and dad to me,’ the mother and dad being underlined. The letter
was signed, ‘Your loving daughter, Lil,” and several crosses were appended.

The coroner asked the mother if she could account for her deceased daughter caller herself the ‘black sheep of the
family.” Mrs. Murray said that she could not. She had always idolised her daughter.

The Coroner: Then that is pure imagination? — Witness: Yes.

With regard to the tickets, the Coroner said he understood that the deceased had had 50s worth. She had not paid
the money in to the promoters. He asked witness if there would have been any difficulty in finding the money for
the deceased, had she told her of her difficulties.

Witness replied that she could have found the money for her daughter.

The Coroner said that the letter led him to the conclusion that the deceased had allowed something to prey on her
mind, and that she had thrown herself into the water in a moment of mental aberration.

A verdict of Suicide whilst of Unsound Mind was recorded.”

Dudley Chronicle 22/4/1926

“The South Staffordshire Coroner (Mr. W. C. Checkley) held an inquest on Friday at the ASH TREE INN, Tividale,
on the death of William Cole, aged 39, a widower, who resided with his mother at the BARLEY MOW, Oakham.
Joseph Cole, a stone-sett worker, and a brother of the deceased, said the latter left for work with his horse and cart,
on April 13th at 7am. At 5.15pm witness was told that his brother had met with an accident in Brades Park.
William Davies, a boy of 13 years, said at 4.20pm, on April 13, he was standing near the canal bridge in Brades Road
when he saw a horse and tip-cart coming round the bend of the road. The horse was running away, and the driver
was in the cart, holding the reins and trying to pull the horse up. Just before the horse reached witness he saw the
driver get over the front of the cart on to the left shaft. He loosed the reins and jumped, and as he did so his feet
appeared to get entangled in the reins, which caused him to fall to the ground, and a wheel went over his head.
Witness went up to him, and said he was bleeding from the ears and mouth. A postman arrived and picked the
deceased up.

A postman named Edward Jones gave similar evidence, and added that when he went to the man he found him
unconscious. Witness moved deceased to the side of the road, and feeling his pulse, could discover no movement.
Ernest Wood, a farm labourer, who also saw the accident, said the horse was obviously running away, but what had
startled it he could not say.

PC Hill said he was on duty in Dudley Road when he heard a shout and saw the horse galloping towards him and
no one in charge. He tried to stop the horse, but could not do so. He saw Cole lying dead on the pavement. He
examined the body, and found a fracture at the base of the skull and a fracture of the left jaw bone, and there were



marks on the face, as though the wheel had passed over it. He made enquiries, but had found no one who saw the
horse start.

The Coroner said that they could not tell what startled the horse. It was a sad case, and that they had to suppose that
the driver thought that by keeping the reins in his hands and getting on to the shafts he had a chance of stopping the
animal. He recorded a verdict of Accidental Death.”

Bilston and Willenhall Times 20/10/1928

“Tipton Man’s Tragic Death at Tividale. ‘I am pleased that the jury have to find the verdict in this case and not
myself.” This was the remark of the Coroner (Mr. Frank Cooper) to a jury at an inquest at Tividale on Monday
afternoon, when some difficulty was experienced in ascertaining the true circumstances of a man’s death.

The inquest, which was held at the ASH TREE INN, was on George Percival (64), a brick burner, of 36, Wellington
Road, Tipton, whose body was recovered from the canal at Tividale on Friday last week.

Lily Selina Percival, the widow, stated that her husband, who had been unemployed since Easter, left home at 9.45
on Friday morning to visit Tipton Employment Exchange. He said he should be back at three o’clock. He had not
been depressed, and had not complained of feeling unwell. He was always jovial.

James Brick, a boatman, of 49, Portway Road, Oldbury, who first discovered the body on Friday afternoon, said
Percival was in a stooping position in about three feet of water. The water at that spot was not more than four feet
deep, and a man could easily walk across the canal.

PC Haynes, who recovered the body, said there was a wound over the man’s left eye, but he could not say how it
was caused, and there were no marks on the towing path to suggest that Percival had fallen and injured himself.
Witness had ascertained that the man received £1 4s unemployment pay from the Employment Exchange, and a sum
of £1 4s 9%d was found on the body.

The Coroner said there was no doubt the man died from drowning, but it was difficult to say how he got into the
water. The jury might come to the conclusion that Percival stumbled, injured himself and fell in while dazed, but
he did not think the man’s cap would have remained on his head if that had happened. An open verdict was an
unsatisfactory one, and if they thought Percival committed suicide he (Mr. Cooper) believed they would hesitate
before expressing the view that the man was of unsound mind.

After a deliberation in private, the jury returned a verdict of Accidental Death.”

Dudley Chronicle 23/5/1929

“The tragic death of an Oldbury woman while travelling in a tram car on a Mothers’ Union outing, was related to
Mr. J. H. S. Addison (Deputy Coroner) at the inquest held at the ASH TREE INN, Tividale, on Wednesday afternoon
week. The woman was Mrs. Mary Ann Downes, aged 67, who lived at 100, Broadwell Road, Oldbury. Mrs.
Downes was a member of the party participating in the annual outing of the Mothers’ Union, in connection with
Oldbury Parish Church, which took place to Kinver, on Monday, and shortly after boarding the special tram, which
she had to hurry to catch, Mrs. Downes collapsed and died immediately.

William Downes, the husband, told the Deputy Coroner that his wife’s general health had not been good for about
ten years, during which she had suffered from heart trouble.

Dr. Eric Mence, of Oldbury, said he knew Mrs. Downes had been suffering from heart trouble. He saw her body in
the mortuary on Monday, and had since made a post mortem examination, which revealed fatty degeneration of the
heart, while the aortic valves showed disease of long standing. Excitement and exertion were probably responsible
for the fatal attack on Monday. Death was due to fatty degeneration and valvular disease of the heart.

The Rev. J. R. Harrison (Vicar of Oldbury) said Mrs. Downes was a member of his congregation and intended
accompanying the Mothers’ Union outing on Monday. It was arranged that they should meet at the Council
Buildings at 12 o’clock noon, to board the special car, but Mrs. Downes was one of the late comers. It was about
12.10 when she appeared hurrying round the corner from Church Street into Freeth Street, and suddenly she slipped
and fell. The fall was not a violent one, and a young man helped her up. Witness then crossed the road and helped
Mrs. Downes to the car. She was short of breath and appeared distressed, though not unduly so. She boarded the
car and stood on the platform at the back for time to get all the air she could. When the tramcar started, she appeared
to have recovered, and witness followed the party in his motor car.

Mrs. Mary Darby, of 98, Broadwell Road, Oldbury, another member of the party, said that when Mrs. Downes
appeared to have recovered from the exertion of hurrying, she asked her to sit next to her. There did not seem to be



too much wrong with her, but after witness had applied some eau-de-cologne to her handkerchief she started to
vomit, and expired without speaking.

The Deputy Coroner recorded a verdict in accordance with the medial testimony, and remarked that it was a
particularly tragic case.”

Joseph Marklow = Joseph Marklew

Dudley Chronicle 9/2/1933

“Now that the resignation of Mr. James B. Holden from Rowley Regis District Council is complete, the question of
a successor arises. It seems certain that a contest will decide who shall next represent Tividale in his stead. Names
already being mentioned as possible, even probable, candidates are those of Mr. George Osell, of Dudley Road,
Tividale, and Mr. Marklow, the licensee of the ASH TREE INN, Tividale, and it is whispered that a lady candidate
may take the field and that she will be none other than Mrs. J. B. Holden. Arrangements are not yet definite on either
side, but these three names bring with them anticipation of keen conflict. Mr. Osell is most popular as a first division
football referee, and is well known in the district. Mr. Marklow, it is understood, is to fight under the Labour flag
with official support, while Mrs. Holden is probably the widest known of all.....”

1939 Register

82, Dudley Road

[1] Ernest J. Stanton, date of birth 21 /9/1889, licensed victualler, married;

[2] Emily Stanton, dob 9/11 /1889, unpaid domestic duties, married;

[3] Iris E. (Stanton) Baker, dob 21/6,/1920, sewing machinist for bedding, single:

A team from here took part in the Tividale and District Darts League. [1952]
Dennis Edward Cheshire — see also PLOUGH, Burnt Tree, Tipton.
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Brick Works, and several large Collieries. The House has andergone
a thorough state of repair, and consists of Fromt Tap Room, capital
Bar, Back Kitchen, four Chamber Rooms, gond Cel . Brew.
howse, and Boft Water Cistern ; Coach-house, six-horse Stabls with
Store Room over, Piggery, lurge and exteusive euclosed Yard, and
well supplied with Harl and Soft Water. The above offers & first-
cluss opening for an vuterprising party. The Fistures to be taken
to ut a valuation.
For Rent and particulars, apply to Mr. Juhn Bent, Auctioneer. No.
5, Union Street, Dudley. 489

1865



BARREL

1, (27), Nelson Street, Tat Bank, (Rood End), OLDBURY

OWNERS

Francis Green

Frank Green, Smethwick

John Jordan and Co. Ltd.

T. A. Sadler, Windsor Castle Brewery (acquired in 1919)
Holt Brewery Co. Ltd. [1929]

Atkinsons Ltd. [c.1935]

Peter Walker and Co. Ltd. [c.1939]

LICENSEES

Williom Smith - [1861] - [1873] | p e R Rl g R R oy ¢
Francis Green [1881] - 1886); Bank, Oldbury, ' L "498
Felix Wills (1886 - 1890); 1873

Amelia Jane Wills (1890 - 1894);
Andrew Chilton (1894);

Joseph Millard (1894 - 1895);

John Henry Timmins (1895 - 1896);
Edward Woodall Starkey (1896 - 1899);
Joseph Henry Lowe (1899 - 1904);
William Henry Draper (1904 - 1918);
Mary Jane Draper (1918 - 1943);
Charles Henry Lloyd (1943 - 1956);
Ada Elizabeth Lloyd (1956):

NOTES

27, Nelson Street [1881]
1, Nelson Street [1891], [1901], [1911], [1939]

It had a beerhouse license.

1861 Census

Nelson Street — BARREL INN

[1] William Smith (30), beerhouse keeper, born West Bromwich;
[2] Mary A. Smith (26), wife, born Oldbury;

[3] Sarah J. Smith (5), daughter, scholar, born Oldbury;

[4] John Smith (3), son, scholar, born Oldbury:

William Smith, beer retailer, Nelson Street. [1862]



Birmingham Daily Gazette 31/3/1869

“At the Police Court yesterday, before Messrs. Adkin, James, and Thornton, May Ann Smith, Rood End, was charged
with wilfully breaking the windows at the house of her husband, William Smith, beerhouse keeper, Rood End. A
short time ago prosecutor proved his wife, the prisoner, to be an adulteress, and in consequence he turned her out of
the house. The prisoner had repeatedly visited the house since, and had broken the windows on several occasions.
On the 13th inst she again went to the house, and after creating a great disturbance, smashed several panes of glass
in the windows. She was then given int custody. The magistrates inflicted a fine of 20s and costs, or in default, one
month’s imprisonment.”

1871 Census

Nelson Street

[1] William Smith (36), married, labourer and victualler, born Oldbury;
[2] John Smith (13), son, errand boy, born Oldbury;

[3] Sarah J. Smith (15), daughter, born Oldbury;

[4] Selina Smith (1), daughter, born Oldbury;

[5] Emma Dearn (27), housekeeper, born Oldbury:

Birmingham Daily Post 14/3/1873 - Advert
“Found on Saturday, March &, black Retriever Dog. If not owned in three days will be sold.
Apply, Mr. Smith, BARREL INN, Tat Bank, Oldbury.”

1881 Census

27, Nelson Street — Beer House

[1] Francis Green (29), bricklayer, born Oldbury;
[2] Ellen Green (25), wife, born Oldbury;

[3] Elizabeth Green (1), daughter, born Oldbury:

Francis Green, beer retailer, 27, Nelson Street. [1884]

1891 Census

1, Nelson Street

[1] Amelia J. Wills (55), widow, beerhouse keeper, born Birmingham;
[2] Jane Bell (14), domestic servant, born Oldbury:

Edward Woodall Starkey was fined 40s and 58s 6d costs, on 12th July 1898, for permitting drunkenness.

1901 Census

1, Nelson Street — BARREL INN

[1] Joseph Henry Lowe (38), labourer sheet glass works and licensed victualler, born West Bromwich;
[2] Emily Lowe (38), wife, born West Bromwich;

[3] Elsie Lowe (7), daughter, born West Bromwich;

[4] Doris Mary Lowe (3), daughter, born West Bromwich;

[5] Louisa Cook (15), domestic servant, born Oldbury:

A team from here took part in the Langley and District Air Gun Shooting League. [1903]

1911 Census

1, Nelson Street

[1] William Henry Draper (40), labourer wagon works, born Birmingham;
[2] Mary Jane Draper (38), wife, married 13 years, born Smethwick;

[3] Gladys Eva Draper (12), daughter, school, born Smethwick;

[4] Horace William Draper (8), son, born Oldbury:

William Henry Draper, beer retailer, 1, Nelson Street. [1912]



In October 1930 customers of the BARREL INN, Tat Bank, Oldbury, donated £1 1s to the Norton Canes Mine Disaster
Fund, which provided support for the widows and children of the 14 men who died.

1939 Register
1, Nelson Street — Public House
[1] Mary J. Draper, date of birth 18 /4 /1873, public house licensee, married:

The license was surrendered on making the final Provisional Grant of Removal in respect of the WINDSOR CASTLE,
Rounds Green to the BEECHES, Warley.
The Final Order was made on 11th July 1956.



BARREL

5, Pound Road, Causeway Green, Cakemore, (Langley Green), OLDBURY

OWNERS

Mrs. Esther Wood [1891]
Mitchells and Butlers Lid.

LICENSEES

Thomas Whale [1861] - 1864);
Henry Carter (1864 - []

George Round [1868] - [1870]
Henry Smith [1870] — [1872]
William George Round [1873]
Isaac Normansell [1881] - 1882);
Esther Normansell (1882 -]
Francis Green [] - 1886);

Felix Wills (1886 =[]

Henry Thomas Wood [ ] - 1891); 1995
Henry Bridge (1891 =[]

Samuel Bridge (1892 - [1898]

Benjamin Darby [1899] - [1901]

James Smith [] - 1903);

James Thomas Cole (1903);

Thomas Lowe (1903 - [1904]

Albert Moore (1906 - 1912);

Thomas Williams (1912 - [ ]

Edward Evans [1913]

William Edward Evans (1915 - 1916);
Samuel George Newell (1916 - [1921]
Edward Evans [1930] - 1936);

Joseph William Smith (1936 - 1940);
Elsie Gladys Smith (1940 - 1944);
Frederick Birch (1944 - 1950);

William Thomas Perrins (1950 - 1953);
Clarence Norman Stanley (1953 = [1964]
Graham Pinches [c.1970s]

Craig Pinches [1986]

Anthony ‘Tony’ Billings (1994 - [2004]

NOTES

It originally came under the jurisdiction of Halesowen.

2007



1861 Census

Causeway Green

[1] Thomas Whale (38), victualler, born Tipton;
[2] Ann Whale (33), wife, born Halesowen;

[3] Louvisa Whale (3), daughter, born Halesowen;
[4] Thomas Whale (2), son, born Halesowen:

Thomas Whale - see also GEORGE, Pottery Road.

Stourbridge Observer 1/2/1868

“George Round, landlord of the BARREL INN, Causeway Green, was charged by Superintendent Overend with
keeping his house open for the sale of beer during prohibited hours, on the 19th ult; and he was further charged with
permitting drunkenness in his house at the same time. As there was only one Magistrate on the Bench, the case was
adjourned to the next Petty Sessions.”

Stourbridge Observer 15/2/1868

“George Round, landlord of the BARREL INN, Causeway Green, was charged by Superintendent Overend with
keeping his house open during prohibited hours, on Sunday, the 19th ult. He was also charged with permitting
drunkenness at the same time. Defendant pleaded not guilty to both charges.

The case was proved by Police-sergeant Oliver and Police-constable Donnant, who visited the house at about lam,
on the above date, and found four men and a woman in the kitchen with a quart jug nearly full of ale. One of the
men was very drunk and noisy.

The Bench considered both charges proved, and inflicted a fine of 10s and costs in the first case, and 5s and costs in
the other.”

Birmingham Daily Post 8/10/1868

“Peter Norman Webster, of Blackheath, was charged with holding an appointment of surgeon to a society called the
Loving Brothers, held at the BARREL INN, Causeway Green, Oldbury, he not being a qualified medical practitioner.
Mr. W. Shakespeare appeared to prosecute; and Mr. Topham, of West Bromwich, defended.

The secretary of the society was called, and proved that the defendant was the appointed practitioner, and the medical
register was put in, proving that he was not qualified.

Mr. Timmins, surgeon, of Dudley, was called for the defence, but the Bench, after hearing all the evidence, considered
the case proved, and inflicted a fine of £5 and costs, as this was the first case against him.”

Birmingham Daily Post 3/2/1869 - Advert

“To Publicans and Others.

John Green and Son will Sell by Auction at the BARREL INN, Causeway Green, Oldbury, Tomorrow (Thursday),
the 4th February — the whole of the Household Furniture and Effects, and Trade Fixtures.

Sale to commence at Eleven o’clock.”

County Express 1/1/1870

“An inquest was held on Monday by R. Docker, Esq, coroner, at the BARREL INN, Causeway Green, kept by Mr.
W. Yeomans, to inquire into the death of a boy named John Solomon, aged seven years, who met with his death by
running against a cart belonging to Mr. Wm. Darby, of Blackheath. Mr. Dunn, surgeon, of Halesowen, made a post
mortem examination and certified death resulted from injuries received. The jury returned a verdict of Accidental
Death.”

Birmingham Daily Post 14/3/1870 - Advert

“BARREL INN, Causeway Green, near Langley Railway Station.

To be Let, that well-situated, good-accustomed, Old-Licensed Public House, as above, with or without Two Fields
of Land.

The Butchery, Grocery, Cow-keeping, or Horse Dealers’ Business may be carried on with the Public Business.

The House is situate in a healthy district, and close to the public main road. The present Tenant is leaving on account
of other important business. Coming-in about £100.

Apply on the Premises; or to Mr. Hawkins, Auctioneer, Brierley Hill.”



Stourbridge Observer 4/6/1870

“William Gould was charged that he did, by false pretences, on the 9th of April, obtain from William John Yeomans,
the Secretary of a Friendly Society held at the BARREL INN, Cakemore, £1 1s 6d, contrary to the statute.

William John Yeomans deposed: I am secretary of the Friendly Brothers’ Society, held at the BARREL INN,
Causeway Green, Cakemore. The prisoner was a member of the society. By the rules of the society he was entitled,
on the death of a child, to the sum of sixpence from each member. On the 9th of April he applied to me for the
money, stating that a child of his had died, and that he was entitled to his money, and claimed it. I refused at first to
pay him, and directed him to go to the trustees, because there was not money left in my hands to pay funerals.
Prisoner left me, but came back again in about an hour, and said that Mr. Durne, who is one of the trustees, said I
was to pay him. I then paid him £1 1s 6d, due according to the rules. Should not have given him the money had he
not stated he had lost a child, and that he was entitled to it. He previously said that if I did not pay him he should
put the club into the County Court. In consequence of information received, I asked the prisoner for his certificate
of marriage, and he gave me the certificate of marriage now produced, which states his wife’s maiden name to be
Sarah Mason. I after found out that Sarah Mason was dead, and also that the mother of the child was living with the
prisoner as his wife, and that her name is Hannah Edmonds.

William Durne deposed: I am one of the trustees of the club. On the above date the prisoner came to me and said
Mr. Yeomans would not give him the money he was entitled to, and that he had a child dead. He said he must have
it, for the child was going black for the want of burying. I told him if the money was due to go to Mr. Yeomans, and
get it out of him, and I would see he had it back.

David Deeley deposed: Iam clerk at Quinton Church, and know the prisoner and his wife. She has been dead eleven
years. The certificate of marriage produced is a true extract from the book. Prisoner’s wife was buried at Northfield.
Hannah Edmunds, who is the daughter of the prisoner’s wife by another man, deposed: I have lived with the prisoner
for five years, and have had three children. One is living. The child that died is five years old. The reason I have
not been married is because I cannot get the money.

Police-constable Dennant proved apprehending the prisoner, and charged him with the offence.

Prisoner was then cautioned in the usual way, and said: I did not know but what the money was due to me. I have
paid into the society for three years, and paid all funerals, and if it not right I am willing to pay the money back, by
instalments.

Mr. Yeomans, the secretary was re-called, and said the prisoner was well acquainted with the rules.

Prisoner was then committed to take his trial at the next Worcester Sessions.

Hannah Edmunds was severely censured by the Bench for her conduct, she being step-daughter of the prisoner.”

Worcestershire Chronicle 29/6/1870

“Worcestershire Midsummer Quarter Sessions.....

Bill Ignored. Against William Gould, for obtaining money by false pretences, from William John Yeomans, on the
9th April, at Halesowen.”

1871 Census

Causeway Green

[1] Henry Smith (34), innkeeper, born Bromsgrove;

[2] Elizabeth Smith (34), wife, born Salop;

[3] Emily Smith (5), daughter, scholar, born Alton, Warwickshire;
[4] Eva Smith (3), daughter, born Alton, Warwickshire;

[5] Henry Marsh Smith (8 months), son, born Causeway Green:

Stourbridge Observer 9/9/1871

“William Smart and George Smart were charged with assaulting Jonathan Hadley, on the 5th ult. Mr. Lowe, of
Dudley, appeared to prosecute, and Mr. Hayes defended.

Complainant said he lived at Causeway Green, and was at the BARREL INN. Defendants were playing at bowls.
He made a bet with the defendants, and won. George Smart refused to pay him, struck him and knocked him down,
and he became insensible. He had two black eyes; his cheek was cut, and he was much injured.

Cross-examined: There was a dispute. I bet with the defendant George, and won. He refused to pay. Told him he
would have to pay before he went home. Did not lay hold of him. Did not follow defendant to fight him. Defendant
wanted to make it up, and offered to pay 5s. I offered to lose the summons money.



David Moreton said he went on the alley. Complainant bet a pint of ale with George Smart, who refused to pay it
after he had lost it, and at once struck complainant, and knocked him down insensible among the pigs. They both
beat him very badly.

Another witness gave corroborative evidence.

Mr. Hayes addressed the Bench for the defence, and said if his instructions were right there was perjury on one side.
It was a drunken row and they all fought, in consequence of a bet George Smart had with complainant, who caught
hold of him by the collar, because he refused to pay.

John Jones was called, and said that George Smart and complainant both fought, and that Hadley struck first.
William Smart did not strike.

James Thompson and Joshua Wood gave evidence to the effect that complainant struck first, and after fought with
George Smart.

The Bench fined each defendant 5s and costs.”

Stourbridge Observer 2/11/1872

“William Deane was charged by David Smith for that he, being formerly trustee of a certain Friendly Society, that
he did then and now have in his possession certain money, amounting to £6, belonging to the said society. Mr.
Shakespeare appeared for defendant.

David Smith said he was secretary to the Friendly Society held at the BARREL INN, Causeway Green. On the 23rd
of January 1871, defendant was a trustee of the society. It was agreed amongst the members that he should hold the
money, £6, until they wanted it. The funds being very low, they went to defendant about twelve months ago, and
made application to him for the money, and they had applied several times since then, and had also written to him
respecting it. Defendant told him he would put it in the bank in his own name. Defendant had been out of the club
twelve months, and he did not hold any office whatever, as they had elected a new trustee in his place.

The Bench examined a copy of the rules of the society, which stated that there should be three trustees, a treasurer
and a clerk.

Mr. Shakespeare said: [ will tell you at once we have the £6 in hand, and we consider we are entitled to hold it. Mr.
Deane is really one of the trustees, and he was requested to keep the money by the society. He gave them a
memorandum, and the society then passed a resolution that he should hold it.

Mr. Hayes to complainant: You are not prepared with your case, that is certain. You had better try to settle with
some amicable arrangement.

The parties consented to do so, and left the Court.”

Birmingham Daily Post 9/11/1878 - Advert
“Oldbury. Capital Roadside Inn, the BARREL, Causeway Green, near Langley Green; with Shop and half an acre

of good garden Land; stabling, pigsties, &c. ()VDBUEY.—Cajatal Roacaide Inn. Tan Bareel, Canaeway Giroey
K . uear Lapgiey Green: with 8hop and half on acre of gond
Apply on the premlses. garden Land ; stabling, pigaties. k. —Apply on the prmises.  cas37

Birmingham Daily Post 3/12/1878 - Advert

“Old-Licensed Roadside Inn, the BARREL, Causeway Green, Oldbury, shop, half acre land.

Apply on Premises.” LD-LICENSED Roadside_Ion, the Barrel, Cawceway Green,
Oldbury, shop, half sere land. —Apply ou Promises ctlnd

1881 Census

Causeway Green

[1] Isaac Normansell (41), married, publican, born Smethwick;

[2] Richard Normansell (19), son, labourer, born Whiteheath;

[3] Alfred Normansell (17), son, labourer, born Whiteheath;

[4] Annie Normansell (15), daughter, born Whiteheath;

[5] Elsa H. Normansell (12), daughter, born Whiteheath;

[6] Sarah Normansell (6), daughter, scholar, born Whiteheath;

[7] Ann Jones (53), widow, domestic servant, born Wednesbury:



West Bromwich Weekly News 11/6/1881

“On Tuesday afternoon the members of the National United Order of Free Gardeners, Pride of the Green lodge, held
a dinner at the house of Mrs. Normantel [sic], the BARREL INN, Causeway Green, in commemoration of the
opening of that lodge a few months ago. After the cloth was removed, Bro. John Bennett was voted to the chair, and
Mr. Joseph Hadley to the vice-chair.....”

West Bromwich Weekly News 17/12/1881

“Mr. R. Docker held an inquiry on Tuesday at the BARREL INN, Causeway Green, respecting the deaths of Hannah
Maria Goode (65), Cakemore, and Mary Ann Carter (41), Causeway Green.

The former woman it appears, was walking along the canal side with a lantern to meet her husband in company with
two grandchildren, when one of them named Rosannah Willetts said, ‘Mind grandmother, here are some bricks.” The
deceased, however, stumbled against them and fell into the canal at Cakemore Wharf. At the inquest the girl referred
to said she held the clothes of deceased until she herself was pulled partly into the canal. She then shouted and a
man named Charles came to her assistance, and pulled deceased out. She was conveyed home, and it was found that
life was not quite extinct. She, however, died in half an hour.

The evidence at the latter inquest was to the effect that on Friday deceased went in search of her husband with a
lantern. She was met on the canal side by a man named Dyson, who directed her. She was not seen afterwards alive,
but her dead body was found in the canal at Cakemore Wharf on Saturday. Verdicts Accidentally Drowned.

The jury strongly condemned the fencing at the Cakemore Wharf, and expressed a wish that the Canal Company
should be censured for their negligence, and the Coroner was instructed to communicate with the Canal Company
on the matter.”

Isaac Normansell died in the 3rd quarter of 1882.

Dudley and District News 16/12/1882
“The following alehouse licenses were fully transferred.....
BARREL INN, Causeway Green, from Isaac Normansell (deceased) to Esther Normansell.”

Esther Normansell married Henry Thomas Wood in the 2nd quarter of 1884.

Birmingham Daily Post 27/1/1886

“Last night Mr. Miller Corbet (deputy coroner) held an inquest at the BARREL INN, Causeway Green, touching the
death of Michael Bailey (40), mechanic, of Back Lane, Causeway Green, who died suddenly on Friday night, under
circumstances reported in Monday’s Post.

Agnes Jackson gave evidence to the effect that late on Friday night her husband came home and told her that Mrs.
Bailey was lying in the road a short distance from her residence. Witness went to Bailey’s house, and informed
deceased of the fact, and told him that his wife wanted him. Deceased got up, and walked out of the house for the
purpose of going to the place indicated.

Silas Round, file manufacturer, said he saw deceased hurrying up the lane, and followed him. When he had
proceeded a short distance he found deceased lying in the road, and breathing heavily. He was not able to speak.
Witness lifted him up and placed him against the bank until assistance arrived. He subsequently went for a doctor,
and Mr. Cunningham was quickly in attendance; but deceased expired before he reached the house. Deceased was
a man of sober habits generally, and always appeared to be healthy. He thought it would be about seven o’clock the
same night when the deceased’s wife procured the vermin killer, as she left the house between six and seven o’clock.
In reply to a juror, witness stated that he was not aware that Mrs. Bailey had tried to obtain the poison on the previous
night, but he knew that she had sent her daughter for it on Thursday afternoon. Deceased had had a great deal of
trouble for about a week on account of his wife, which would cause him to be excited.

In reply to the Coroner, Superintendent Hardman stated that the case had been thoroughly investigated, and there
was no suspicion that Mrs. Bailey had administered poison to her husband, as she did not return home after
purchasing the poison until after the occurrence which resulted in the death of deceased.

Mr. A. Cunningham, surgeon, said he was called in to see deceased shortly after ten o’clock on Friday night, but he
was then dead. There was nothing to lead him to suppose that death was due to other than natural causes. He thought
the cause of death was heart disease.

The jury returned a verdict of Death from Natural Causes.

Last night Mrs. Bailey was progressing favourably.”



1891 Census

Cakemore — BARREL INN

[1] Henry Thomas Wood (40), bricklayer, born Lapal;
[2] Esther Wood (53), wife, born Northfield;

[3] Emily Cooper (12), visitor, born Birmingham:

County Express 24/10/1891

“William Dyson, Causeway Green, Warley, was charged with being drunk on the licensed premises of Henry Thomas
Wood on the 6th inst, and also with refusing to quit. Police-constable Nash said he visited the BARREL INN,
Causeway Green, and saw the defendant there drunk. He was requested by Wood to leave, but he refused. Mr. Wood,
the landlord, said he refused to supply defendant who was drunk. He remained in the house three quarters of an
hour. Fined 1s and costs in each case.”

Bristol Mercury 4/11/1891

“At Hales Owen police court, yesterday, Henry Thomas Wood, BARREL INN, Causeway Green, was charged with
permitting drunkenness on his licensed premises on the 15th and 17th September last. Mr. W. Shakespeare defended.
PC Nash deposed that on the 15th of September, about 8.30pm, he was on duty in Causeway Green, when he saw a
man named Daniels being ejected from the defendant’s house. The man was very drunk, and witness was compelled
to lock him up. On September 17th, in company with PC Sherwood, he again visited the BARREL INN, and in the
parlour he found defendant’s wife helplessly drunk. She had to hold the walls in the passage to keep her from falling
down. Mr. Wood was not at home. Witness found the defendant in the VINE INN, Whiteheath, the same night about
9.30, when he said he only supplied Daniels with two glasses of whisky. Defendant also said that his wife was very
drunk in the house when he left at three o’clock.

Police Constable Sherwood corroborated.

For the defence, Mr. Shakespeare submitted that defendant had kept the house for eleven years without any
complaints against him. There was no evidence to warrant a conviction, as the defendant was away from home, and
he was not aware that any drunkenness took place.

Mr. Smith (magistrate) said the bench were of opinion that the defendant was not liable for drunkenness when he
was away from home, and dismissed the case.

Esther Wood, wife of the landlord, was fined, including costs, £1 1s for being drunk on licensed premises on the 17th
ult.”

County Advertiser 7/11/1891

“Mr. Shakespeare applied for a transfer of the license of the BARREL INN, Causeway Green, from Henry Thomas
Wood to Henry Bridge. Mr. Shakespeare said the house had been kept by Wood, but it appeared he had been
convicted of felony about twenty years ago. His wife, who owned the house, was not aware of this fact when she
married him. There was a clause in the Licensing Acts which provided that no man who had been convicted of
felony could hold a license. The Legislature, however, thinking this was too severe upon licensed victuallers, passed
an Act saying that there could be in these cases application made to carry on the business till the special licensing
day. Mrs. Wood was the owner of the house, which was her separate estate, and settled upon her. Bridge was a most
respectable man, and there was no objection, he understood, on the part of the police. It had been a licensed house
for many years, and Mrs. Wood had kept it for eleven years without a previous conviction. The application was
granted.”

Midland Sun 15/7/1893
“The monthly meeting of the members of the Oldbury Licensed Victuallers’ Association was held on Wednesday
afternoon at the BARREL INN, Causeway Green. Mr. W. Smith presided.....”

County Advertiser 22/9/1894
“Owen Hadley was fined 5s and costs for being drunk in the BARREL INN, Causeway Green, kept by Samuel
Bridge, on the 8th inst.”



County Advertiser 6/10/1894

“Samuel Bridge, landlord of the BARREL INN, Causeway Green, was charged with permitting drunkenness on his
licensed premises on the 8th ult. Mr. W. Waldron prosecuted on behalf of the police, and Mr. Shakespeare, of
Oldbury, defended.

Mr. Waldron in his opening statement said that the defendant kept the BARREL INN, Causeway Green. On the 8th
ult, two police officers visited the house at about 9.10pm, and went into the kitchen. There they saw a man named
Owen Hadley sitting with a cup three-quarters full of beer, out of which he was drinking. The man was drunk. The
officers called the attention of the defendant to the state of Hadley, and asked him how he accounted for it. Defendant
replied, ‘I don’t know; he had only been here twenty minutes, and he is drinking with the other men.” He (Mr.
Waldron) held that if those facts were proved they would be sufficient to warrant a conviction, because, by the ruling
of Mr. Justice Cave and others in the case of Hope and Warburton, decided in 1892, it was unnecessary to prove that
the man was actually supplied with drink; if he was in the house or on the premises drinking that was sufficient.
Police-constable Walton gave evidence bearing out the opening statement of Mr. Waldron. There were three other
men in the room at the time witness entered. The landlord came out of the kitchen when witness entered the house.
After witness had called the attention of the landlord to the state of Hadley, the latter went outside, and was so
helplessly drunk the he had to be supported home. Hadley had been convicted for the drunkenness.

By Mr. Shakespeare: Witness had heard nothing improper about the previous conduct of the house.
Police-constable Sherwood corroborated, but said he thought the landlord came out of the parlour.

Mr. Shakespeare, for the defence, said defendant had conducted a public house for twelve years, and had never
previously had a complaint of the management; and he was very anxious to maintain his good character. The case
cited by Mr. Waldron stated that to justify a conviction for permitting drunkenness there must be connivance or
wilful neglect on the part of the licensee, and the drunken persons must show signs of their condition which would
readily arrest the attention of the licensee. Defendant’s house was used by the football club as a clubhouse.
Defendant had been busy all day, and after the footballers had gone went out of the kitchen into the bar parlour,
leaving two or three persons in the kitchen. Defendant lay down on the sofa and was talking to his wife and two
customers. During defendant’s stay in the bar parlour, Hadley came in. A man named Haley came in shortly
afterwards, and asked for some beer, which was supplied by the wife of defendant. When the landlady had gone out,
Hadley, without asking permission, took up Haley’s cup and commenced to drink, and he was drinking when the
officers went in. The landlord did not know that the man Hadley was there until he was called by the officers; and
the officers did not see him come out of the kitchen but out of the parlour. He asked the Bench to say there was no
offence on the part of the landlord.

The defendant (sworn) said he had kept the BOAT INN for nine or ten years, and then removed to the BARREL
INN, which he had kept for two or three years. When his attention was called to Hadley by the officers, Hadley had
evidently had some beer, though in his opinion he was not very drunk. Witness did not tell the police that Hadley
had been there only 20 minutes; he said ten minutes, because he had been in to serve a man about ten minutes
previously, and Hadley was not then in the kitchen.

John Clift, moulder, of Causeway Green, stated that Hadley was not supplied with beer while in the house. The
landlady came to supply Haley, and she then ordered Hadley to go, but she took no means to expel him.

Michael Haley said Hadley was in the kitchen when he went in, and after the hostess had supplied witness with a
pint of fourpenny, Hadley picked up the cup and drank, and the officers then came in.

The Bench considered the case proved. They did not think that defendant was himself aware of Hadley’s presence
in the house, but considered it proved that the landlady knew; and defendant would be fined 10s and costs, including
solicitor’s fee, £2 3s in all.”

Bromsgrove Messenger 17/11/1894

“Wm. Poxon, of Wolverhampton, a boatman, was summoned for being drunk upon the licensed premises of James
[sic] Bridge, of the BARREL INN, Causeway Green. Police-constable Multon stated that on the 23rd October he
visited the BARREL INN, and found defendant there very drunk.

Defendant pleaded guilty and was fined 1s and costs.”

Bromsgrove Messenger 7/3/1896

“William Bridge of the BARREL INN, Causeway Green, was summoned for carrying a gun without a license. Mr.
J. T. Bartwell prosecuted. Police-constable Price said that on January 9th, he saw defendant in Patricks Field, at
Causeway Green, with a gun. He had no license.

Defendant, who pleaded guilty, was fined 5s and costs.”



Bromsgrove Messenger 14/11/1896

“Samuel Bridge, of the BARREL, Causeway Green, applied for two hours extension on the night of the 17th inst.
Applicant stated that Mr. North was giving a supper to the Cakemoor Parish Council. The Bench granted the
application.”

County Advertiser 21/11/1896

“On Tuesday night a dinner to celebrate the election of Mr. George Whitehouse as a member of the Cakemore Parish
Council, and the election of Mr. George Hadley, as vice-chairman of the Council and one of the overseers of the
parish, was held at the BARREL INN, Causeway Green. About fifty persons sat down to an excellent dinner
provided by the host and hostess (Mr. and Mrs. S. Bridge). Mr. A. L. North presided.....”

County Advertiser 18/9/1897
“Daniel Bastable, Cakemore, was fined 1s and costs for being drunk in the BARREL INN, Causeway Green, kept
by Samuel Bridge.”

County Advertiser 10/12/1898

“Samuel Bridge, landlord of the BARREL INN, Causeway Green, was summoned at the instance of Mr. Bertwell,
supervisor of the Inland Revenue, for having received certain spirits without having entered them in the stock book,
and also without having cancelled the certificates.

Mr. Birtewell explained that defendant was liable to a penalty of £50 and costs in each case.

Mr. Fearnley, officer of the Inland Revenue, said he called at the defendant’s house on the 13th of October. He found
that the officer’s previous visit was on the 11th of August, 1897, this being an interval of fourteen months. He
examined the stock book and found several certificates lying in it. There were thirteen certificates, one being
cancelled with blue lead, three with lead pencil, and nine of which were not cancelled. None of the certificates were
entered in the stock book.

The Bench inflicted a fine of £5 in each case, the total £10 18s.”

Samuel Bridge issued tokens from here.
Samuel Bridge - see also BOAT, Tat Bank Road.
Benjamin Darby = Benjamin Darbey

Bromsgrove Messenger 2/9/1899
“Benjamin Darby, of the BARREL INN, applied for an occasional license to sell intoxicants on the occasion of a
shooting match. Refused.”

Birmingham Daily Post 27/9/1899

“At Halesowen Police Court yesterday, Benjamin Darby, landlord of the BARREL INN, Causeway Green, was
summoned for permitting drunkenness on his licensed premises, and supplying drink to a drunken person; and
William Bastable, Causeway Green, was summoned for being drunk on the licensed premises. Mr. J. S. Sharpe
prosecuted on behalf of the police, Mr. W. Shakespeare, jun., defended Darby, and Mr. W. Waldron Bastable.

Mr. Shakespeare said if any offence had been committed by his client it was purely a technical one, as he had no
knowledge of Bastable being on the premises, or of his having been served with drink. He suggested that under the
circumstances the case should be withdrawn on payment of costs. Mr. Sharpe agreed to this, and Mr. Waldron, on
behalf of Bastable, pleaded guilty. Formal evidence was given by Police-sergeant Jones, and the Bench fined
Bastable 10s including costs. The costs in Darby’s case amounted to £3 7s 6d.”

County Express 3/2/1900

“Henry Mills, Causeway Green, Halesowen, was charged with refusing to quit the licensed premises of the BARREL
INN, on the 20th ult; and further with assaulting the landlord, Benjamin Darby.

The landlord said he refused to serve defendant, who said he should not leave until he had had something to drink.
The defendant and he fell on to the floor, but a customer pulled defendant off witness. Witness afterwards sent for
a policeman. Defendant, who expressed contrition, was fined 2s 6d and costs on the first charge and costs on the
second charge.”



West Bromwich Weekly News 7/4/1900

“On Monday last, the quarterly meeting of the Sick and Dividend Society, held at the house of Mr. B. Darby,
BARREL INN, Causeway Green, took place, when a good number of members were present. The Society at this
house numbers 50 members and is progressing favourably.”

1901 Census

Causeway Green — BARREL INN

[1] Benjamin Darby (51), publican, born Smethwick;

[2] Lucy Darby (48), wife, born Oldbury;

[3] Harriett Cutler (15), domestic servant, born Causeway:

Smethwick Weekly News 7/9/1901

“On Saturday last, about thirty members and friends of the Sick Club held at the BARREL INN, Causeway Green,
sat down to an excellent spread provided by Mr. Darby. The club is in a good financial position. During the evening
a musical programme was given and thoroughly enjoyed.”

Benjamin Darby - see also FOUNTAIN, Smethwick.

County Advertiser 31/1/1903

“James Thomas Cole applied for the transfer of the license of the BARREL INN, Causeway Green, from James
Smith, the present tenant. In reply to a question from the magistrates’ clerk (Mr. A. Homfray) the applicant said he
had given the required notice, and read through and signed the agreement before the court. The application was
granted.”

County Advertiser 30/5/1903

“William Whitehouse, landlord of the VINE INN, Whiteheath, and James Thomas Cole, landlord of the BARREL
INN, Causeway Green, applied for an hour’s extension on the nights of the 30th inst, 1st of June, and 2nd of June,
on the occasion of the Whitsuntide holidays. There was no objection of the part of the police to the extensions, it
being pointed out that they were ten o’clock houses. The applications were granted.”

A team from here took part in the Langley and District Air Gun Shooting League. [1903]

Tom Lowe was the brother of Edward.
He married Emma Fletcher.

Staffordshire Sentinel 27/4/1904

“The landlord of the BARREL INN, Causeway Green, was fined £3 4s 6d at Halesowen on Tuesday for permitting
a man who was drunk to remain on his licensed premises, although the man was not served with liquor.”

AND

County Advertiser 30/4/1904

“Thomas Lowe, landlord of the BARREL INN, Causeway Green, was charged with permitting drunkenness on his
licensed premises, on the 9th inst, and also with supplying a drunken person. Mr. J. W. Clulow prosecuted, and Mr.
S. Vernon, of Oldbury, defended.

Mr. Clulow explained that on the night in question Police-sergeant Gould and Police-constable Chamberlain, of the
Oldbury police division, visited defendant’s house, and in the tap room found a man named Henry Mills, who was
in an advanced state of drunkenness.

Mr. Vernon pleaded guilty to the charge of permitting drunkenness, and urged that it was an act of stupid folly on
the part of the waiter, who saw the condition of the man immediately he entered the house, and ordered him to leave.
He, however, failed to see him safely off the premises, with the result that the police entered and found the man there.
As soon as the landlord discovered the man in the house he ordered him to leave. He urged the Bench to deal
leniently with his client, inasmuch as defendant was called upon to suffer for the action of his servant.

The Bench fined him 10s and costs for permitting drunkenness, and dismissed the other case on payment of costs.
The total amount was £3 4s.”



County Advertiser 11/2/1905

“On Tuesday the annual Licensing Sessions for the Halesowen Petty Sessional Division were held at the Police
Court.....

Superintendent Hill’s report was as follows ..... The following licensed persons have been proceeded against for
offences under the licensing laws, and dealt with as follows.....

On the 29th of April, 1904, Thomas Lowe, of the BARREL INN, Causeway Green, permitting drunkenness, fined
10s and costs, £2 2s......

I believe the license holders have conducted their houses well during the year and endeavoured to comply with the
Licensing Laws ..... It was decided to renew the whole of the licenses, including those on the black list, a caution
being administered in these cases.”

Tipton Herald 14/8/1909

“On the Ist of August, Samuel Gould, of Round Road, Causeway Green, was in the BARREL INN, Causeway
Green, in an intoxicated condition. When asked to go by the landlord he refused, and the services of PC Edkins had
to be requisitioned. When called to answer the summons at Halesowen Court on Tuesday, Samuel had nothing to
say, and was fined 5s and 5s 6d costs.”

Dudley Chronicle 30/7/1910

“Albert Moore, licensee of the BARREL INN, Causeway Green, applied on behalf of the holders of ten o’clock
licenses in the division for an extension of one hour on the nights of 30th of July and August 1st, 2nd, and 3rd.
Inspector Brazier stated that there was no objection on the part of the police. The applications were granted.”

1911 Census

Pound Road — BARREL INN

[1] Albert Moore (42), publican, born Birmingham;

[2] Elizabeth Moore (40), wife, married 18 years, born Oldbury;

[3] Florie Moore (16), daughter, assists in public house, born Langley Green;
[4] Samuel Moore (17), son, clerk, agency in builder’s line, born Langley Green;
[5] Joseph Moore (14), son, clerk, agency in builder’s line, born Langley Green;
[6] Elsie Moore (13), daughter, school, born Langley Green;

[7] Sarah Moore (8), daughter, school, born Langley Green;

[8] Bertie Moore (3), son, born Langley Green;

[?] Esther Cutler (20), domestic servant, born Langley Green:

Bromsgrove Messenger 6/4/1912

“William Hadley, of Langley, was charged with being drunk on licensed premises. Police-constable Edkins said that
on 30th March he saw defendant being assisted out of the BARREL INN, Causeway Green, by the potman. He was
helplessly drunk. He afterwards fell down in the urinal, and was taken to the police station in a wheelbarrow.
Defendant, who pleaded guilty, was fined 5s and costs.”

Bromsgrove Messenger 20/4/1912

“Thomas Williams, licensee of the BARREL INN, Causeway Green, was summoned for permitting drunkenness
upon his licensed premises on the 30th ult.

Mr. Clulow, who prosecuted, explained that about 8 o’clock on the night in question Police-constable Edkins was
standing outside the public house when he saw the potman, Harold Lowe, lead a man named William Hadley from
the premises in a drunken state and leave him in an outbuilding. The man was in a helpless condition, and Edkins,
who arrested him, had to convey him to the police station upon a wheelbarrow. Inspector Pass subsequently visited
the public house, and when questioned defendant said, ‘I am very sorry, it would not have happened if I had been at
home. If1 can get through this I shall stay at home and attend to my business.” The potman said he had requested
Hadley to leave an hour before.

Replying to Mr. Sharpe, who appeared for defendant, Inspector Pass said he knew that defendant was captain of the
Cradley Heath St. Luke’s football team, and that he was playing in an important match at Willenhall.

Mr. Sharpe admitted that the man was drunk upon the premises, and urged that his client had suffered through
placing too much reliance upon the potman. Williams was away at Willenhall playing in a match upon which the
Birmingham Combination championship depended, and under ordinary circumstances would have been at home at



the time. Unfortunately, the train service was interfered with, and defendant had to come back in the brake, which
delayed his arrival at the house. Defendant would retire from the game at the end of the season and devote his time
to his business.

The Bench fined defendant £5 and costs, and complimented the police upon the manner in which the case had been
brought.

Superintendent Rudnick said he would convey those expressions to the proper quarters.”

[Cradley Heath St. Luke’s won the game at Willenhall. They finished top of the Combination league.]

County Express 10/8/1912

“The Bowling Green.....

The VICTORIA (Blackheath) achieved a smart performance by defeating the BARREL INN, Causeway Green, by
nearly 100 points. Only one of the homesters lost, which speaks well for the home team’s ability.”

Bromsgrove Messenger 19/10/1912

“Samuel Cuft, of Cakemore, was charged with being drunk on the licensed premises of Thomas Williams, of the
BARREL INN, Causeway Green.

Police-sergeant Stanley said that on Saturday night last he visited the above inn, and found defendant sitting down.
He was drunk, and when he got up he staggered and caught hold of the door. Witness locked him up, and he was
bailed out next morning.

Police-constable Jackson corroborated.

Inspector Pass said he received the man in custody at the station. He was too drunk to bail out that night.

Mr. Philip Baker (who defended) said his client was not drunk but sleepy. He had been up with his father, who was
seriously ill, all night, and had only one pint of beer that night.

Defendant, his sister, and the landlord bore out this statement.

The Bench after retiring said they considered the case was a fit one to bring forward, but they were divided, and they
had decided to dismiss the case.”

Bromsgrove Messenger 8/3/1913

“Adjourned Licensing Sessions.

The licenses adjourned from the annual licensing meeting were all renewed, viz.....
Edward Evans, BARREL INN, Causeway Green.....

Superintendent Rudnick said all the alterations had been carried out satisfactorily.”

Evening Despatch 16/7/1914

“Midland Bowls..... Langley and District League.

A match between the Birmingham and District Tramways and the BARREL, Causeway Green, on the Trams green
at West Smethwick, in the Langley and District Bowling League last night, resulted in a win for the BARREL by
one point, the scores being Trams 136, BARREL 137.”

Dudley Chronicle 26/8/1916
“At Halesowen Police Court, on Tuesday, William Edward Evans, licensee of the BARREL INN, Causeway Green,
applied for the temporary license of the house to Samuel George Newell. The application was granted.”

Dudley Chronicle 17/11/1917

“Last Friday evening the distribution of prizes won by various clubs of the Langley Bowling League took place at
the headquarters, QUEENS HEAD, Londonderry (Host Mr. Wheatcroft). The President (Mr. W. G. Holland)
occupied the chair, and a very good company was present. The evening was enlivened by songs by members of the
league, including Messrs. F. Weston (Old Hill CROSS), Siviter, and Jasper. Mr. J. Smith was the pianist.

Hill and Cakemore Liberal Club were presented with the cup ..... The BARREL, for the second year, secured the
spoon.....”

[The BARREL finished last in the league of I | teams.]



Birmingham Daily Gazette 5/1/1921

“At Halesowen yesterday Joseph Cox, aged 45, a labourer, of Yates Lane, Cakemore, was fined 20s for refusing to
quit licensed premises, and £2 10s for assaulting Samuel George Newell, licensee of the BARREL INN.

It was alleged that the defendant went to the public house and demanded to be served with drink. On being ordered
to leave, defendant jumped on to the counter and endeavoured to get drinks from behind the bar. Failing in this
enterprise he picked up the pots of the other customers and drank the contents. The licensee knocked defendant off
the counter and in the struggle that followed defendant struck Newell in the mouth. Defendant was ejected and twice
tried to re-enter the premises.

Defendant pleaded that he remembered nothing of the occurrence. He said he had had a jollification with some
friends during the day.”

Dudley Chronicle 15/1/1921

“Stourbridge and Halesowen Hospital Committee.

The monthly meeting of this Committee was held at the Hayley Green Hospital, Halesowen, on Monday.....

The Matron (Miss Lees) reported the following gifts to the hospital ..... 10s towards the Christmas tree from Master
Tom Newell, a former patient, who resides at the BARREL INN, Causeway Green, Cakemore.”

Birmingham Daily Gazette 16/2/1924

“Cross Country Runs.....

In order to propagate cross-country running in the district, Smethwick Harriers will hold a run from the BARREL,
Causeway Green, next Saturday. The distance will be four miles, and actual racing will be strictly tabooed.”

Birmingham Daily Gazette 11/11/1925

“Weary Hours of Patients. Will You Help Our Wireless Fund?

Radio occupies your winter nights. Won’t you help to make it occupy the winter nights of those to whom the
pleasures of the home fireside are barred — the lonely patients who endure hour upon hour, day upon day, of weary
isolation?

It is the easiest thing in the world to put your subscription into an envelope and post it to the Gazette Hospital
Wireless Fund ..... The following amounts have been received.....

Customers of BARREL INN, Causeway Green, Langley, per Mr. Rose ... £1 0s 0d.”

Birmingham Daily Gazette 19/6/1930 - Marriages

“On June 17th, at St. Paul’s Church, Blackheath, by the Rev. C. D. Banks Gale, Joseph William, eldest son of Mr.
and Mrs. William Smith, Quinton, to Elsie Gladys, younger daughter of Mr. Edward and the late Mrs. Evans,
BARREL INN, Causeway Green.”

Birmingham Daily Gazette 14/1/1931

“The following contribution has been received for the Birmingham Gazette and Evening Despatch fund for the relief
of the dependants of the victims of the Grove Pit disaster.

Previously acknowledged, £2,693 15s 1d.

Mr. E. Evans and Customers of BARREL INN, Causeway Green, Langley, £16 0s 9d.

Total, £2,709 15s 10d.”

Dudley Chronicle 30/4/1931

“William Edward Evans (38), a steel worker, of 78, Mackmillan Road, Rowley, was summoned for using threatening
language to his father Edward Evans (64), landlord of the BARREL INN, Pound Road, Cakemore.

Complainant said his son stopped him as he was leaving the BARREL INN, and threatened to ‘break his neck.” He
had done so previously.

PC Bradbury said he saw Mr. Evans, sen., come out of the BARREL INN, and immediately defendant came out of
the shadows on the other side of the road and threatened him. The elder man ran away, with the younger in pursuit.
When witness stood between the two men defendant adopted a very civil attitude.

Mrs. Smith, defendant’s sister, gave evidence, and defendant was bound over to keep the peace for 21 months, and
ordered to pay 6s 6d costs.”

It had a bowling green and pavilion. [1940s]



It was transferred to the jurisdiction of Oldbury on 7th February 1934.

1939 Register

5, Pound Road (2 of 4)

[1] Joseph William Smith, date of birth 24/11 /1904, manager of public house, married;
[2] Elsie G. (Smith) Neple, dob 5/11/1907, unpaid domestic duties, married;

Plans were approved for alterations to the servery to the smoke room on 11th July 1951.
Plans were approved for ladies’ lavatory accommodation adjacent to the bowling green on 13th April 1955.

Plans were approved for alterations to the bar, smoke room and tenant’s accommodation on 9th November 1957.

Birmingham Daily Post 14/2/1964
“Mr. Clarence Norman Stanley, aged 53, licensee of the BARREL Public House in Pound Road, Causeway Green,
Worcestershire, died after collapsing and falling down a flight of stairs on the premises yesterday.”

Graham Pinches was married to Margaret.
See also GAIETY, Smethwick.

A team from here took part in the Sports Argus Sports-Inn Quiz. [1978]

Sandwell Evening Mail 17/2/1986

“An Oldbury man who was the victim of an unprovoked knife attack when set on by a gang of eight was allowed
home from hospital yesterday. Mr. Neil Pritchett, aged 22, of Apsley Road, Brandhall, was stabbed three times as
he went to make a telephone call after drinking with his girlfriend on Friday night at the BARREL pub in Causeway
Green, Oldbury. He walked about 100 yards to the box near the HEN AND CHICKENS pub, on Birmingham New
Road, when the men, five white and the others black, came out of the premises. They started to punch Mr. Pritchett
and when he retaliated one produced a knife and stabbed him in the back, head and chest. Police are looking for a
half-caste male, aged 21 years, with short black curly hair and around 5ft 9ins tall, who is believed to have carried
out the knife attack.”

Sandwell Evening Mail 24/2/1986

“Another 50 Sandwell publicans are campaigning for rate cuts after complaining that beer sales are sinking. The
latest applications come after 300 Sandwell pubs last year applied for rate cuts because of dwindling trade. The
BARREL in Pound Road, Oldbury, is objecting against a rateable value of £2,284 and the ROWLEY RAG at Throne
Road, Rowley Regis, is contesting a rateable value of £3,513 in the latest applications.

The COACH AND HORSES at High Street, Princes End, Tipton, the PARK TAVERN at Dudley Road, Smethwick,
the COACH MAKERS ARMS at Bridge Street, Wednesbury and the FLOWER POT at Spon Lane, West Bromwich,
are also seeking rate cuts.

The applications are due to be heard in March at the West Midlands Valuation Panel offices at Dudley. A Panel
spokesman said, ‘Rates on pubs are based on sales.’

Some Sandwell publicans have already warned that they will not be able to carry on if rents and rates are increased.”

Sandwell Evening Mail 18/3/1986

“Friends at Oldbury gave each other true support on a charity fancy dress pub crawl — by doing it three-legged. A
group of 15 friends and workmates, some of them pictured, visited 11 public houses, starting at the BARREL in
Pound Road and finishing at the ROWLEY RAG in Whiteheath. Through collections and sponsorship the group,
many wearing fancy dress, expect to raise up to £100 for arthritis work at Selly Oak Hospital.”

Sandwell Evening Mail 14/1/1987
“A cheque for £1,005 raised by a 24-hour sponsored darts and pool evening is to be handed over to the BBC’s
Children in Need Appeal at a presentation at the BARREL public house, Pound Road, Langley, on Friday.”



Sandwell Evening Mail 9/9/1988
“Gig Guide.....
Monday: Indigo Blues Band (The BARREL, Langley).”

Anthony Billings was also a builder.
He was also a pigeon flyer.

It was extended in 1995.
It reopened in August 1995.

Blackheath and District Homing Society was based here. [2005]
[2006]

Closed [2007]
It was demolished in 2008.

Halesowen News 21/2/2008
“Sandwell planning committee last night.....

The committee approved an application from Karma Homes to build 13 houses on the former site of the BARREL
public house, on Pound Road.”

Housing was built on the site.
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BATH ROAD TAVERN

Bath Road, Rounds Green, OLDBURY

OWNERS

LICENSEES

Thomas Sturges [1861] - [1865]
Thomas Vaughan [1868] - [1870]

NOTES

1861 Census

Bath Road — BATH TAVERN

[1] Thomas Sturges (26), roller in iron works and victualler, born Oldbury;
[2] Phebe Sturges (23), wife, born Oldbury;

[3] Joseph H. Sturges (2), son, born Oldbury;

[4] John Sturges (7 months), son, born Oldbury;

[5] Elizabeth Hatton (13), housemaid, born Stourbridge:

Thomas Sturges, retailer of beer, Rounds Green. [1862]

Birmingham Daily Post 3/8/1863

“Thomas Sturges, beerhouse keeper, Rounds Green, and Dennis Green, beerhouse keeper of the same place, were
convicted of selling ale during prohibited hours on Sunday, July 5. They were ordered to pay costs.”

Thomas Sturges, beer retailer, Rounds Green. [1864], [1865]

Thomas Vaughan, beer retailer, Rounds Green. [1870]



BEECHES

105, Bristnall Hall Road, OLDBURY

OWNERS

Atkinsons Ltd.
Mitchells and Butlers Lid.
Admiral Taverns

LICENSEES

Reggie Lewis [1961] - [1962]

NOTES

Birmingham Daily Gazette 6/3/1936

“Oldbury justices yesterday refused application for.....

The removal of the licence of the WINDSOR CASTLE, Graves Road, Rounds Green, to premises known as the
BEECHES, Bristnall Hall Road, Warley.”

Birmingham Daily Gazette 4/3/1937

“Rowley Regis licensing justices adjourned meeting at Old Hill yesterday.....

Although 96 per cent of residents in the Bristnall Hall Road district of Warley want a new public house, the Oldbury
Justices said ‘No’ to their demand yesterday. Atkinsons Brewery applied for the removal of the licence of the
WINDSOR CASTLE, Brades Road, Oldbury, to premises proposed to be erected on a site at Bristnall Hall Road.
Mr. Douglas Jenkins, for the brewery company, said there were 525 houses nearer to the site than to any other
licensed premises, and there was land available for the erection of a further 621.

Opposition was made by local clergy, who contended that the proposed building would be near three schools.

The application was refused.”

Provisional Order of Removal of the license of the WINDSOR CASTLE granted on 2nd March 1939.

Birmingham Daily Post 2/3/1939

“Oldbury adjourned Licensing Sessions yesterday.....

Atkinsons Ltd, Aston, applied for a provisional order sanctioning the removal of the full licence of the WINDSOR
CASTLE, Brades Road, Oldbury, to premises known at the BEECHES, Bristnall Hall Road, Warley.

Mr. Douglas Jenkins (for the applicants) said that the position had changed since a similar application was made in
1936. More houses had been erected and today there were 644 houses nearer to this site than to any licensed house
in the area. The effect of granting the application would be to remove a licence from a somewhat congested area to
a district where no facilities exist. The brewery company was prepared to surrender the licences of two further
houses that were doing considerable business.

Objection to the application was offered by the Rev. F. A. Payne (Warley Methodist Church) and the Rev. H. C.
Hawkins (Oldbury United Ministerial Fellowship), who contended that facilities in the area are adequate.

The application was granted, subject to certain alterations in the plans of the proposed building.”



Birmingham Daily Post 25/4/1939

“Mr. E. Guy Bigwood, who has succeeded the late Alderman Frank Smith as chairman of Worcestershire County
Licensing Committee, presided at the annual meeting for the confirmation of new licences at Worcester yesterday.....
The following applications were granted.....

John Leslie Kimberly, Littlemoor Hill, Smethwick. Removal of the licence of the WINDSOR CASTLE INN,
Rounds Green, Oldbury, to premises to be known as the BEECHES, Bristnall Hall Road, Warley.”

[This might have been delayed in consequence of the war.]

The Final Order was made final on 11th July 1956.

The Tewkesbury Register 16/6/1961

“An Oldbury publican, Reggie Lewis (aged 50), of the BEECHES, Bristnall Hall Road, Warley, was fined £20 and
ordered to pay £4 13s witness fees at Evesham Magistrates’ Court on Wednesday, for driving without due care and
attention.

Supt. T. E. Lewis (prosecuting) said the case arose from an accident at the junction of the Cheltenham and Evesham
roads at Broadway, on April 13, the day of Cheltenham races.

The defendant’s car was in collision with a car driven towards Evesham by Mr. Colin Richard Williams, of 30, West
Street, Evesham.”

[2008]

Closed [2009]

It was converted into a supermarket. [2012]

"/ THE
BEECHES




BEEHIVE

20, (10), (11), Birmingham Street, OLDBURY

OWNERS

William Cheshire

John Jordan, Shirley (later 15, Frederick Road, Edgbaston)

LICENSEES

William Powell [1871] - [1872]
Susannah Powell [1884] - 1885);
Mary Ann Millward (1885 - 1890);
Henry Hall (1890);

Lovisa Goodyere (1890);

John Slade (1890 - 1892);

James Clay (1892 - 1893);
Frederick Charles Guy (1893);
Maria Round (1893);

Harriet Goode (1893 - 1895);
Andrew Reade (1895);

Richard Willis (1895 - 1896);
Harry Joseph Cox (1896 - 1897);
Elizabeth White (1897 - 1902);
Job Taylor (1902 - 1903);

Edwin Field (1903);

Isaiah Hughes (1903 - 1904);
Esther Elizabeth (Stackhouse) Hadley (1904 - 1906):

NOTES

11, Birmingham Street [1871]

10, Birmingham Street [1881], [1889]
20, Birmingham Street [1891], [1901]
LONDON HOUSE [1871], [1885]

It had a beerhouse license.

1871 Census
11, Birmingham Street - LONDON HOUSE

BLUE PETERE}

1983 ex pub

Lot 3.—All that FREEHOLD SHOP and
BEER-HOUSE, situate and being No. 10,
Birmingham Street, Oldbury, in the oecupation
of Millward, at the annoual rental of £25, and
comprising good Frunt Shop, Sitting Room,
Kitehen, Cellar, three gnod Bedroowns, and the
usual Outbuildings, together with the TWELVE
QUARTERS MALT HOUSE and Premises,
now in the occupation of Messrs. J. A, and A,
Thompsoo, as annual tenants at a rental of £15,
This lot produces an annusl rental of £40, and
being situate in the centre of the improving town
of Oldbury, offers an opportunity of securing »
valuable Freehold seldom to be met with.

1889

[1] William Powell (35), wholesale tobacconist and brewery agent, born Somerset;

[2] Susannah Powell (24), wife, born Worcestershire;
[3] Florence M. A. Powell (4), daughter, born Oldbury:

William Powell, beer retailer, Birmingham Street. [1872]

1881 Census
10, Birmingham Street

[1] Sushannah Powell (34), widow, tobacconist, born Halesowen;

[2] Florence Powell (14), daughter, born Oldbury:



Smethwick Telephone 16/2/1889 - Advert

“Eligible Freehold Investments. Oldbury.

Mr. W. H. Pass is favoured with instructions to Sell by Auction, at the TALBOT HOTEL, Oldbury, on Tuesday,
February 26th, 1889, at Six o’clock in the evening, subject to conditions to be then produced.....

Lot 3. All that Freehold Shop and Beerhouse, situate and being No.10, Birmingham Street, Oldbury, in the
occupation of Millward, at the annual rental of £25, and comprising good Front Shop, Sitting Room, Kitchen, Cellar,
three good Bedrooms, and the usual Outbuildings, together with the Twelve Quarters Malt House and Premises, now
in the occupation of Messrs. J. A. and A. Thompson, as annual tenants at a rental of £15. This lot produces an annual
rental of £40 and being situate in the centre of the improving town of Oldbury, offers an opportunity of securing a
valuable Freehold seldom to be met with.....”

1891 Census

20, Birmingham Street

[1] John Slade (25), maltster, born Oldbury;
[2] Anne Slade (26), wife, born Oldbury:

Wednesbury Herald 19/10/1895

“On Wednesday, at the County Court, before Judge Griffiths and a jury, an action was brought by Joseph Henry
Reynolds, Hawkes Lane, Hill Top, against John Price, public house valuer, Victoria Street, West Bromwich, to
recover £25 paid by the plaintiff to defendant for the license, goodwill, &c of the BEEHIVE INN, Birmingham
Street, Oldbury.

Mr. W. Bache appeared for plaintiff and Mr. J. Clark defended.

The Judge held that there was no case for the jury, and non-suited the plaintiff.

A counter claim was withdrawn.”

Birmingham Mail 21/1/1896

“At Oldbury Police Court today Mr. J. S. Sharpe made an application for the transfer of a license from Richard Willis
to Harry Joseph Cox. He explained that Willis held the license of the BEEHIVE INN, Birmingham Street, Oldbury,
having rented the house from Mr. B. T. Sadler as a quarterly tenant. About seven weeks ago Willis suddenly left
without paying his rent, and took the license with him.

Mr. Sadler said he had been unable to trace the whereabouts of Willis.

Mr. Sharpe said under the circumstances he applied on behalf of Mr. Sadler and Mr. Cox for the issue of a copy of
the license, and then for a temporary transfer of it to Mr. Harry Cox. The applications were granted.”

1901 Census

20, Birmingham Street

[1] Elizabeth White (57), widow, beerhouse keeper, born Stourport;
[2] Robert William White (30), son, deaf and dumb, born Oldbury;
[3] Thomas Abraham White (18), son, born Langley:

Elizabeth White was fined 40s and 69s 6d costs, and her license was endorsed, on 7th January 1902, for suffering
gaming on 28th December 1901.

Birmingham Daily Gazette 18/2/1903

“The adjourned licensing sessions were held at Oldbury yesterday.....

The police objected to the renewal of the licenses of the nine houses on the ‘black list,” against which there had been
convictions.

The magistrates refused to renew the licenses of the BEEHIVE INN, Bromford Lane, and also of the BEEHIVE
INN, Birmingham Street.”

Worcestershire Chronicle 11/4/1903

“Two appeals are appointed to be heard at the Quarter Sessions on Tuesday.....

Edwin Field and John Gordon against the refusal of the Oldbury Justices to renew the license of the BEEHIVE INN,
Oldbury.”



The renewal of Edwin Field's license was refused on 17th February 1903, but was renewed on appeal, at the Quarter
Sessions on 7th April 1903.

Esther Elizabeth Stackhouse married James Hadley on 1st April 1905.
She was fined £5 and £2 11s 6d costs, on 4th April 1905, for permitting drunkenness on 21st March 1905.

Lichfield Mercury 7/4/1905

“At Oldbury, on Tuesday, Elizabeth Stackhouse, widow, licensee of the BEEHIVE INN, Birmingham Street,
Oldbury, was charged with permitting drunkenness on her licensed premises, and also with selling intoxicants to a
drunken person.

It was stated that the police found James Hadley, of Tat Bank, drunk in the house. When asked how she accounted
for it, the defendant said Hadley had been there all the evening, but he had only had two or three glasses of ale. She
further alleged that Hadley had been holding her down whilst a woman named Polly Hughes punched her. When
the officers called again at 10-45 the same night they saw that Hughes had both her eyes badly discoloured. The
landlady then said that the man Hadley was courting her, and she had ordered him to go, but he had refused. Hadley
also said, ‘I am courting the landlady, and I am happy, you see.” (Laughter.) In the course of further evidence it was
stated that the man Hadley married Mrs. Stackhouse last Saturday.

For permitting drunkenness Mrs. Stackhouse was fined £5 and costs, the charge of selling intoxicants to a drunken
person being withdrawn on the payment of costs, the total being £7 19s.

Hadley was fined 15s 6d, including costs, for being upon the premises, and Polly Hughes was also fined 2s 6d and
costs for a similar offence.”

The license renewal was referred to the Compensation Authority on 21st February 1905.
It was refused by the Compensation Authority on 24th June 1905.

Birmingham Mail 24/6/1905

“The adjourned meeting of the Worcester County Licensing Committee was held today at the Shirehall, Mr. Willis
Bund presiding, for the consideration of licenses of houses in Oldbury which had been reported by the local justices
as not being necessary for the requirements of the district.....

In the case of the BEEHIVE, Birmingham Street, Mr. Matthews appeared for the landlord, John Jordan, but offered
no evidence, saying he was content to leave the matter in the hands of the Court, believing he would be justly dealt
with.

Superintendent Hill said the house had been badly conducted.....

After deliberating half an hour, the justices decided that all the houses brought before them were unnecessary, but
not being certain how far compensation money would suffice to meet the claims to be paid, drew up an order of
precedence in which houses are to be dealt with, houses not paid for keeping open provisionally till they are dealt
with.”

Smethwick Telephone 1/7/1905

“The adjourned principal meeting of the Licensing Committee for the County of Worcester was held at the Shire
Hall, Worcester, on Saturday, Mr. J. Willis Bund presiding. The sixteen houses reported by the Oldbury Justices were
considered, and the committee ultimately decided that all the licenses were unnecessary. As they were not aware
how far the compensation money would go, the committee arranged the houses in order, and as many of the licenses
as possible will be done away with. The order is as follows.....

6. BEEHIVE, Birmingham Street.”

Birmingham Mail 22/12/1905

“An important memorandum has been issued by the inland revenue commissioners affecting the basis of
compensation for licensed houses which have been compulsorily closed. It will be remembered that fifteen such
houses were refused the renewal of licenses at Oldbury, and the question of compensation was argued by counsel
before the Worcestershire Licensing Committee a few weeks ago. That committee intimated that the rent was the
basis upon which the compensation should be assessed, but counsel urged that this was preposterous. The claimants
preferred to leave the matter to the decision of the inland revenue commissioners. The latter have sent a letter to the
committee, upholding its view that the rent should be the basis, allowing nothing for the trade done on the premises
or to the brewers for tied houses. The Commissioners say that the computation of the sum to be paid in any case



requires the determination of three factors, namely, the value of the licensed premises, the depreciation in value of
the trade fixtures, and the value of the premises without the license. They have, as a rule, capitalised the annual
value of the licensed premises upon the four per cent basis, or at twenty-five years’ purchase, and only exceeded this
in cases where there was a distinct prospect of improved annual value, and only fallen below it where there was
evidence to suggest that the present value could not be maintained in future. They have employed surveyors of taxes
to take estimates of the probable annual value of premises when deprived of their licenses, and of the probable
number of years’ purchase of such annual value that premises would fetch, an allowance being made for the cost of
the alterations necessary to fit the premises for earning the annual value as estimated. Accordingly, although exact
figures have not yet been received, the amounts payable for the Oldbury houses above referred to may be given
approximately as follows.....

BEEHIVE, Birmingham Street, £25.”

Birmingham Daily Gazette 6/3/1906

“A meeting of the Worcester Licensing Committee was held at the Shire Hall, Worcester, yesterday, to consider the
awards made by the Commissioner of Inland Revenue, determining the amounts to be paid as compensation to
owners, holders, or others interested in the non-renewal of licenses in the Oldbury division.....

The licenses refused and the amount of compensation awarded in each case was as follows.....

BEEHIVE, Birmingham Street, £480.

The committee made awards as follows.....

BEEHIVE, Birmingham Street, £30 to Esther E. Hadley, licensee, and £450 to John Gordon, registered owner.
Payment of the compensation money was fixed to take place on March 28.”

Birmingham Mail 20/3/1906

“Today, at Oldbury Police Court, there was a sequel to the compensation proceedings under the Licensing Act. Mrs.
Esther Elizabeth Hadley, licensee of the BEEHIVE INN, Birmingham Street, Oldbury, was summoned, at the
instance of Mr. T. Jones (assistant overseer) for the non-payment of a poor rate amounting to £1 9s 4d. Mr. H.
Jeffries appeared for the defendant.

Mr. Jones deposed that at a previous court a distress warrant had been granted, but this was returned marked ‘No
effects.’

Mr. Jeffries explained that Mrs. Hadley was not a passive resister, but was unable to pay the rate through poverty.
Under those circumstances he asked the Bench not to commit defendant to prison. Mrs. Hadley kept the public
house named, but the compensation authority thought it fit to take away the license, and this would expire in a few
days. As soon as the Compensation Authority set its mark upon the house, the trade disappeared, and since that time
the defendant had lived the best way she could. She was entitled to a small sum for compensation in respect of the
house, but, unfortunately, it was due to, and had actually been assigned to, a judgement creditor. It was afterwards
assigned to another creditor, and a garnishee summons had been served in respect of the amount to which defendant
was entitled, and there was not the slightest chance of Mrs. Hadley receiving a single penny of the money. During
the past year defendant had pledged almost all her furniture, and many of her effects were now in the pawnshops,
and the money obtained on them had been used to live upon.

In reply to the Bench, Mr. Jeffries said the defendant was a married woman living apart from her husband, who did
not contribute anything towards her support, and she had not a penny in the world. He asked the magistrates to
exercise the discretion which was vested in them, and not grant a committal order in the case, or, if they did so, let
it be for one day only.

In answer to the Clerk, Mr. Jeffries pointed out that the defendant was entitled to about £30 as compensation, but the
garnishee summons and the other debts amounted to three or four times that sum.

The Bench committed defendant to prison for one day, which meant that she was immediately discharged.”

Birmingham Mail 17/7/1906

“At the Oldbury Police Court, today, Esther E. Hadley, wife of James Hadley, of Engine Street, Tat Bank, was
charged with converting to her own use a piano, the property of E. F. Allen and Sons Limited, of High Street, West
Bromwich, whilst under a hire purchase agreement.

Mr. S. R. Rhodes appeared to prosecute, and explained that defendant received the piano in January, 1905, in the
name of Stackhouse, having since been married. She obtained possession of a piano of the value of £23 10s, agreeing
to pay 10s 6d per month until the whole of the money was paid. The payments were kept up until March 29th, 1906,
amounting in all to £3 17s 6d, and enquiries were made and defendant said the piano had been seized to pay for rent.



Afterwards she said her step-son, who was working at Liverpool, had the instrument. She had told the complainants
that she was not Mrs. Stackhouse nor Mrs. Hadley, and had tried in every way to mislead them as to her identity.
They thought the piano had got into the possession of a pawnbroker named Harry Nightingale, for defendant had
stated that he had paid her £12 for the piano. She also said Nightingale had given her £10 to pay the fine at the police
court and £2 to take the piano away.

After some legal argument, Mr. Jeffries, who appeared for the defence, intimated that defendant intended to plead
guilty. She had, he said, looked upon the transaction with Nightingale as a pledge. She had expected to receive
money from the compensation authority when her former license (the BEEHIVE, Birmingham Street) was taken
away, but that money had gone into another channel, and she had not been able to discharge her liability to
Nightingale. She, however, never intended to deprive the prosecutors of the permanent possession of the instrument
The Bench considered that the defendant possibly did not fully understand the agreement, but all the same she was
liable, and would have to go to prison for one day.”

The license was extinguished on 4th April 1906.
It was converted into a shop.

Demolished



BEEHIVE

143, Bromford Road, (143, (10), Bromford Lane), OLDBURY

OWNERS

John Jordan, Birmingham Road, Oldbury (later at Shirley)

LICENSEES

Joseph Baugh [1881] - 1888);
Mary Anna Wooldridge (1888 - 1892);
Ellen Harris (1892 - 1893);
Nathaniel Hadley (1893 - 1894);
Elizabeth Baugh (1894);

Edwin Cutler (1894 - 1898);
Jemima Cutler (1898 - 1899);
Ernest Lucas (1899);

Frank Richards (1899 - 1900);
Leah Richards (1900 - 1901);
Francis Knifton (1901 - 1902);
Joseph Buttery (1902 - 1903);
Joseph Slater (1903 - 1904);
Mary Ann Raden (1904 - 1905);
Samuel Foxall (1905 - 1906):

NOTES
It had a beerhouse license.

Birmingham Daily Post 5/12/1871 - Advert
“BEEHIVE INN.

l EF-HIVE Irn —To be LET. the above New-licemaod [N,
#ltuste In Bromford Lane, the main road from West Bromwich

to Olabury. eud pear the extenslve Ironworks of Moswrs Nawes and

Fon, the Kailway Owrisge, and other Worka, Io-comiong ahout 00,

which may be reduced to sull sa (u-comlox tenanl  Batislactoury

l!)l“.lnlnu: given for leaviog. —Apply, Joha Green and don, Auctionsry,
( Y.

1871
ORT, on the Mth instant, & Sky Terrier Biteh, with ears und tail
4 eut, - Anyone returnimg ber to the Beehive Inn, Bromfourd Lane,
Oldbary, will be rewarded e5J31
1873

To be Let, the above New-licensed Inn, situate in Bromford Lane, the main road from West Bromwich to Oldbury,
and near the extensive Ironworks of Messrs. Dawes and Son, the Railway Carriage, and other Works. In-coming
about £50, which may be reduced to suit an in-coming tenant. Satisfactory reasons given for leaving.

Apply, John Green and Son, Auctioneers, Oldbury.”

Birmingham Daily Post 26/9/1873 - Advert

“Lost, on the 9th instant, a Sky Terrier Bitch, with ears and tail cut.

Anyone returning her to the BEEHIVE INN, Bromford Lane, Oldbury, will be rewarded.”

Birmingham Daily Gazette 28/2/1877 - Advert

“To Let, with immediate possession, Public House and Premises, with Stabling for four horses, the sign of the
BEEHIVE INN, near Bromford large Ironworks, Oldbury. In-coming £50.

Apply, British Queen Brewery, Birmingham Road, Oldbury.”

TO Let, with immediate possession, PUBLIC-HOUSE anl
Premiscs, with Btabllng for four horses, the sign of the
e B(I'ehir; sl.:n." near mrd large I o.n':oth. Oldbury. hln-
com —Apply, L ueen w Birmiagham
Koad, Oldbury. Q - 04052



1881 Census

Bromford Road — BEEHIVE INN

[1] Joseph Baugh (35), licensed victualler, born Sunderland;
[2] Elizabeth Baugh (36), wife, born West Bromwich;

[3] Joseph Baugh (12), son, scholar, born West Bromwich;
[4] Mary Baugh (6), daughter, scholar, born West Bromwich;
[5] Anne Baugh (5), daughter, scholar, born West Bromwich;
[6] Elizabeth Baugh (2), daughter, born Oldbury:

Evening Express 21/11/1881

“A meeting of the puddlers employed at Messrs. Dawes’s Bromford Works, Bromford Lane, was held on Saturday,
at the BEEHIVE INN, for the purpose of hearing an explanation from Mr. Capper, operatives’ secretary to the Wages
Board, of a portion of the existing system for regulating wages. The men complained of certain grievances, and Mr.
Capper suggested that a deputation from the men should be appointed to accompany him to the office at Messrs.
Dawes’s works, for the purpose of having an interview with the head of the firm. This suggestion it was resolved
to carry into effect.”

AND

Birmingham Mail 21/11/1881

“On Saturday afternoon a meeting of the ironworkers employed at Bromford Ironworks was held at the BEEHIVE
INN, Bromford Lane, to consider the demand of 3d per man per quarter made for the Conciliation Board, and a
misunderstanding which had arisen at the works with reference to the heating of ‘cobbles.” The meeting decided to
continue to support the Conciliation Board, and a deputation was appointed, including Mr. Capper, to wait upon the
proprietors of the Bromford Works with reference to the dispute concerning the ‘cobbles.’”

Birmingham Mail 27/8/1883

“The annual licensing session for the Oldbury division was held this afternoon at the Police Court.....

Police Superintendent Hardman presented his report.....

Since the last meeting 12 licensed persons had been summoned and convicted for offences against their licenses .....
Joseph Baugh.....

The Bench decided that all the applications for renewals made by those prisoners who had been convicted during
the year should be postponed until the adjourned licensing meeting, with the exception of two whose conviction took
place on licensing day last year and who were then called up and cautioned. The persons whose renewals were
refused would be required to attend and show reasons why their licenses should be renewed.”

Joseph Baugh, beer retailer, 10, Bromford Lane. [1884], [1888]

Wolverhampton Express and Star 20/10/1885 - Advert
“Lost, on Saturday night, a Black Greyhound Dog Puppy, near the Station, at Oldbury.
Finder will be handsomely rewarded by returning him to Joseph Baugh, 10, Bromford Road, Oldbury.”
OSP‘I;, on Batlrdt;z night, a Btwk Ureyhil,:% I‘Jﬂ
Joseph Baugh - see also NEW CART AND HORSES. N m-t"';':. m&m‘% o Steeph
Baugl, 10, Bromford-rd., Okrbllﬂ'.
1891 Census
Bromford Road — BEE HIVE INN
[1] Fred Wolldridge (62), born Worcester;
[2] Mary A. Wolldridge (45), wife, publican, born Guildsfield, Montgomeryshire;
[3] Thomas Lloyd (22), step-son, born Meifod, Montgomeryshire;
[4] Sarah A. Stokes (15), domestic servant, born Brandford, Middlesex:

Birmingham Daily Post 4/1/1893

“Yesterday, at the Police Court, Nathaniel Hadly, of the BEEHIVE INN, Bromford Lane, was summoned for selling
intoxicating liquors without having a license on the 24th of December.

Superintendent Speke stated that on Friday, the 23rd ult, defendant called at the police station and intimated that he
was going to have a few friends at his house on the following Sunday night. Witness elicited that defendant was
keeping the above-named house, and that he had been there since the previous Monday. Defendant admitted that he



had not got the transfer of the license, but said Mr. Jordan was attending to it. Witness told defendant that he ought
not to be there, that he was selling at his own risk, and recommended him to see Mr. Jordan at once. Defendant
promised to do so, and also to come and see witness afterwards; but he failed to do so, and, consequently, the present
proceedings were instituted.

The magistrates’ clerk pointed out that there was an application for the transfer by the defendant that day.
Superintendent Speke added that since the summons was served Mr. Hopkins, a member of the firm of John Jordan
and Co, had seen him and explained that there was a misunderstanding about the matter. He was under the
impression that it was not necessary for the owner of a beerhouse to reside on the premises. Mr. Hopkins having
given the assurance that it arose purely through a misunderstanding, under these circumstances he asked for the case
to be withdrawn on the payment of costs.

Mr. Hopkins corroborated Superintendent Speke’s statement, and added that the previous tenant had not yet left the
house, and it was his intention for him to leave before the license was transferred.

The Bench allowed the case to be withdrawn, and afterwards granted the transfer of the license.”

Shepton Mallet Journal 21/7/1893

“At the Birmingham county court, before his Honour Judge Chalmers and a jury, Frederick Woolrick [sic], of the
HORSE AND JOCKEY INN, Dudley, publican, sued the London and Manchester Industrial Insurance Company, to
recover £72 on a policy of insurance, effected on the life of his sister, Ellen Thomas, deceased. Mr. Vachell
(instructed by Mr. Clarke, West Bromwich) appeared for the plaintiff, and Mr. Hugo Young (instructed by Mr.
O’Connor) for the defendants.

Mr. Vachell said the plaintiff sued as administrator of the estate of his late sister, a widow, who lived at Garbett Street,
Birmingham. The policy was issued by the defendants on her life on the 13th March, 1891, and the amount insured
was £72 payable on her death. The premiums were 5s a week. Mrs. Thomas died on the 16th June, 1892, at the age
of 66, and application was made by the plaintiff to the company for the insurance, but they refused to pay, and the
defence was that the policy was a speculative one on the part of the plaintiff, in which the deceased had no interest.
Mr. Vachell explained that the deceased earned a living by tailoring and taking in lodgers. She was on a visit to her
brother in March 1891, at the BEEHIVE INN, Oldbury, his then place of business, when an agent named Carrol
called and suggested to plaintiff, his wife, and deceased that they should insure with his company. Mrs. Thomas
approved of the suggestion, and it was arranged that Carrol should call on her in Birmingham. Carrol afterwards did
call on her, and she signed a proposal form upon which the company insured her. Carrol was agent in the West
Bromwich district, and for his convenience in collecting, the premiums were paid through the plaintiff in Bromford
Lane. Although Mrs. Thomas was 66 years of age she had not lost all thought of love. At the time the policy was
effected she had a love affair with a man whose identity was hidden under the expressive name of Ben, and possibly
it was a desire to leave something nice for Ben if anything happened to her that induced her to insure. Ben was a
young man, a lodger with the deceased. Unfortunately, Ben was faithless and married another lady. Deceased after
being jilted appeared to lose interest in the insurance, and in April 1892, gave the policy to her sister-in-law,
plaintiff’s wife, and executed an informal will in her favour. The deceased sent the premiums to Bromford Lane to
be paid to Carrol, but the last premium was paid by plaintiff’s wife. Mr. Vachell called evidence to show that
deceased had the means of paying the premiums. She had two lodgers, one of whom paid 10s 6d a week for his
board and lodgings and the other 12s 6s.

The defence was that the policy was never sought for by the deceased at all, who was too poor to pay premiums of
S5s a week. She was so poor that the week before she died she was in receipt of parish medical relief. Carrol, the
agent who effected the insurance, left the company, and his accounts were in a confused condition. The agent who
succeeded Carrol stated that all the premiums were paid by the plaintift’s wife, not in postal orders, but cash. Other
witnesses proved that Ben was married long before the policy was entered into, and the deceased therefore had no
object to pinch herself to insure her life. Documents purporting to be signed by the deceased were not in her
handwriting. The company had offered to return the premiums paid. Mr. Young submitted that the policy was a pure
speculation on the part of the plaintiff and his wife.

The jury, without calling upon Mr. Vachell, gave a verdict for the plaintiff for the amount claimed.”

Edwin Cutler, beer retailer, 143, Bromford Lane. [1896]



1901 Census

143, Bromford Road — FOUNTAIN [sic] INN

[1] Frank Richards (28), publican (beerhouse keeper), born Birmingham;
[2] Leah Richards (27), wife, born Birmingham:

Smethwick Weekly News 27/9/1902

“Joseph Buttery, licensee of the BEEHIVE beerhouse, Bromford Lane, was summoned for permitting drunkenness
on his licensed premises on the 8th inst. Mr. J. S. Sharpe prosecuted on behalf of the police, and Mr. H. Jeffries
defended.

Mr. Sharpe explained that on the night of the 8th inst PS Cox and PC Shilvock visited the defendant’s premises, and
they saw a man named James Hobley sitting in the tap-room drunk. Defendant was in the room, but was taking no
steps to get the man from the house.

Mr. Jeffries contended that defendant had not supplied Hobley, and that he was taking steps to remove him when the
man’s wife came and interfered.”

[Fined 20s and £2 |3s 6d costs.]

Birmingham Daily Gazette 18/2/1903

“The adjourned licensing sessions were held at Oldbury yesterday.....

The police objected to the renewal of the licenses of the nine houses on the ‘black list,” against which there had been
convictions.

The magistrates refused to renew the licenses of the BEEHIVE INN, Bromford Lane, and also of the BEEHIVE
INN, Birmingham Street.”

The license renewal was referred to the Compensation Authority on 21st February 1905.
It was refused by the Compensation Authority on 24th June 1905.

Birmingham Mail 24/6/1905

“The adjourned meeting of the Worcester County Licensing Committee was held today at the Shirehall, Mr. Willis
Bund presiding, for the consideration of licenses of houses in Oldbury which had been reported by the local justices
as not being necessary for the requirements of the district.....

No evidence was given for the BEEHIVE, Bromford Road, but frequent transfers and convictions were recorded.....
After deliberating half an hour, the justices decided that all the houses brought before them were unnecessary, but
not being certain how far compensation money would suffice to meet the claims to be paid, drew up an order of
precedence in which houses are to be dealt with, houses not paid for keeping open provisionally till they are dealt
with.”

Smethwick Telephone 1/7/1905

“The adjourned principal meeting of the Licensing Committee for the County of Worcester was held at the Shire
Hall, Worcester, on Saturday, Mr. J. Willis Bund presiding. The sixteen houses reported by the Oldbury Justices were
considered, and the committee ultimately decided that all the licenses were unnecessary. As they were not aware
how far the compensation money would go, the committee arranged the houses in order, and as many of the licenses
as possible will be done away with. The order is as follows.....

9. BEEHIVE Bromford Road.”

Birmingham Mail 22/12/1905

“An important memorandum has been issued by the inland revenue commissioners affecting the basis of
compensation for licensed houses which have been compulsorily closed. It will be remembered that fifteen such
houses were refused the renewal of licenses at Oldbury, and the question of compensation was argued by counsel
before the Worcestershire Licensing Committee a few weeks ago. That committee intimated that the rent was the
basis upon which the compensation should be assessed, but counsel urged that this was preposterous. The claimants
preferred to leave the matter to the decision of the inland revenue commissioners. The latter have sent a letter to the
committee, upholding its view that the rent should be the basis, allowing nothing for the trade done on the premises
or to the brewers for tied houses. The Commissioners say that the computation of the sum to be paid in any case
requires the determination of three factors, namely, the value of the licensed premises, the depreciation in value of
the trade fixtures, and the value of the premises without the license. They have, as a rule, capitalised the annual



value of the licensed premises upon the four per cent basis, or at twenty-five years’ purchase, and only exceeded this
in cases where there was a distinct prospect of improved annual value, and only fallen below it where there was
evidence to suggest that the present value could not be maintained in future. They have employed surveyors of taxes
to take estimates of the probable annual value of premises when deprived of their licenses, and of the probable
number of years’ purchase of such annual value that premises would fetch, an allowance being made for the cost of
the alterations necessary to fit the premises for earning the annual value as estimated. Accordingly, although exact
figures have not yet been received, the amounts payable for the Oldbury houses above referred to may be given
approximately as follows.....

BEEHIVE, Bromford Road, £132.”

Birmingham Daily Gazette 6/3/1906

“A meeting of the Worcester Licensing Committee was held at the Shire Hall, Worcester, yesterday, to consider the
awards made by the Commissioner of Inland Revenue, determining the amounts to be paid as compensation to
owners, holders, or others interested in the non-renewal of licenses in the Oldbury division.....

The licenses refused and the amount of compensation awarded in each case was as follows.....

BEEHIVE, Bromford Road, £410.

The committee made awards as follows.....

BEEHIVE, Bromford Road, £10 to Samuel Foxhall, licensee, and £400 to John Jordon and Co, registered owners.
Payment of the compensation money was fixed to take place on March 28.”

The license was extinguished on 4th April 1906.



BEEHIVE

47, Henry Street, (New Street) / Edward Street, Langley Green, OLDBURY

OWNERS

Thomas Bowater, Thomas Street, Netherton

Mrs. Harriet Bowater, Bird in Hand, Netherton (later at Henry Street, Langley Green, and Struggling Man, Paradise,

Dudley)

William Bowater, Struggling Man, Paradise, Dudley

Showells Brewery Co. Ltd. [1922]

LICENSEES

Thomas Bailey [1870]

Richard Underhill [1871]

Thomas Underhill [1881]

Thomas Darby [1884] - 1885);
Henry Hinchley (1885 - 1895);
Tom Lockey (1895 - 1899);

Josiah Hill (1899 - 1905);
Zachariah York (1905 - 1906);
William Joseph Pratt (1906 - 1909);

TO BREWERS AND OTHERS

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT OF SALE BY
AUCTION OF A
VALUABLE FREEHOLD BEERHOUSE
AND DWELLING-HOUSES,
AT LANGLEY GREEN, NEAR OLDBURY.
ALFRED W. DANDO has received in-

stroctions to SELL AUCTION, at Talbot
Hotel, Oldbury, on AY, May 51, 1906,

at Seven oclack in Lhe preciely, sabject to
conditions of smale then o Very
Valusbe FREEHOLD BEERH sitinte ot the
Comer of Edwardetree: end Hearystrest, Langley

Gresn, known as the
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containing Entrance Passage, Bar and Smoke-rooms,
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NOTES 1006

It had a beerhouse license.
Richard Underhill was ordered to pay costs for serving during prohibited hours in August 1871.

1881 Census

Henry Street

[1] Thomas Underhill (26), publican, born Oldbury;

[2] Pamela Underhill (25), wife, dressmaker, born Oldbury;
[3] Ada Underhill (1), daughter, born Langley;

[4] Thomas Underhill (5 months), son, born Langley:

West Bromwich Weekly News 15/10/1881

“Thomas Underhill, landlord of the BEEHIVE INN, Henry Street, was charged with keeping his house open for the
sale of intoxicants during prohibited hours.

PC Bayliss said at 12.20am, on the 20th ult, he saw a man in the house, and the landlord was filling a stone jar with
beer. The case was adjourned.”



West Bromwich Weekly News 10/12/1881

“Thomas Underhill, BEEHIVE INN, Langley, was charged with keeping his house open for the sale of intoxicants
during prohibited hours, on the morning of the 20th September. Mr. Shakespeare defended.

PC Bayliss said he went into defendant’s house at 12.20am on the day in question, and saw a man in the kitchen.
Defendant was filling a jar with beer, and asked witness to have a glass. Witness went into the road, but did not see
anyone leave.

Cross-examined: The man in the house was a relative of defendant’s named Fantom. He knew there had been a
tea-party at the house the previous evening.

For the defence, it was contended that on the previous night there had been a tea-party at the house. Not all the
company had cleared away by eleven o’clock, except some relatives of defendant’s named West, who were assisting
to clear away some barrels.

Two witnesses were called in support of this statement, and the case was dismissed.”

1891 Census

47, Henry Street

[1] Henry Hinchley (40), beer retailer, born Birmingham;

[2] Harriet L. Hinchley (42), wife, born Birmingham;

[3] Harriet L. Hinchley (16), daughter, born Oldbury;

[4] Edith A. Hinchley (14), daughter, monitress, school, born Oldbury;
[5] Harry W. C. Hinchley (13), son, scholar, born Oldbury:

Birmingham Daily Post 13/8/1891
“Yesterday afternoon a meeting of the members of the Oldbury and District Licensed Victuallers’ and Beer Retailers’
Association was held at the BEEHIVE INN, Langley; Mr. H. Hinckley presiding.....”

Birmingham Daily Post 17/11/1893 - Advert
“BEEHIVE INN, Henry Street, Langley Green, to Let, with immediate possession.
Apply, BIRD IN HAND, Netherton. EEEIVE lm g;%?.—sfﬁl’}. Laogley Croen, 10 Let, wich

Henry Hinchley - see also OLD CRYSTAL PALACE, Smethwick.
Tom Lockey, beer retailer, 47, Henry Street, Langley. [1896]

Sporting Life 28/11/1898

“Navigation Grounds, Smethwick. John Griffiths and Fred Lea, for £20.

These well-constructed grounds, which at one time played a prominent part in Midland pedestrianism, but of late
have lain idle for various reasons, were on Saturday afternoon set apart for the long-impending foot race between
Fred Lee and John Griffiths, both hailing from Langley, near Oldbury, Worcestershire, who had signed articles to
run 120 yards, Lee receiving 2 yards start inside, for a stake of £10 a-side, the Sporting Life being appointed
stakeholder, and appointing pistol-firer and referee. Wretched weather prevailed, rain and fog making things
decidedly unpleasant, but far too much interest was centered in the match to deter the Langley and district sports
from assembling in large numbers. The competitors can scarcely be termed flyers, nor are they widely known at the
business. Lee, however, is very well known as an exponent of the manly art of self-defence, and has taken part in
many contests with the mittens, while he has also been seen to advantage as a ped in the amateur ranks. He is a
well-built young fellow of twenty-three years of age, stands 5ft 9in in height, and scales 11st 111b. He was trained
by that well-known Brummagen ped, Lou Goodman, and took the fore part of his training just outside Rubery, but
finished at host Granger’s, the RED LION INN, Halesowen.

Griffiths is twenty-six years of age, stands 5ft 7in in height, and weighed about 11st. He had up to the present match
accomplished very little on the cinder-path. He followed his employment till a week ago, when he was trained by
F. Lowe from the BEEHIVE INN, Langley, and was in excellent fettle, all things considered.

Four o’clock was the specified time on the articles, but it was twenty minutes later ere the competitors made their
appearance. In the meantime Lee had been all the rage among the betting fraternity, and ‘a ton of money’ was behind
him. Griffiths’ party were not so sanguine, consequently odds rapidly rose to 7 to 4, and in some instances 2 to 1
on Lee. Nevertheless, a good round sum was invested.



Griffiths won the toss, and chose the side nearest the spectators. It was a bit hazy when starter Lewis despatched the
men to a splendid start, and then commenced a most exciting race. Amid cries of ‘Lee wins!’ Griffiths gradually
crept up, but still thirty yards from the worsted it looked odds on the favourite, but Griffiths, finishing in a most game
and determined manner, got on terms, and finally won one of the most exciting and splendidly contested races ever
seen here by a foot.

Mr. W. Lewis, of Birmingham, fired the pistol, and Mr. Thos. Pike (both appointed by the Sporting Life) officiated
as referee.

(We shall forward a cheque, less expenses, to the winner’s address given our representative.)”

1901 Census

47, Henry Street

[1] Josiah Hill (39), publican, born Beech Lane;

[2] Mary L. Hill (39), wife, born Birmingham;

[3] Annie Hill (17), daughter, barmaid, born Warley;

[4] Joseph Hill (14), son, born Warley;

[5] Arthur Hill (9), son, born Warley;

[6] May Hill (1), daughter, born Oldbury;

[7] Henry James (78), boarder, widower, retired gun maker, born Handsworth:

Birmingham Daily Gazette 12/5/1906 - Advert

“To Brewers and Others.

Important Announcement of Sale by Auction of a Valuable Freehold Beerhouse and Dwelling Houses, at Langley
Green, near Oldbury.

Alfred W. Dando has received instructions to Sell by Auction, at the TALBOT HOTEL, Oldbury, on Thursday, May
31, 1906, at Seven o’clock in the Evening precisely, subject to conditions of sale then to be produced.

A Very Valuable Freehold Beerhouse, situate at the Corner of Edward Street and Henry Street, Langley Green,
known as the BEEHIVE INN, containing Entrance Passage, Bar and Smoke-rooms, Front Living-room, Club-room,
two Bedrooms; with Cellars, outer Kitchen, and other Outbuildings in yard, having gateway approach; as let to
Messrs. Showell’s Brewery Limited, on lease of seven years from March 25, 1905, at the clear annual rental of £35.
Also the Two Adjoining Dwelling Houses, being No.41 Edward Street, and 45, Henry Street, let and producing the
gross annual rental of £19 18s 8d.

The foregoing Licensed House is situate in a locality where extensive building operations have been and are now
going on, it is particularly free from competition, and will constantly increase in value.

Further particulars may be obtained of Messrs. Jones, Barradale, and Thomas, Solicitors; or the Auctioneer, all of
Wolverhampton Street, Dudley.”

John Jagger = John Jaggar

1911-1912 Directory

“BEEHIVE INN — John Jagger, manager.
Showell’s ales in grand condition.

Old and new friends welcome.”

1911 Census

47, Henry Street — BEE HIVE

[1] John Jaggar (50), wet cooper, at present public house manager, born St. Thomas, Oxford;
[2] Margaret Hetty Jaggar (42), wife, married 21 years, born Birmingham;

[3] Elizabeth Kate Jaggar (20), daughter, born Burton on Trent;

[4] Arthur Henry Jaggar (17), son, brewer’s carter’s assistant, born Burton on Trent;

[5] Margaret May Jaggar (14), daughter, housework, born Burton on Trent;

[6] Charles Hermolon Jaggar (11), son, school, born Wolverhampton;

[7] Kathleen Annie Jaggar (8), daughter, school, born Oldbury;

[8] Leonard Bradway Jaggar (6), son, school, born Oldbury:

John Jagger - see also JUNCTION.



David Round - see also KINGS ARMS, and BRITISH QUEEN.

Birmingham Mail 16/11/1914

“Langley Men Wounded.....

Corporal J. Snade, of the 3rd Worcestershire Regiment, was wounded during the fighting at Ypres, and is now an
inmate of the 1st Scottish Hospital, Aberdeen. Snade was the licensee of the BEEHIVE INN, Edward Street,
Langley, prior to being called up.”

William Henry Billington, beer retailer, 47, Henry Street, Langley. [1916]

Birmingham Daily Gazette 3/3/1920

“Application was made at Oldbury Licensing Sessions yesterday by Mr. F. Chapman for permission to make certain
alteration to the BEEHIVE INN, Langley. The proposed alteration, it was stated, would entail the demolition of a
cottage adjoining the property, but Mr. Chapman assured the Bench that the brewery company, Messrs. Showell,
intended making more adequate provision in the matter of houses.

The Bench sanctioned the alteration, subject to the company finding accommodation for the tenants of the cottage
mentioned.”

Mrs. Elizabeth B. Billington, beer retailer, 47, Henry Street, Langley. [1921]

Smethwick Telephone 4/2/1922

“At Oldbury Superintendent Milsom reported that he had served notices of objection to the renewal of the following
licenses on the ground of redundancy.....

BEEHIVE INN, Langley.”

The license renewal was referred to the Compensation Authority on 1st March 1922.
The renewal was refused on 10th July 1922.

Evesham Standard 14/10/1922

“The Worcestershire Licensing Committee sat on Tuesday at the Shirehall to assess compensation for the nine
licenses which in July they decided to extinguish. They were all North Worcestershire cases. The total claims by
owners and occupiers of the nine houses amounted to about £26,821, representing an average of £2,980. The total
amounts claimed were.....

BEE HIVE, Henry Street, Langley, £2,645 18s.....

The Committee took in respect of each house evidence of the capitalised loss of trade profits, the capitalised loss in
reduction of rental value, and the loss on the sale of fixtures.....

BEEHIVE, Henry Street, Langley, beerhouse (ante 1869), licensee Henry Billington, owner Showell’s Brewery Co
Ltd. Trade profits £2,275, rent £560, trade fixtures £82 5s, net claim £2,645 8s less £250 being estimated value of
the premises unlicensed.

Mr. W. Hodgkiss, Newport, appeared for the claimants and he immediately informed the Chairman that he could not
give the figures for the past five years as they were not available.....

After a private consultation the Chairman announced that the Justices had decided to award compensation as follows
..... BEEHIVE £1,616.

Notice was given that the awards given in the case of ..... BEEHIVE ..... could not be accepted by the interested
parties who would appeal to the Inland Revenue.”

Evesham Standard 5/5/1923

“The Worcestershire County Licensing Committee had to consider eight awards made by the Commissioners of
Inland Revenue determining the sums to be paid as compensation to the persons interested on the non-renewal of
eight licensed premises in the County. The Committee had finally to settle the division of the compensation money
between the interested parties in each case.....

The amount awarded by the Commissioners in respect of the BEE HIVE, Henry Street, Langley, was £2,000
compared with £1,616 awarded by the Committee. For the registered owners, Showells Brewery Company, it was
stated by Mr. Jeffery (Birmingham) that it had been agreed with the licensee, William Henry Billington, who was a
£3 10s a week manager, that he should have £25, and the Company £1,975.



The Chairman remarked that this seemed rather one-sided, and asked Billington whether he was satisfied. He replied
that he was if the Company found him another house. They had offered him one in West Bromwich, but he had
refused it.

The Chairman: This man had no independent advice before he signed this agreement?

Mr. Billington: No, sir. 1 had none whatever.

For the Company, Mr. Jeffery urged that the man was a free agent, and that the sum of £25 was adequate
compensation, especially having regard to the fact that on his salary, he would only receive £14 on a month’s notice.
The Committee gave the licensee £100, and the Company £1,900. The Chairman said that the Committee took very
great objection to the sort of procedure which had taken place in this case.”

Compensation was paid on 23rd May 1923.
The license was extinguished on 30th May 1923.

Smethwick Telephone 15/9/1923

“Important Sale of Valuable and Attractive Freehold De-Licensed Properties, Building Land, Freehold Residences
(with Vacant Possession), Dwelling Houses and Shop Property situate in Oldbury, Whiteheath and Langley.

By Messrs. Jones, Son & Vernon (FAI), at the TALBOT HOTEL, Oldbury, on Tuesday, September 25th, 1923, at
7pm sharp, subject to Conditions of Sale to be then produced and read.

Edward and Henry Streets, Langley Green.

Lol 1. All that Freehold De-Licensed Premises together with the Two Cottages adjoining, forming the corner of
Edward and Henry Streets, Langley Green, aforesaid, and formerly known as the BEEHIVE.

The whole property has a frontage to Edward Street of about 21 yards 1ft and 9ins, and to Henry Street of about 11
yards and 1ft.

Vacant possession will be given to the whole of the Premises with the exception of the Cottage, No.45, Henry Street,
which is in the occupation of Mr. Ferrer, rent free, for five years from the 24th of June, 1920.

Park Lane, Oldbury.

Lot 2. The Freehold De-Licensed Premises, formerly known as the CHEMICAL INN, Park Lane, Oldbury.

The property has a frontage of about 13 yards 1ft and 4ins, and Vacant Possession will be given.....”

Smethwick Telephone 29/9/1923
“At the TALBOT HOTEL, Oldbury, on Tuesday, the following properties were disposed of.....

Freehold de-licensed premises, together with two cottages adjoining, corner Edward Street and Langley Street,
Langley Green, £380.”
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BEEHIVE

2, (32), Portway Road, (Birchfield Lane), (Whimsey Bridge), (Halesowen Street), Churchbridge, OLDBURY
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NOTES

32, Portway Road [1881]
2, Portway Road [1891]

It had a 6-day beerhouse license.

Birmingham Journal 13/12/1856 - Advert

“By Joseph S. Parkes. To be Disposed of, a first-rate Corner Retail Public House, the BEE HIVE INN, with most
replete and entire Premises, and doing a first-rate business, situated in Hales Owen Street, Oldbury, in a most
improving neighbourhood. Coming-in very low.

For further particulars, and to treat, apply to Joseph S. Parkes, Auctioneer, Land Surveyor and Appraiser, Oldbury.”

Birmingham Journal 29/9/1860 - Notice

“In the County Court, of Stafford, holden at Oldbury. 28th day of September, 1860.

Whereas a Petition of Edward Thompson, residing, in October, 1853, at the HAWTHORNE COTTAGE, at
Smethwick, in the county of Stafford, and carrying on business as a Publican until October, 1856, and afterwards
residing at the BEEHIVE INN, near the Whimsey Bridge, in Oldbury aforesaid, carrying on business as a Publican
until January, 1857, and afterwards residing at the BRICKLAYERS ARMS, Hales Owen Street, Oldbury aforesaid,
carrying on business as a Publican and Carter, until October, 1858, and afterwards and until March, 1859, residing
at the NEW INNS Public House, in the Birmingham Road, Oldbury aforesaid, in lodgings, and out of work, but
assisting my Uncle in his business as a Publican, and afterwards and now residing at Simpsons Buildings, Smethwick
aforesaid, working as a Glass Blower, an Insolvent Debtor, having been filed in the County Court of Staffordshire



at Oldbury, and an Interim Order of Protection from Process having been given to the said Edward Thompson, under
the provisions of the Statutes in that case made and provided, the said Edward Thompson is hereby required to appear
in the said Court, to be holden at Oldbury aforesaid, before the Judge of the said Court, on the 30th day of October,
1860, at Ten o’clock in the forenoon precisely, for his First Examination touching his Debts, Estate, and Effects, and
to be further dealt with according to the provisions of the said Statutes; and Notice is hereby given, that the Choice
of Assignees is to take place at the time so appointed. All Persons indebted to the said Edward Thompson, or who
have any of his Effects, are not to pay or deliver the same but to Messrs. Joseph Heapy Watson and George Steward
Watson, the Registrars of the said Court, who are the Official Assignees of the Estate and Effects of the said
Insolvent, at their Office at the Court House, in Oldbury aforesaid.

A. Wright, Attorney, Oldbury.”

1861 Census

Portway Road — BEEHIVE

[1] Sarah Lee (52), widow, beer seller, born Oldbury;

[2] Sarah Ann Lee (27), daughter, born Oldbury;

[3] Frances Matilda Lee (20), daughter, born Oldbury;

[4] Abraham Lee (18), son, labourer, born Oldbury;

[5] Elizabeth Lee (26), daughter, dressmaker, born Oldbury:

Birmingham Daily Post 16/10/1861

“Worcester Quarter Sessions.....

George Hucker, 30, engineer, was charged with having on the 18th of September last, stolen about 2cwt of lead, the
property of Sarah Lee, of the Whimsey Bridge, Oldbury. Mr. Richards prosecuted. Prisoner was engaged to repair
the pump, which was a leaden one, and he availed himself of the opportunity thus offered to carry the greater portion
of it off. He afterwards said he had sold it to a man named Blewitt, in Furnace Row, for 10s, and he treated a man
to some drink with money which he acknowledged to be a portion of the proceeds. He was found guilty and
sentenced to imprisonment for four months with hard labour.”

Sarah Lee, retailer of beer, Church Bridge. [1862]
Sarah Lee, beer retailer, Portway Road. [1864]

Aris’s Birmingham Gazette 31/10/1868

“Birmingham Public Office.....

Samuel Smith (17), lamp maker, 195, Lancaster Street, was charged with stealing a purse containing about 6s 4d,
from the person of Mrs. [sic] Frances Matilda Lee, of the BEEHIVE INN, Whimsey Bridge, Oldbury. Between four
and five o’clock on Thursday afternoon last the prosecutrix was passing along New Street, when the prisoner
knocked up against her, and as he did so she noticed that her reticule was open and that her purse had been stolen.
She as once suspected the prisoner of stealing it, and, as he ran away, she followed him, and before she overtook
him he was seen to throw a purse away. Having been previously convicted, the prisoner was sentenced to six
months’ imprisonment.”

1871 Census

Port Way Road

[1] Sarah Lee (62), widow, licensed victualler, born Oldbury;
[2] Sarah A. Lee (37), daughter, born Oldbury;

[3] Frances Lee (30), daughter, born Oldbury:

1881 Census

32, Portway Road - BEE HIVE INN

[1] Sarah Lee (72), widow, publican, born Oldbury;
[2] Sarah Ann Lee (47), daughter, born Oldbury;

[3] Frances Matilda Lee (40), daughter, born Oldbury:

Mrs. Sarah Lee, beer retailer, Church Bridge. [1884], [1888]



1891 Census

2, Portway Road — BEHIVE [sic] INN

[1] Sarah Lee (82), widow, beer seller, born Oldbury;
[2] Sarah Ann Lee (57), daughter, born Oldbury;

[3] Frances Matilda Lee (50), daughter, born Oldbury:

Smethwick Telephone 31/8/1895

“The annual Licensing Session for the Oldbury Petty Sessional Division was held on Tuesday. Superintendent Chare
in his report said there were 147 persons licensed for the sale of intoxicants. One house had been closed since the
last annual licensing meeting. During the year three license-holders had been proceeded against for offences under
the Licensing Acts. The number of persons proceeded against for drunkenness was 210, a decrease of 38 males and
10 females compared with 1894. He had received notices of three new applications.....

Mr. Waldron applied for the conversion of a six days’ license attached to the STORES INN, Birmingham Street,
Oldbury, into a seven days’ license. Mr. J. S. Sharpe opposed. Mr. J. Clark made a similar application on behalf of
Samuel Hadley, of the BEEHIVE INN, Halesowen Street, Oldbury.

These applications were refused.”

Joseph Beaman was ordered to pay costs of £2 7s 0d, on 5th September 1899, for permitting drunkenness.

Smethwick Telephone 1/12/1900

“A bankruptcy petition was presented in the West Bromwich County Court on Tuesday, on behalf of Walter Weaver,
now residing in lodgings at 127, High Park Road, Smethwick, coal dealer, and formerly residing and carrying on
business at Furnace-yard, Dudley Road, Oldbury, and also at the CROSS GUNS INN, Church Street, Oldbury, and
the BEEHIVE INN, Whimsey Bridge, Oldbury, as a beer retailer. The usual receiving order and adjudication in
bankruptcy were granted.”

1901 Census

Whimsey Bridge — BEE HIVE INN

[1] Walter Weaver (51), boatman (canal), born Worcester;

[2] Annie Weaver (43), wife, public house keeper, born Worcester;
[3] Walter Weaver (4), grand-son, born Oldbury;

[4] Hannah Massey (15), domestic servant, born Oldbury:

Walter Weaver — see also CROSS GUNS.
Job Taylor was fined 20s and £2 15s 6d costs, on 22nd September 1903, for keeping open during prohibited hours.

Birmingham Mail 31/5/1904

“Today, at Oldbury Police Court, William Henry Such, of the BEEHIVE INN, Whimsey Bridge, Hales Owen Street,
Oldbury, was summoned for selling beer upon the premises named, without a license, on the 25th inst.
Police-sergeant Price stated that although the defendant was in possession of the BEEHIVE INN on May 25th, a
man named Job Taylor was the licensee. Taylor left the business on the 9th of May, and then defendant came into
possession, but he had neglected to obtain a temporary transfer.

Defendant pleaded that there was a misunderstanding. He explained that 7aylor, the former licensee, had slept on
the premises, and he had only managed the business for Taylor.

Mr. Shakespeare said a proper notice had not even yet been given for the transfer of the license from Taylor to Such,
inasmuch as the notice which had been handed in was not signed.

Defendant said his agent had had charge of the matter.

Job Taylor, the licensee of the house, said he kept it up till May 13th.

In cross-examination by Superintendent Sheriff, 7aylor admitted that the defendant went into the house on the 9th
of May. Witness removed his wife and furniture from the house on May 13th, but he had slept upon the premises
each night since.

Mr. Shakespeare: That was to evade the law.

Superintendent Sheriff contended that the BEEHIVE INN was turned over to Such about six weeks ago. The police
had taken the proceedings in this case because of the irregularities, and for the purpose of showing public house



agents that they could not do transfer business without consulting the magistrates. Agents were in the habit of
disposing of businesses and placing persons in public houses before applications were made to the Bench for the
transfer of licenses.

Defendant was fined £1 0s 6d, including costs.

On the advice of the Clerk, the Justices allowed the irregularity on the notice to be rectified, and a temporary transfer
of the license was granted from Job Taylor to William Henry Such.”

William Henry Such married Sophia Baker, daughter of David Baker of the BRICKMAKERS ARMS, Churchbridge, in
the 3rd quarter of 1903.

William Henry Such - see also ENGINEERS ARMS and NEW INN, Halesowen Street.

The license renewal was referred to the Compensation Authority on 21st February 1905.
It was refused by the Compensation Authority on 24th June 1905.

Birmingham Mail 24/6/1905

“The adjourned meeting of the Worcester County Licensing Committee was held today at the Shirehall, Mr. Willis
Bund presiding, for the consideration of licenses of houses in Oldbury which had been reported by the local justices
as not being necessary for the requirements of the district.....

In the cases of the SPADEMAKERS ARMS and the BEEHIVE the counsel concerned were Messrs. Morton and
Brown for the justices and Matthews and Lawrence for the parties concerned. The evidence related to the value of
the property, the sales, requirements of the district, etc.....

After deliberating half an hour, the justices decided that all the houses brought before them were unnecessary, but
not being certain how far compensation money would suffice to meet the claims to be paid, drew up an order of
precedence in which houses are to be dealt with, houses not paid for keeping open provisionally till they are dealt
with.”

Smethwick Telephone 1/7/1905

“The adjourned principal meeting of the Licensing Committee for the County of Worcester was held at the Shire
Hall, Worcester, on Saturday, Mr. J. Willis Bund presiding. The sixteen houses reported by the Oldbury Justices were
considered, and the committee ultimately decided that all the licenses were unnecessary. As they were not aware
how far the compensation money would go, the committee arranged the houses in order, and as many of the licenses
as possible will be done away with. The order is as follows.....

5. BEEHIVE, Birchfield Lane.”

Birmingham Mail 22/12/1905

“An important memorandum has been issued by the inland revenue commissioners affecting the basis of
compensation for licensed houses which have been compulsorily closed. It will be remembered that fifteen such
houses were refused the renewal of licenses at Oldbury, and the question of compensation was argued by counsel
before the Worcestershire Licensing Committee a few weeks ago. That committee intimated that the rent was the
basis upon which the compensation should be assessed, but counsel urged that this was preposterous. The claimants
preferred to leave the matter to the decision of the inland revenue commissioners. The latter have sent a letter to the
committee, upholding its view that the rent should be the basis, allowing nothing for the trade done on the premises
or to the brewers for tied houses. The Commissioners say that the computation of the sum to be paid in any case
requires the determination of three factors, namely, the value of the licensed premises, the depreciation in value of
the trade fixtures, and the value of the premises without the license. They have, as a rule, capitalised the annual
value of the licensed premises upon the four per cent basis, or at twenty-five years’ purchase, and only exceeded this
in cases where there was a distinct prospect of improved annual value, and only fallen below it where there was
evidence to suggest that the present value could not be maintained in future. They have employed surveyors of taxes
to take estimates of the probable annual value of premises when deprived of their licenses, and of the probable
number of years’ purchase of such annual value that premises would fetch, an allowance being made for the cost of
the alterations necessary to fit the premises for earning the annual value as estimated. Accordingly, although exact
figures have not yet been received, the amounts payable for the Oldbury houses above referred to may be given
approximately as follows.....

BEEHIVE, Birchfield Lane, £150.”



Birmingham Daily Gazette 6/3/1906

“A meeting of the Worcester Licensing Committee was held at the Shire Hall, Worcester, yesterday, to consider the
awards made by the Commissioner of Inland Revenue, determining the amounts to be paid as compensation to
owners, holders, or others interested in the non-renewal of licenses in the Oldbury division.....

The licenses refused and the amount of compensation awarded in each case was as follows.....

BEEHIVE, Birchfield Lane, £365.

The committee made awards as follows.....

BEEHIVE, Birchfield Lane, £315 to the registered owners, Messrs. Mitchells and Butlers, £50 to the lessee, Charles
F. Woodbridge.

Payment of the compensation money was fixed to take place on March 28.”

[The registered licensee, Mr. W. H. Such, made no claim.]

The license was extinguished on 4th April 1906.



BEEHIVE

Stone Lane, Tat Bank, OLDBURY

OWNERS

LICENSEES

NOTES

Birmingham Daily Gazette 29/4/1868 - Notice

“The Bankruptcy Act, 1861.

Thomas Brookes, now and for the last nineteen months residing at the BEE HIVE INN, Stone Lane, Tat Bank,
Oldbury, in the county of Worcester, Machinist and Retail Brewer, and previously thereto of Popes Lane, Tat Bank,
Oldbury aforesaid, and there carrying on the business of a Machinist, and a Grocer and Provision Merchant, having
been adjudged Bankrupt on the 27th day of April, 1868, is hereby required to Surrender himself to George Steward
Watson, Esq, a Registrar of the County Court of Staffordshire, holden at Oldbury, at the First Meeting of Creditors
to be held on thel5th day of May, 1868, at Eleven o’clock in the Forenoon precisely, at the said Court. William
Shakespeare, of Oldbury, is the Solicitor acting in the Bankruptcy. At the meeting the Registrar will receive the
Proofs of the Debts of the Creditors, and the Creditors may choose an Assignee or Assignees of the Bankrupt’s Estate
and Effects. All persons having in their possession any of the Effects of the said Bankrupt, must deliver them to the
Registrar, and all Debts due to the Bankrupt must be paid to the Registrar.

Walter H. Steward, High Bailift.”

Birmingham Daily Gazette 10/8/1868 - Notice

“The Bankruptcy Act, 1861. In the County Court of Staffordshire, holden at Oldbury.

In the Matter of Thomas Brookes, now and for the last nineteen months residing at the BEE HIVE INN, Stone Lane,
Tat Bank, Oldbury, in the county of Worcester, Machinist and Retail Brewer, and previously thereto of Popes Lane,
Tat Bank, Oldbury aforesaid, and then carrying on the business of a Machinist and a Grocer and Provision Merchant,
adjudged Bankrupt on the 27th day of April, 1868. An order of Discharge will be delivered to the Bankrupt after
the expiration of thirty days from this date, unless an appeal be duly entered against the judgement of the Court, and
notice thereof be given to the Court.

Dated this 6th day of August, 1868.

Walter H. Steward, High Bailift.”
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BELL

127, Rood End Road / Bell Fold, Rood End, (Langley), OLDBURY

OWNERS

Mark Barker, Moat Lane (later at Vicarage Road), Langley
Walter John Wall

John Jordan and Co. ltd. (leased)

William Butler and Co. ltd. [1889]

Mitchells and Butlers Ltd. (acquired ¢.1920) [1951]

LICENSEES

John Smith [1861] - 1870); 1996
John Johnson (1870 -]

William Albert Rogers [1871] - 1872);
William Proverbs (1872 - [1873]

Squire Sharpe [1873] - [1873]

William Smith and Arthur Bradley [] - 1874);
Arthur Bradley (1874 - [1875]

James Birch Barker [1880]

William J Nichols [1881] manager

John Bellis [1883]

W E Sankey [1883]

Montague Taylor [1884]

Charles Morton (1884 - [ ]

John Morton [1884] - 1888); :

Clara Waite (1888 - 1889); 2004
Charles Mills (1889 =[]

Geoffrey Shakespeare [1891] - 1891)
James Shakespeare [1891]

Walter John Wall [1891] - 1892);

Edward Buck (1892 - 1893);

J. Jordan and Co. ltd. (1893 - 1910);

Mrs. Ellen Harris  [1896]

Henry Boulton [] = 1901)

Harry John Boulton [1901] manager

Ernest Walter Cameron (1910 - 1915);
Moses Mann (1915 - 1930);

William Adams (1930 - 1932);

Thomas John Joseph Price (1932 - 1937);
Benjamin Harvey (1937 - 1951);

William John Edwin Palmer (1951 - 1960);
Eric Every (1960 - 1962);

Michael David Ford (1962 - [ ]

Bolter [1968]

Wright [1972] - [1973]

Rejham Singh [1986]




NOTES
It had Victorian coaching stables at the rear.
[1842]

Birmingham Journal 26/5/1860 - Advert
“To be Let, the NEW BELL INN, Rood End, near Oldbury.
For particulars, apply to Mr. Barker, Bristnall Hall.”

1861 Census

Rood End — OLD BELL INN

[1] John Smith (31), victualler, born Warley Wigorn;

[2] Esther Smith (27), wife, born Smethwick;

[3] Patience Smith (5), daughter, scholar, born Warley Wigorn;
[4] Jane Smith (1), daughter, born Warley Wigorn;

[5] Hannah Smith (13), sister, born Smethwick:

John Smith issued tokens bearing ‘BELL HOTEL'

Birmingham Daily Gazette 12/6/1862

“The Chemical Nuisance.

A meeting was held at the BELL INN, Rood End, on Monday evening last, of the landowners and occupiers of
ground in the neighbourhood of Messrs. Chance’s works. There were present Messrs. J. Parks (chairman), J.
Underhill, S. Underhill, W. Underhill, D. Downing, T. Darby, C. Thompson, J. Collins, &c, &c.

The Chairman read the notice calling the meeting, and also letters from Mr. F. Badger, Dudley; and Rev. J. Evans,
of Hereford, promising their assistance and support. He said the meeting, which was only a preliminary one, was
convened by the landowners and tenants in the vicinity of Messrs. Chance’s chemical woks, Oldbury, whose
property and crops are yearly injured by the escaping of noxious gases from the said works; and to petition Parliament
in support of Lord Derby’s intended measure for a compulsory law in respect of such nuisances.

The meeting was addressed by Mr. Collins, and other gentlemen, who all spoke to the great loss they had from years
to year sustained from the nuisance complained of.

A subscription was entered into for the purpose of engaging the services to two practical chemists to examine and
report upon the escape of the obnoxious vapour.

A committee was formed to carry out such measures as might be deemed necessary; and it was proposed by G. W.
Pope, and seconded by Mr. Underhill, that the reports of the committee should be published in the Birmingham Daily
Gazette. The meeting then adjourned.”

Birmingham Daily Gazette 26/3/1864 - Advert
“A Small Farm, about eighteen acres — Arable and Grazing Land — near Harborne, to be Let.
Apply to Mr. James Downing, Court Oak Lane, near Harborne, or to John Smith, BELL INN, Rood End.”

Birmingham Daily Post 5/2/1866 - Advert

“The Alexandra Building Estate, Rood End, Warley Wigorn.

A Highly valuable Freehold Estate, admirably situated for Building Purposes, near to the intended Railway Station
on the Stourbridge Extension Railway, and close to the Oldbury Cemetery, has been set out in Lots for Sale.
Persons willing to become possessed of Freehold Property, may obtain Lots by Fortnightly Payments.

Application for plans and particulars to be made to Mr. Mark Barker, of Bristnall Hall, near Oldbury; to Mr. George
Street, of London House, Smethwick; or Mr. John Smith, BELL INN, Rood End.”

Birmingham Daily Post 5/11/1968

“One Hundred Years Ago.

Wanted, about Six Musicians for the Pleasure Gardens, BELL INN, Rood End, Oldbury, for Monday Evenings
during the Summer Season. Brass Band Preferred.

The Birmingham Daily Post, November, 1868.”



Birmingham Daily Post 23/11/1868 - Advert

“Stolen or Strayed, on Thursday night, or early on Friday morning, from a Field at the back of the BELL INN, Rood
End, near Oldbury. Two Ponies. One black, 12 hands high; the other one brown, 13 hands high.

Any Person giving such information as shall lead to the recovery of the same, or bring them to the BELL INN, shall
be Rewarded for their trouble. Any Person keeping them after this notice will be prosecuted.”

Birmingham Daily Post 14/5/1869 - Advert

“BELL INN, Rood End, Oldbury.

The splendid Grounds belonging to this House are now Open For The Season, with excellent Bowling Green,
Dancing Platform, Pleasure Gardens, and Summer Houses. Parties wishing to avail themselves of a Day’s Pleasure,
will do well to visit these Grounds, which occupy one of the most healthy and pleasant sites in the neighbourhood.
First-class Refreshments combined with moderate charges.

NB. Good Stabling, and every other accommodation.

John Smith, Proprietor.”

Birmingham Daily Gazette 15/7/1869

“At the Oldbury Magistrates’ Office on Tuesday, William Bennett, professional singer, of Oldbury, and John Rowley,
carter, of West Bromwich, were charged with stealing a horse, the property of David Thomson, coal dealer, of the
same place. Mr. Dicken appeared for the prisoner Bennett.

The evidence showed that the prisoner Rowley was sent by the prosecutor on the previous Tuesday with a load of
coal to deliver at Oldbury, at the house of Mr. Gould, Bristnall Fields. Instead of taking the coals there he sold them
to a Mrs. Smith, BELL INN, Rood End, for 7s 6d. He stayed there with the prisoner Bennett and spent some of the
money. He afterwards went down to Oldbury and went to the WAGON AND HORSES, in company with the other
prisoner, and there he sold the animal to a Mr. Peasland, horse dealer, of Oldbury, for 46s. The bargain was effected
through the recommendation of Bennett, who said ‘it was all right,” and the prisoner Rowley’s own horse.

The magistrates discharged the prisoner Bennett with a caution, and committed Rowley to take his trial at the Assizes
for stealing the horse, and also on the second charge of stealing the coal.”

[At Worcestershire Summer Sessions John Rowley pleaded guilty to stealing a horse and a load of coals and was
sentenced to six months’ imprisonment.]

Birmingham Daily Post 20/7/1869 - Letter

“BELL INN, Rood End.

To the Editor of the Daily Post.

Sir, In connection with the above Inn are spacious, beautiful, and ornamental Pleasure Grounds, which I was induced
by a party of professional travellers to let for the purpose of holding a gala, on Monday the 12th instant, who
promised to strictly to carry out the conditions of a large programme, which they duly announced, comprising
singing, dancing, and other attractive amusements, balloon ascents and various other fetes, to be performed, the
whole to conclude with a grand display of fireworks. The very beautiful grounds and very flattering programme did
not fail to attract from 1,200 to 1,500 persons, some of whom I have heard have since expressed great disapprobation
and disappointment, as the programme was shorn of its principal and attractive features, for which cause some have
attempted to blame me.

But for the information of those who very kindly patronised me on that occasion, I beg to say, after I had very
incautiously let the grounds to what turned out to be a very unprincipled party, the carrying out of the programme
was, | am very sorry to say, a part over which I had no control. But I may here say that I used all my endeavours
and influence by remonstrating with the party in question to do all they had pledged themselves to do. I beg to say
I did not receive a penny of the admission money, and was at half of the expense of the printing. I feel sure those
to whom I am known will exonerate me from all blame, and from participating in practicing any deception upon
such a large circle of my Customers, Friends, and a generous Public.

I remain, yours most respectfully, John Smith, Proprietor.”



Birmingham Daily Post 20/5/1870 - Advert

“The Lord Nelson, Loveday Street, St. Mary’s, Birmingham, by Roderick and Son.

To be Sold (by direction of Mr. Johnson, who has conducted the business with great success for five years, and has
now taken the BELL INN, at Rood End, near Oldbury), the Licenses, Goodwill, and Possession of the above very
Old-established Tavern, held at a low rent, and now doing an extensive business, chiefly out-door, and over the
Counter. Coming-in about £350.

Apply to the Auctioneers, 2, Temple Row West.”

Birmingham Daily Gazette 2/6/1870 - Advert

“BELL INN, Rood End, West Smethwick. Preliminary Notice.

R. L. Courtney has received instructions from Mr. John Smith, the Proprietor (whose Lease expires on the 24th inst),
to Sell by Auction — 35 capital Ale Casks, Mash Tub, Coolers, Five-pull Stopcock Ale Machine, Hot-water Apparatus,
two Malt-Crushers, Liquor Bottles, Jugs, Cups, and Glasses; also a Sow In-pig, Store Pigs, six Couple of Fowls, and
other Effects.

At the same Place of Sale will be Sold, belonging to various owners — Three nearly new Whitechapel Traps, excellent
Gig, Spring Carts, Heavy Cart, Ginger Beer Cart, Phaetons, Basket Gigs; Harness, and Two useful Horses.

Further particulars in catalogues, from the Auctioneer, High Street, West Bromwich.”

Birmingham Daily Gazette 20/6/1870 - Advert

“BELL INN, Rood End, West Smethwick. Sale by Auction, Tomorrow (Tuesday), June 21.

By R. L. Courtney, at Eleven o’clock am (by order of the Proprietor, Mr. John Smith, who is leaving the premises in
consequence of his lease having expired), comprising twenty capital Iron-bound Ale Casks, Mash Tub, Five-pull
Stop-cock Ale Machine, two Malt Crushers, two Pockets of Prime Hops, Bean Crusher, 40 dozen Jugs, Cups, and
Glasses, Sow in Pig, and ten Store Pigs, six couple of Fowls, three pairs Fancy Pigeons, fine-toned Cottage Piano-
forte, Household Furniture.

Also, at the same place, at Three o’clock in the afternoon, belonging to various owners — an Invalid’s Chair, two
Coal Carts, one Ginger Beer Cart, one Provision or Maltster’s Cart, two Spring Market Carts, three Whitechapel
Traps, two excellent well-built Dog Carts, capital Albert Gig, two turn-over-seat Phaetons, Pony Basket Gig; two
sets useful Trap Harness, Saddle, Bridle, and other Harness, &c.”.

The Sportsman 27/8/1870

“Anthony Hale, of Rood End, will take three yards start to the pound and match his bitch Rose to run Scrivens’s Top,
of Dudley Port, 200 yards; or he will match Rose, the same distance level, at 271b weight, against Hadley’s Loo, of
Smethwick. Either match, for £10 a side, can be made at Mr. J. Johnson’s, BELL INN, Rood End, Oldbury.”

1871 Census

Rood End — BELL HOTEL

[1] William A. Rogers (31), licensed victualler, born Over Norton, Oxfordshire;
[2] Sarah Rogers (33), wife, born Newton Rogus, Warwickshire;
[3] Ellen Rogers (13), daughter, born Birmingham;

[4] Edward Rogers (11), son, born Birmingham;

[5] Rose Rogers (9), daughter, born Birmingham;

[6] William A. Rogers (6), son, born Erdington;

[7] Walter Rogers (2), son, born West Bromwich;

[8] Mary Rogers (4), daughter, born Middlesex;

[?] Charles Rogers (7), son, born Birmingham;

[10] Florence Rogers (2), daughter, born Rood End;

[11] Jemima Jago (16), general servant, birthplace not given:



London Gazette 16/2/1872 - Notice

“The Bankruptcy Act, 1869. In the County Court of Warwickshire, holden at Birmingham.

In the Matter of Proceedings for Liquidation by Arrangement or Composition with Creditors, instituted by William
Albert Rogers, of Albion-villa, Short Heath-road, Erdington, in the county of Warwick, out of business, late of the
BELL HOTEL, Rood End, near Oldbury, in the county of Stafford, Licensed Victualler and Timber Dealer.

Notice is hereby given, that a First General Meeting of the creditors of the above-named person has been summoned
to be held at the offices of Mr. Alfred Baldwin East, Solicitor, No.9, Colmore-row, Birmingham, on the 23rd day of
February, 1872, at ten o’clock in the forenoon precisely.

Dated this 25th day of January, 1872.

Alfred Baldwin East, 9, Colmore-row, Birmingham, Attorney for the said Debtor.”

Bells Life in London and Sporting Chronicle 23/8/1873

“Alexandra Recreation Grounds, BELL HOTEL, Rood End, near Oldbury.

This day (Saturday) the above grounds will be opened with a 200 Yards Dog Handicap, for which the proprietor (Mr.
Sharp) gives £25 in money prizes. The entries have closed with 104 dogs from North and South Staffordshire, &c.
Weighing commences at 1 o’clock, and closes at 3.30, and the first heat run at 4 o’clock. Final heats on Monday.
The proprietor will give £25 to be contended for in an All England Handicap Foot Race of 135 yards distance, to
take place on Saturday, Aug. 30, and Monday, Sep. 1; first prize £18; second, £5, third £2; entrance 2s each (no
acceptances), to close on Thursday, Aug. 28. False entries disqualified. The above grounds are close to Rood End
Station, and within a few minutes’ walk of Spon Lane, Smethwick, Smethwick Junction, Oldbury, and Westbromwich
Stations on the Great Western and North Western lines. The grounds are 240 yards straight on each side, and 540
yards, or three times and 140 yards round for the mile. The grounds will be found second to none in England, and
the place affords every comfort. Refreshments &c. The proprietor also intends giving money prizes to be run for
in September, in an All England Dog Handicap, 200 yards, for dogs of all weights. Full particulars in our next.

On Monday, at 3 o’clock, Brindley’s Moscow of Portobello run 200 yards, on handicap law, for £10 a side.
Whitehouse’s Fly and Mallison’s Lady run 200 yards, at catch weight, for £10 a side, on Sept 1. James’s bitch Top
and Sevetter’s Quick run 200 yards on handicap terms, for £10 a side, on Sept. 15.”

Birmingham Daily Post 25/9/1873 - Advert

“BELL INN, Rood End. Pleasure Gardens. Proprietor, Mr. Sharpe.

1,000 Miles in 1,000 Hours.

Go and see the English Lady, the Champion Female Walker of the World, who astonishes all creation with her
splendid walking. She started on Tuesday, September 9. Walking hours, a quarter to 8, 10, 12, 2, 4, 6.

Gates open day and night for six weeks. Admission 3d each.

On Monday and Saturday, a splendid Brass Band will be in attendance for Dancing on the monstre Platform and
Green, commencing 7 o’clock. Admission 3d each.

Refreshments of the best quality.”

Birmingham Daily Post 4/2/1874

“An inquest was opened yesterday, by Mr. R. Docker, at the BELL INN, Rood End, near Oldbury, on the body of
George Hodgetts (21), labourer, of that locality, whose death, on Saturday last, was alleged to have resulted from
injuries received in a fight on the morning after Christmas Day.

On the morning of the 26th December the deceased was returning home with a number of companions, with whom
he had been drinking on the previous evening. Among them was a fellow-labourer named Elijah Chance. Hodgetts
and Chance were intoxicated and quarrelsome, and when near the house of a witness named Martin Smith, Chance
challenged Hodgetts to fight. A ring was formed, and the two men fought for about half an hour, each round ending
with one or the other being knocked down. Smith, who was in bed when the fight commenced, got up and watched
it through the window. At length, witness said, Chance struck Hodgetts on the eye, and he fell with great force to
the ground, where he lay with his arms extended, in a state of insensibility. He remained for ten minutes without
signs of life, and Smith thought that he was dead. The bystanders eventually gave him some water, and he revived
soon afterwards, and walked home with assistance. On the following Monday, Hodgetts was attended by Mr.
Sainsbury, surgeon, who stated that he found him in an unconscious state. There was a superficial bruise over the
left eye, as if from a recent blow. He was suffering from concussion of the brain. He gradually recovered
consciousness, but never became quite coherent in his conversation. About a fortnight after the occurrence deceased
had a succession of epileptic fits; paralysis supervened, and he gradually fell into a low typhoid state, in which he



remained till he died. Mr. Sainsbury considered that death was undoubtedly due to typhoid fever, which might have
been incited by the injury. The injury would have rendered him liable to imbibe the infection. Mr. Sainsbury added
that typhoid fever was prevalent in the locality where the deceased had lived, and there was a great absence of
sanitary regulations. The sewage refuse was actually running down the gutters.

The Coroner remarked that it would be necessary to adjourn the enquiry for a post mortem examination to be made,
to ascertain the exact cause of death. If it were proved that death had been caused by the blow, the Jury would have
to record a verdict of manslaughter against Chance.

The inquest was then adjourned.

Chance was apprehended a few days after the fight, and remains in custody.”

[At the adjourned inquest the jury returned a verdict of Manslaughter against Elijah Chance but recommended him
for mercy on the ground that no foul play had been resorted to. Bail was allowed. At the Worcestershire Lent
Assizes Elijah Chance was found not guilty.]

Bells Life in London and Sporting Chronicle 7/2/1874

“Mr. R. Slim, a well-known Birmingham sportsman, has matched his black pony to trot the well-known Snowtail
two miles, for £100 a-side, the latter to concede 100 yards, on the New Grounds, BELL INN, Rood End, near
Oldbury, on Monday Feb 23, to be on the ground prepared to start at three pm.

Conditions: Either horse breaking to be pulled up into a trot. Mr. Harris, of the Midland Sporting News, to be
stakeholder, and appoint a referee if the parties cannot agree to one. £25 is now down with Mr. Harris; the next
deposit of £25 on Thursday, Feb 11, and the final deposit of £50 a side on Thursday, Feb 18.”

London Gazette 2/10/1874 - Notice

“Notice is hereby given, that the Partnership heretofore subsisting betwixt us the undersigned, William Smith and
Arthur Bradley, carrying on business at the BELL INN, Rood-end, Oldbury, in the county of Worcester, as Licensed
Victuallers, under the style or firm of Smith and Bradley, has this day been dissolved by mutual consent. All debts
due to and owing from the said partnership firm will be received and paid by the said Arthur Bradley, by whom the
said business will in future be carried on.

Dated this 22nd day of September, 1874.

William Smith. Arthur Bradley.”

Daily Telegraph 21/12/1874 - Advert

“Alexandra Park Recreation Grounds, with the BELL INN, Rood End, Oldbury, near Birmingham.

To be Let, the above Premises, where thousands of persons meet weekly to enjoy the popular sports of the day. The
house and premises have every business and domestic arrangement, and the grounds are not only extensive but
judiciously and tastefully laid out, and are second to none in England. An adjoining field of land may be added for
the purpose of rabbit coursing. The sole reason the premises are to be let is a dissolution of partnership.

Apply on the premises; or to Messrs. Hawkins and Son, Hotel Valuers, Brierley Hill.”

County Express 6/3/1875

“Worcester Lent Sessions.....

John Webb, alias Carter, aged 25, gun-screwer, was charged with stealing a silver watch from the person of Joseph
Henry Stamps, on the 15th ult, and Samuel Falconbridge was charged with having feloniously received the same
knowing it to be stolen. Mr. Godson prosecuted; Mr. R. H. Amphlett appeared for Webb, and Mr. Motteram defended
Falconbridge.

Prosecutor stated that he was at the BELL INN, Rood End, on the afternoon of the date mentioned. There were some
races going on, and great number of persons were present. Prosecutor felt a tug at his watch, and immediately
noticed the chain hanging loosely down, the watch being gone. He then saw the prisoner trying to get away. He
caught hold of prisoner and charged him with stealing his watch, and prisoner, after a struggle, escaped from him.
At eight o’clock the same evening he saw Falconbridge opposite his (prosecutor’s) own house at Smethwick. He
said, ‘Joe, you have lost your watch; I think I can get it back.” Prosecutor went with him to the TALBOT, where
prisoner lived. Prosecutor there saw his watch lying on the table in the smoke-room and he took possession of it.
John Wilkes, squeezer, employed at the Vulcan Ironworks, Smethwick, stated that he saw the prisoner Webb snatch
the watch from Stamps and pass it to someone else.

His Lordship found there was no evidence against Falconbridge, and he was acquitted. Webb was found guilty, and
having been previously convicted, was sentenced to seven years’ penal servitude.”



London Gazette 14/9/1875 - Notice

“The Bankruptcy Act, 1869. In the County Court of Staffordshire, holden at Oldbury.

In the Matter of Proceedings for Liquidation by Arrangement or Composition with Creditors, instituted by Arthur
Bradley, of the BELL HOTEL and Alexandra Park Recreation Grounds, Rood End, Oldbury, in the county of
Worcester, Licensed Victualler.

Notice is hereby given, that a First General Meeting of the creditors of the above-named person has been summoned
to be held at the offices of Mr. William Shakespeare, No.55, Church-street, Oldbury, in the county of Worcester, on
the 25th day of September, 1875, at eleven o’clock in the forenoon precisely.

Dated this 9th day of September, 1875.

William Shakespeare, 55, Church-street, Oldbury, Worcestershire, Attorney for the said Arthur Bradley.”

Sporting Life 11/5/1878

“S. Church, in reply to A. Jones, of West Bromwich, cannot think of giving him the start he asked for, but will
concede him three-quarters of a mile in twenty miles, or sixty yards in one mile; to run at the BELL, Rood End, for
£10 a-side. Articles and a deposit to the BELL HOTEL, Rood End, will lead to business.”

Sporting Life 21/8/1878

“A Gentleman will match A. Jones, of West Bromwich, to ride a bicycle ten miles against S. Church, of the same
place, for £10 a-side, at the BELL, Rood End, in three weeks from signing articles; or any other man in the district
can be accommodated.”

Sporting Life 16/11/1878

“John Prince in reply to Mr. Church’s challenge of Wednesday last, is surprised at his wanting to run on handicap
terms; but if Church’s ankle has got well he can have a match from one mile to five miles, level. No other terms
will suit. A reply through the Sporting Life, to appoint a time for Prince to meet Church at the BELL HOTEL, Rood
End, and stake and sign articles, for not less that £10 a-side, will be attended to.”

Sporting Life 1/3/1879

“J. Lawton, of Tat Bank, will walk R. Webster, of Wolverhampton, two miles, and will take 200 yards start, for not
less than £10 a-side. To walk in one month from signing articles. To walk at the Alexandra Park, Rood End,
Oldbury. Or Lawton will take £2 expenses and walk at Wednesbury or Aston Cross. If Webster will draw up articles
and send them to Lawton, at the BELL INN, Rood End, Oldbury, he will sign them, and will at once send £2 10s as
first deposit. The Sporting Life to be stakeholder.”

Sporting Life 5/6/1880
“E. Shelton, of Wolverhampton, has accepted the challenge of J. Prince, of Langley Green, viz, to run one mile on
the Wolverhampton handicap terms, and forwarded articles to Prince. To run at the BELL Grounds, Rood End.”

Dudley Herald 26/6/1880

“On Monday night, a somewhat serious riot occurred at Rood End, near Oldbury. A great number of men assembled
at the BELL Grounds in the afternoon to witness a bicycle match and other sports. Later in the day a crowd of roughs
armed with stones and lead slings made their appearance, and commenced a violent attack with these weapons upon
those present without distinction. Many men were rendered insensible by the blows they received, but three or four
were most seriously injured — one, it is feared, fatally ..... The mob were eventually driven off by the whole of the
Oldbury police force, under the direction of Police-sergeant Simmonds, who came to supplement the Rood End
force.

It is stated that the mob came from Birmingham, and that the object of the attack was to get at a man with whom
some of them had had a dispute.....”

Dudley and District News 28/8/1880

“On Monday, the Annual Licensing Sessions for the Oldbury division was held.....

There was a communication from the Oldbury Local Board of Health calling the attention of the magistrates to the
rioting and the disorderly proceedings which took place at the running grounds in connection with the BELL INN,
at Rood End, on Monday, 21st June. The licenses of ..... the proprietor of the BELL HOTEL and Grounds would
be withheld until the adjourned licensing sessions. In the meantime the police would make enquiries.”



Dudley and District News 2/10/1880

“The adjourned Licensing Sessions for Oldbury and district were held on Monday, before Alderman Avery, and
Messrs. G. Heaton, H. Chance, and Wilson (magistrates).....

Mr. J. B. Barker, proprietor of the BELL HOTEL and Running Grounds, Rood End, applied for a renewal of his
license. Addressing the applicant, Mr. Avery said: In this case some three months ago very disorderly and violent
proceedings took place, not actually in your house, but outside, by a number of persons assembled there. According
to the information the disturbance amounted almost to a local riot, and it was so serious that a representation was
made by the Local Board of Health, who requested the justices to direct the police to exercise greater supervision on
this house. Now, we are glad to be informed by the Superintendent of Police that there has been a remarkable
improvement in the manner in which the house has been conducted; therefore, a renewal of the license will be
granted. But we wish to observe that it becomes a very serious affair, and if there had been no substantial alteration
in the conduct of the house, the magistrates might have taken a more serious view of the matter, and adopted a
different course. On this occasion the license will be renewed, but we hope you will be exceedingly careful in future
to conduct this house properly.

Mr. Forrest, on behalf of the applicant, said his client regretted that disturbances had occurred and desired to keep
the house respectable. So far as he was concerned he would take care to conduct his house properly in future.”

County Advertiser 30/10/1880 - Advert
“Wanted, a steady, active Man, as Farm Wagoner, age 30. Must be a good ploughman.

Apply, BELL INN, Rood End, Oldbury.” ANTED, a steady, active Man, ax
FARM WAGONER, age 30, Must be a good
ploughman.—Apply, Bell Inu, Kood End, Oldbury.
1881 Census Ru2e

Rood End — BELL INN

[1] William J. Nichols (35), manager of BELL HOTEL, born Tipton;
[2] Rebecca Nichols (34), wife, born Rowley;

[3] Mary A. Nichols (10), daughter, scholar, born Rowley;

[4] Hannah Nichols (7), daughter, scholar, born Rowley:

Birmingham Daily Post 17/9/1881 - Advert

“Highly-eligible Freehold Building Land, Rood End, near Oldbury.

To be Sold by Auction, by Thos. S. Fallows, at the BELL INN, Rood End, on Monday Next, Sept. 19, at 6 o’clock
precisely — a truly valuable Freehold Building Estate, at Rood End, known as the Bell Estate, having an extensive
frontage to the main road leading from Langley Green to Smethwick.....”

Northwich Guardian 22/3/1882 - Advert

“Hotel and Extensive Grounds.

The celebrated BELL HOTEL, Rood End, Oldbury, with Bicycle and Running Grounds, to be Let, either together
or separately. A certain large income for an active business man. Also several first-class old-licensed Houses in the
district.

Apply to W. Butler and Co, brewers, Wolverhampton.”

Birmingham Mail 26/6/1882
“A gas explosion occurred at the BELL HOTEL, Rood End, near Oldbury, this morning, Mr. Johnson and a man
servant being injured.”

Brecon County Times 1/7/1882

“An alarming explosion of gas has occurred at the BELL HOTEL, Rood End, Oldbury, owing to a labourer in the
employ of the landlord attempting to discover an escape of gas in the smoke room with the aid of a lighted match.
The door was blown off its hinges, windows smashed, and the man was knocked down and was so seriously injured
as to necessitate his removal to hospital. The landlord was also injured.”

Birmingham Mail 3/7/1882
“Early yesterday morning the body of a full-grown male child, wrapped in a black dress, and in a putrid state, was
found in a urinal at the BELL INN, Rood End, Oldbury.”



Birmingham Daily Post 16/10/1882 - Advert
“Servant Girl (strong) Wanted, not under 20, with good character, used to Public House.
Apply, BELL INN, Rood End, near Oldbury.”

Advert (March 1883)
“The celebrated grounds of the above hotel are now open. The large bowling green is in first rate order, and the
beautiful gardens are open to the public free of charge.......”

Birmingham Mail 2/5/1883

“Mr. R. Docker, Coroner, held an inquest this afternoon at the BELL INN, Rood End, respecting the death of Charles
Isaac Lunn (14), of Bustnall Terrace, Rood End, who died on Sunday last from the effects of injuries received on the
previous Friday, caused by a stone striking him on the head, thrown by a boy named Octavius Cotterell (13), residing
in the same locality.

William Smallwood, glass flattener, Cemetery Road, repeated the evidence given by him at the Police Court, which
was reported in the Mail on Monday. It was to the effect that on Friday last, about four o’clock in the afternoon, he
saw the deceased and Octavius Cotterell throwing stones at each other. After several stones had been thrown, which
all missed their aim, Octavius Cotterell threw a stone which struck deceased on the left side of the head between the
temple and ear. The deceased after he had received the blow staggered for a few seconds, but afterwards picked up
other stones to throw at Cotterell, and ran after him, but finding that his opponent had gone into the house, he threw
the stones at the entry door.

Mary Ann Lunn, mother of the deceased, said when the deceased became unconscious she sent a note to Dr. Pitt’s
surgery, stating that her son was unconscious, and asking that either Dr. Pitt or his assistant would attend at once. It
was about a quarter to five o’clock when she first sent to the surgery, and it was about a quarter past nine o’clock
when Mr. Burgess came. In reply to a juror witness said she believed there had been a dispute between the two boys
respecting a dog which deceased kept.

William Pitt, surgeon, said when he saw the deceased he appeared to be suffering from great compression of the
brain.

The Coroner commented upon the dangerous practice of stone throwing, which he regretted was too common
amongst boys, but at the same time he pointed out that if the jury considered that the stone thrown at the deceased
was the cause of death, then it would be their duty to find a verdict of manslaughter against the boy who threw the
stone.

The jury, after a brief consultation, returned a verdict of Manslaughter against Octavius Cotterell, who was then
committed on the coroner’s warrant, to take his trial at the Worcestershire Assizes. Bail was accepted.”

Worcester Journal 14/7/1883

“Worcestershire Midsummer Assizes.....

Octavius Cotterill, a little lad, surrendered to his bail and pleaded guilty to the manslaughter of Charles Isaac Lunn,
on the 29th April last, at Oldbury, by having struck him on the head with a stone which caused his death. Mr.
Godson, on the part of the prosecution, stated that no doubt technically a manslaughter was committed. The prisoner
seemed to have thrown two or three stones at the deceased before the one which struck him and caused his death.
The fatal blow was between the ear and the temple. There did not seem to have been any malice.

James Cotterill, foreman in a glass works, of Cemetery Road, Oldbury, was then called, and expressed his willingness
to be bound for his son’s good behaviour.

His Lordship said this was a result of the wicked and foolish habit of boys throwing stones. He trusted this would
be a warning to the prisoner and all other boys like him. He would not be sent to goal, but his father must enter into
a surety in the sum of £50 for his appearance to come up for judgement at any time if called upon.”

Birmingham Mail 11/5/1883 - Advert
“Servant (strong General) Wanted; one used to public business preferred.
Apply, BELL HOTEL, Rood End, near Oldbury.”

Birmingham Mail 13/6/1883 - Advert
“Pony Phaeton for Sale. In good repair, with lamps and cushions, complete; no reasonable offer refused.
Apply, BELL, Rood End, near Oldbury.”



Birmingham Mail 27/7/1883 - Advert
“Youth (sharp) Wanted for public house, indoors, to make himself generally useful.
Apply, BELL HOTEL, Rood End, Oldbury.”

Sporting Life 10/11/1883 - Advert

“Alexandra Running and Shooting Grounds, Rood End, Oldbury.

Mr. W. E. Sankey’s All England £6 10s 200 Yards Dog Handicap, on Mondays, November 19 and 26, at the above
grounds.

Final heats of the 440 yards handicap this day (Saturday, November 10).

Mr. W. E. Sankey intends reviving the above grounds with all its old sports, and will commence by giving £6 10s,
all-England 200 yards dog handicap, to be run on Mondays, November 19 and 26, 1883 — first prize £5; second £1;
third 7s; fourth 3s. Entrance 6d each (closes on Wednesday next, November 14), to be made to W. Sankey, BELL
INN, Rood End; W. Perkins, 8, Court, Lombard Street; W. Rickerby, Old Plough, Suffolk Street; H. Ellis, New Inn,
Essex Street; E. Lambeth, Castle Inn, Moseley Street; W. Bates, BLACK BOY, Birmingham Street, Oldbury; J.
Beasley, WHITE HORSE, Church Street, Oldbury.”

Sporting Life 22/12/1883

“A billiard match took place on the 18th inst at the BELL HOTEL, Rood End, Oldbury, between Mr. W. Sankey (the
proprietor) and a gentleman from Spon Lane, 200 up level, and after a well-contested and exciting game, Mr. Sankey
proved the winner by only 3 points.”

Birmingham Mail 27/2/1884
“Cricket Secretaries’ Addresses.....
Langley Green. Alfred Taylor, BELL HOTEL, Rood End, Oldbury.”

Birmingham Daily Post 12/6/1884
“William Onions (28), labourer, of Oldbury Road, Smethwick, was charged with assaulting Montague Taylor,
landlord of the BELL HOTEL, Rood End, on the 31st ult, but the charge was dismissed.”

Smethwick Telephone 27/9/1884

“The adjourned licensing session for the division of Oldbury was held at the Police Court on Tuesday.....

Mr. Shakespeare appeared to support an application for a transfer of the license of the BELL INN, Rood End, to
Charles Morton. Morton, it was explained, was a well-known balloonist and possessed of a very good character.
His real name was Worley, but for reasons of his own — which were good ones — he had gone by the name of Morton,
and he believed an objection had been taken to the application on this ground. He put in a letter from Mr.
Superintendent Burton, of Dudley, to the effect that the applicant was well known by the name of Morton, which it
was understood he had assumed. The application was eventually granted, Mr. Hardman (superintendent) withdrawing
his objection.”

John Morton = John Moreton
John Morton was a Captain in the British Army.

Birmingham Daily Post 16/7/1885

“On Monday evening Captain Morton, accompanied by his assistant, Mr. Westley, made an ascent from the Rood
End Grounds, Oldbury, in his balloon the ‘Countess of Dudley.” Owing to an insufficiency of gas, whilst travelling
over Birmingham, the balloon commenced to descend very rapidly, and fell into some trees in the grounds of
Edgbaston Hall. Both the occupants of the car were terribly shaken, and Captain Morfon received a very severe blow
upon the head, which rendered him unconscious. Mr. Heathfield, his family, and servants rendered the unfortunate
balloonists prompt assistance, and Captain Morton was removed to the hall and put to bed. Westley was also
severely bruised, and the balloon was badly damaged.”



Sporting Life 25/8/1885

“Vauxhall Gardens, BELL HOTEL, Oldbury.

This old-established pedestrian rendezvous, better known to the old stagers of foot racing as the Alexandra Grounds,
and which has been the scene of many a close struggle with the spike-carrying fraternity, was again brought into
requisition yesterday (Monday), with pedestrianism, the occasion being a 120 yards foot handicap, the projectors
being the members of the Loyal Caledonian Corks, who offered the sum of £3 10s to be competed for. The
programme embraced the names of twenty, these being arranged into four heats. Independent of the handicap, air
balloon ascents by Captain Holden, singing, dancing, &c, took place, a fair company assembling to witness the
affair.....”

Wolverhampton Express and Star 22/12/1885

“Captain John Morton, the well-known aeronaut, who is also the landlord of the BELL HOTEL, Rood End, was
charged with selling after hours on the 14th inst. Mr. Shakespeare defended.

Police-sergeant Stanton said that at 11.45 on the night in question he stood near the window of the defendant’s house,
and heard talking within. He heard some one say, ‘Let’s see about settling up for these glasses,” but another voice,
which he recognised as that of the landlady, replied, ‘Never mind paying tonight; you can pay tomorrow; I know that
will be right.” He heard the chinking of glasses and the pouring of something, and on going round the corner in a
few minutes he saw four men named Edward Watts, Thomas Savage, Thomas Barrett, and Thomas Ashley come out
of the front door.

Corroborative evidence was given by Police-constables Bull and Bayliss.

Mr. Shakespeare having addressed the Bench, Morton was put into the box, and swore that the men paid for nothing,
and that the statement Stanton alleged to have been made as to payment was a pure invention.

A fine of £2 and costs was imposed, but Mr. Shakespeare gave notice of appeal.

The four men seen issuing from the premises were all dismissed.”

Smethwick Telephone 28/8/1886

“The annual Licensing Sessions were held on Tuesday.....

The following persons had been summoned for offences against the licensing laws, and dealt with as follows .....
Licensed Victuallers.....

John Morton, selling during closing hours, December 22nd last, fined 40s and costs.....

In the case of those persons who had been summoned and convicted, their houses having been well conducted since,
and no further complaints being made against them, the licenses were all renewed except in the cases of David Bates
and Edward Waterhouse, which were refused.”

West Bromwich Weekly News 15/1/1887

“The employees in Messrs. Chance’s Lighthouse Fitting Department held their annual supper on Saturday last, at the
BELL HOTEL, Rood End. A good stock of eatables was provided by Captain Morton, to which some sixty persons
sat down at five o’clock.....”

Birmingham Mail 19/3/1887

“Crosswells Brewery v Wednesbury Old Athletic.

A friendly match took place between these teams on the BELL HOTEL Grounds, Rood End, before a moderate
number of spectators, and ended in a win for Showells by 1 goal to nil.”

The People 27/3/1887

“The Divorce Court..... Worley v Worley.

This was a petition presented by the wife for a judicial separation on the ground of the husband’s cruelty and
adultery. Mr. Jones appeared for the petitioner.

The parties were married at All Saints Church, Haggerston, London, on the 6th of August, 1869, and there were
seven children of the marriage, the eldest one being 17. While living together, according to the statement of the
petitioner, she suffered in consequence of her husband’s misconduct, and they separated in March, 1884. Respondent
promised to make her an allowance, but never kept up the payments. Subsequently Mrs. Worley ascertained her
husband was keeping the BELL HOTEL, at Oldbury, Birmingham, under the name of Captain Morton. On going
there she found a barmaid named Maggie Pluck, with whom she charged the respondent with having committed



adultery in June, July, and August, 1885. Petitioner stayed at the hotel several days, and was then told by her
husband that she would have to go. She then left and took lodging close by, and lodged a petition for judicial
separation.

Evidence having been given by Augustus Henry Worley, a lad of 14, who lived with his father at the BELL HOTEL,
as to the adultery of the respondent with Maggie Pluck, his lordship granted a decree of judicial separation, giving
to the wife the custody of the children.”

Graphic 22/10/1887

“Another balloon voyage across the Channel was made successfully at the end of last week. Mr. Morton crossed
from Dover to Dunkirk in five hours, travelling in a small balloon made of quite a new material — fine cambric,
coated thinly with india-rubber. This material proved far superior to the ordinary silk covering in retaining the gas,
which generally permeates through. Thus, when the aeronaut came down to earth he found that very little gas had
escaped, and that he might have gone much further without exhausting the carrying-power of his balloon. Moreover,
he took up little ballast, and only threw out one small bag.”

West Bromwich Weekly News 10/12/1887

“William Underhill, Rood End, was charged with refusing to quit the licensed premises of Captain Morton, at the
BELL INN, on the 12th November.

This case was allowed to be withdrawn on payment of the costs.”

Birmingham Daily Post 14/8/1889

“Birmingham Summer Assizes..... Alleged Fraudulent Sale of a Public House.

Mills v Waite. This was an action brought by Charles Mills, publican, Rood End, near Oldbury, against Clara Waite,
publican, to recover damages for fraudulent misrepresentation. Mr. Alfred Young and Mr. Stubbins (instructed by
Messrs. Buller, Bickley and Cross) appeared for plaintiff; and Mr., Hugo Young (instructed by Mr. M. A Fitter) for
the defendant.

The defendant counterclaimed for goods sold and delivered.

Mr. Alfred Young, in opening the case, said that the plaintiff claimed damages for fraudulent misrepresentation on
the sale of a public house, and also for the value of certain articles which were agreed by the defendant to be
delivered to the plaintiff as ‘part and parcel’ of his purchase. After hearing the case he thought the jury would not
be surprised that the defendant pleaded many alternatives in the counter claim. The plaintiff had been accustomed
to the management of public houses for thirty years, and the defendant was what he called a public house monger
— dealing in public houses in various places — and was owner at the present time of several public houses. In
December last an advertisement appeared in the local papers that the BELL HOTEL, Rood End, near Oldbury, with
the goodwill, license, fixtures, fittings, and furniture, was for sale. On the 15th December the plaintiff waited on Mr.
Mordant, an auctioneer, in Birmingham, who was acting for Clara Waite, the owner of the house. The reason given
why Mr. Mordant’s name appeared in the advertisement was that Clara Waite was mixed up with some illicit whisky
case — she had been buying or receiving from the Stephensons — and was apprehensive of an excise prosecution
against her for penalties in reference to that prosecution. After the interview the plaintiff and his wife went to Rood
End and viewed the house. Plaintiff and his wife, the defendant, Mr. Mordant, and his clerk, met for the purpose of
negotiating, and upon that occasion Clara Waite repeated the statement that she was desirous of leaving in
consequence of the Stephenson business. She said that the takings were £23, or thereabouts per week in the winter,
and they ought to be £35 in the summer time. She said she was going to retire to a small house with a little furniture,
so that if the Excise authorities proceeded against her they would get nothing. The defendant herself bought the
house in the previous October, and they had discovered since that she bought he whole ‘lock, stock, and barrel’ from
Messrs. Butler and Co, brewers, Wolverhampton, for the sum of £80. She agreed to sell the goodwill, possession,
fixtures, and furniture to plaintiff for £740. When defendant bought the house an inventory was prepared by Mr.
Barnett, of Wolverhampton, and accepted by Messrs. Gray, Son, and Walker, who were acting as agents for Miss.
Waite. 1t was agreed that the sale to plaintiff should be made on the inventory of Mr. Barnett. The inventory
prepared by Mr. Barnett was contained in a book. The book was handed to plaintift but the only part of it which was
ever part of Mr. Barnett’s inventory was the cover, the first leaf and the last leaf. The whole of the intervening leaves
had been substituted for Mr. Barnett’s, and an attempt had been made to carry out a fraud in a clever manner. The
plaintiff after he got into the house found that the takings did not reach £20 a week and that the inventory he accepted
was not Barnett’s at all.



Thomas Jackson Barnett, auctioneer, Wolverhampton, said the cover, the first leaf, and the last leaf of the inventory
were the same as prepared by him. The intervening leaves were of an entirely different kind of paper.

Mr. Hugo Young: We admit that this is not Mr. Barnett’s inventory, and therefore my friend need not labour that
part.

Mr. Alfred Young: We are not going to put up with the admission that it is not the inventory. We are going to prove
this fraud.

The witness, continuing, detailed the differences in the inventory produced and the one prepared by himself.
Cross-examined: The lease of the hotel had expired when it was sold to the defendant. A house with a lease would
be worth more than one without, providing the rent was reasonably in proportion. He did not know whether the
defendant sold a lease to the plaintiff or not.

The case at this point was adjourned.”

[Clara Waite, COCK AND MAGPIE, Warley, was charged with selling illicit whisky in 1888.]

Birmingham Daily Post 15/8/1889

“At Birmingham Assizes yesterday.....

In the court presided over by Mr. Commissioner Philerick, QC, an action for fraudulent representation in reference
to the sale of a public house was brought by Charles Mills, of Rood End, against Clara Waite, former proprietress
of the house, the BELL HOTEL, Rood End. A verdict was found for the defendant.”

Birmingham Daily Post 14/3/1891 - Advert

“BELL HOTEL, Rood End.

To Let, with immediate possession, this noted house. Excellent trade. Improving neighbourhood. Respectable man
with £200 wanted.

Apply, personally, Bill and Son, Auctioneers, Cherry Street, Birmingham.”

1891 Census

Rood End - BELL HOTEL

[1] James Shakespeare (50), licensed victualler, born Birmingham;

[2] Selina Shakespeare (50), wife, born Hanley, Staffordshire;

[3] Geoffrey Shakespeare (30), son, china gilder, born Hanley, Staffordshire;
[4] Florence M. Finnemore (22), barmaid, born Birmingham;

[5] Florence A. Chadwick (14), visitor, born Hanley, Staffordshire:

Birmingham Daily Post 13/4/1891 - Advert
“Pianist — Young Lady Wanted, and assist in the work.
Apply, personally, the BELL, Rood End, Oldbury.”

Smethwick Telephone 16/5/1891
“At Oldbury Police Court, on Tuesday, Geoffrey Shakespeare, landlord of the BELL HOTEL, Rood End, was
summoned for allowing liquor to be consumed during prohibited hours on 30th April, and Thomas Griffiths, St.

Paul’s Road, West Smethwick, was charged with being on the premises at the same time. Shakespeare was fined
20s and costs, in all £1 12s 6d, and Griffiths 17s 6d, including costs.”

Birmingham Daily Post 27/5/1891

“At Oldbury Petty Sessions, yesterday — before Messrs. W. E. Chance and S. Bennett — Geoffiey Shakespeare, of the
BELL HOTEL, Rood End, Oldbury, applied for the transfer of the license of the above-named hotel from Charles
Mills to himself.

An objection was raised to the transfer on the ground that a fortnight ago the applicant was fined 20s and costs for
permitting drink to be consumed on the premises during illegal hours. Mr. Chance said that under the circumstances
the Bench felt they could not consistently grant the transfer, as it was a serious matter for the applicant to be fined
whilst holding a temporary authority.

Mr. W. Shakespeare, solicitor, urged that it was not the applicant who permitted the drinking, but a relative who was
left in charge of the premises. If the defendant had allowed it the magistrates might then have taken a serious view
of the case, but it was unfortunate for the applicant that the breach of the Licensing Act was permitted by another
person.



Mr. Chance replied that Mr. Shakespeare was the responsible person.

Mr. Shakespeare (solicitor) urged that the applicant’s money had been invested in the hotel, and it would ruin him if
the Bench declined to grant the transfer.

Mr. Chance: We must deal with the question on its merits, apart from such considerations.

Mr. Shakespeare again urged the Bench to alter their decision, but they declined to do so, and the transfer was
accordingly refused.”

Smethwick Telephone 11/7/1891 - Advert

“Preliminary Announcement.

Important Sale of Property and Building Land at Rood End and Tat Bank, Oldbury, and Vicarage Road, Langley.
Mr. W. H. Pass is favoured with instructions to submit to Public Competition, at the BELL INN, Rood End, Oldbury,
on Tuesday, July 28th, 1891, at 6 o’clock in the Evening.....”

Birmingham Daily Post 16/9/1891

“Yesterday, at the Oldbury Police Court, William Adams (60), labourer, Parsonage Street, Tat Bank, was charged
with stealing a bottle of whisky, the property of Walter John Wall, landlord of the BELL HOTEL, Rood End. The
bottle was taken from a shelf in the bar during the absence of the attendant. Defendant, who pleaded that he was
drunk and that he had done it for a lark, was fined £1 11s, including costs, or in default fourteen days’ hard labour.”

Birmingham Daily Post 28/3/1892

“Mr. Walter John Wall, landlord of the HILL [sic] HOTEL, Rood End, Oldbury, has disappeared from his home
under mysterious circumstances. Mr. Wall, who is about twenty-six years of age, left home on Tuesday morning,
and his wife has since ascertained that he took with him a considerable sum of money, a revolver, and other articles.
Up to yesterday no tidings of him had been obtained.”

Nottingham Evening Post 26/8/1892

“Inhuman Treatment of a Dying Child.

Yesterday Mr. E. Docker, Coroner, held an inquest at the BELL HOTEL, Rood End, Oldbury, respecting the death
of Annie Lissamore, six, whose parents, Enoch and Hannah Lissamore, reside at Rood End, who died suddenly on
the 22nd inst.

Hannah Lissamore, mother of the deceased, having identified the body, the Coroner said he did not intend to ask the
witness any more questions, as it might result in a very serious charge against the mother.

Patience Fenton, a neighbour, stated that about seven o’clock on Monday night she saw the mother nursing the child,
and thinking the girl was suffering from croup, she advised the mother to put a linseed meal poultice on it, which
she refused to do. Shortly afterwards the mother went out. Later witness tried to give deceased some brandy, but it
was too far gone to drink any. Deceased was clothed badly, and had no shoes or stockings on, and was in a very
neglected condition. The mother returned about 10.15 the same night in a drunken state, and when she saw the dying
child lying on the sofa she snatched it up, and the poultices fell off. She considered the child was neglected through
the mother drinking so excessively.

Another witness said the mother struck her husband three times whilst the child was dying without any provocation.
Police-constable Bayliss stated that about 10pm he found the child nearly dead lying on a dirty screen, and the
mother sitting by it drunk. The dirt was completely caked on the child’s body, and the house was also dirty. There
was a crowd of people outside the house trying to get at the mother to lynch her.

Dr. Lyddon, who made a post mortem examination of the body, said death resulted from inflammation of the lungs.
He believed if a medical man had been called in, and the child had received proper treatment, it would have been
alive now.

The Coroner said there was no doubt that the child had been subjected to great neglect by the mother, and at a time
when it most needed a mother’s care.

The jury returned a verdict of Death from Natural Causes, but added a rider to the effect that death was accelerated
by want of proper treatment on the part of the mother, and expressed opinion that she was deserving of a severe
censure. The Coroner reprimanded the mother, and disallowed her expenses.”

Smethwick Telephone 19/9/1896
“A smoking concert in connection with the West Smethwick Cricket Club was held at the headquarters, BELL
HOTEL, Rood End, on Friday evening.....”



Smethwick Telephone 24/10/1896
“The first annual meeting of the West Smethwick Cricket Club was held at the club house, the BELL HOTEL, Rood
End, on Friday evening (the 16th inst). Mr. S. Field occupied the chair.....”

Smethwick Telephone 8/1/1898

“The annual meeting of delegates from the 35 lodges comprising the West Bromwich and Smethwick District of the
National United Order of Free Gardeners’ Friendly Society was held on Saturday evening, at the BELL HOTEL,
Rood End. Mr. Joseph Gray (District Master) presided over a large attendance. The District Secretary (Mr. C.
Egnell) submitted the various reports and financial statements.....”

West Bromwich Weekly News 7/4/1900

“West Smethwick Cricket Club. On Friday the 30th ult, a meeting was held at the BELL HOTEL, Rood End, Mr.
R. Deeley presiding, at which it was decided to continue the West Smethwick Cricket Club and run two teams next
season.....”

West Bromwich Weekly News 7/4/1900 - Deaths

“On the 29th ult, at BELL HOTEL, Rood End, Henry Boulton, aged 65 years. Deeply lamented.”

AND

Cheltenham Chronicle 14/4/1900 - Deaths

“March 29, at the BELL HOTEL, Rood End, Oldbury, Birmingham, Henry Boulton, for many years head park
keeper to Earl Bathurst aged 66 years.”

1901 Census
127, Rood End Road
[1] Ellen Boulton (54), widow, born Turnham Green, London;

[2] Harry John Boulton (32), son, hotel manager, born Cirencester;
[3] Edith Wilson (23), niece, barmaid, born Dudley:

Smethwick Weekly News 6/4/1901

“West Smethwick Cricket Club. The adjourned annual meeting of the members of this club was held on Friday
se’nnight, at the BELL HOTEL, Rood End, Mr. R. Morris presiding.

It was stated that the last season was a most successful one, both as regarded the membership and the financial
aspect, and that very satisfactory fixtures had been arranged for both first and second teams for next season.....”

Smethwick Weekly News 11/5/1901

“We beg to announce the opening of the Bowling Green at the BELL HOTEL, Rood End. The turf is in excellent
condition and a good number of members are gathering together. The first match will be played this afternoon, and
prior to that a meeting of members will be held to formulate rules &c.”

Smethwick Weekly News 2/11/1901

“BELL Bowling Club. At the closing meeting of the season, held at the BELL HOTEL, on Thursday last, the silver
cup, given by the president of the club (F. Carver Esq.) on the commencement of the season, was presented to the
winner, Mr. Samuel Hodgkiss, who carried 203 points. The interest in the competition, which lasted all through the
season, was very keen, and the results of the games in each week were eagerly looked for by the membership and
their friends.”

Smethwick Weekly News 12/7/1902

“On Saturday afternoon last the Halesowen Bowling Club paid a visit to Rood End to open the season with the BELL
HOTEL Bowling Club. The visiting team did not all muster, but a very good game was indulged in, the Rood End
team winning by 18 points. A luncheon afterwards was served on the lawn, excellently got up by Mr. H. Boulton,
which all the members thoroughly enjoyed. At night a smoking concert took place took place in the large club
room.....”

A team from here took part in the Langley and District Air Gun Shooting League. [1903]



Birmingham Mail 9/8/1905 - Advert
“General (reliable) Wanted, at once; able to cook and wait.
Address, BELL HOTEL, Rood End, Oldbury.”

Birmingham Mail 6/4/1906 - Advert
“General, 18 to 22, at once; one from country preferred; good references.
Apply, BELL HOTEL, Rood End, Oldbury.”

Birmingham Daily Gazette 14/11/1906 - Advert
“General Servant Wanted at once, age 18 to 24; reference required.

Apply, BELL HOTEL, Rood End, Oldbury.” G eloronce Tequired - ppy, “Bail “Hotel, “hood
End, Oldbaury.

Smethwick Telephone 14/7/1906

“Bowling. On Saturday last the BELL HOTEL, Rood End, played their return match against Belbroughton at their
grounds (Talbot Hotel), when a 15 side was arranged. The possible score on account of the time was 11. The result
was that the home team won by 40, the scores being Belbroughton 144, Rood End 104.”

Birmingham Daily Gazette 9/9/1908

“Midland Bowling.....

The bowling match between the Three Horse Shoes, Sheldon, and the BELL HOTEL, Rood End, Oldbury, resulted
as follows.....

Three Horse Shoes 195, BELL HOTEL, Rood End 83.”

1911 Census

127, Rood End Road - BELL HOTEL

[1] Ernest Walter Cameron (34), licensed victualler, born Birmingham;
[2] Esther Cameron (33), wife, married 8 years, born Langley;

[3] Ernest Walter Cameron (7), son, born Birmingham;

[4] Maria Riley (23), domestic servant, born Baijillt, Wales:

Derbyshire Advertiser 11/8/1911 - Advert
“General Servant Wanted for Public-house.
Apply, BELL HOTEL, Rood End, Oldbury.”

Smethwick Telephone 19/4/1913 - Advert

“The Birmingham & Midland Motor Omnibus Company Ltd.

Smethwick, Langley & Oldbury Motor Omnibus Service.

On and after Monday, April 21st, 1913, these Omnibuses will run as follows.

Week Days.

Leave Smethwick (Rolfe Street) for Langley and Oldbury at 8-15am and 15 minutes past every hour till 12-15 noon,
and then every 15 and 45 minutes past every hour till 10-45pm.

Leave Oldbury (TALBOT HOTEL) for Langley and Smethwick at 8-45am and 45 minutes past every hour till
12-45pm, and then 15 and 45 minutes past every hour till 11-15pm.

Sundays.

Leave Smethwick (Rolfe Street) for Langley and Oldbury at 2-45pm and then 15 and 45 minutes past every hour till
10-15pm.

Leave Oldbury (TALBOT HOTEL) for Langley and Smethwick at 3-15pm and then 15 and 45 minutes past every
hour till 10-45pm.

Fares.

Smethwick (Rolfe Street) and BELL HOTEL, Rood End, 1d.

BELL HOTEL, Rood End, and Five Ways, Langley, 1d.

Five Ways, Langley, and TALBOT HOTEL, Oldbury, 1d.

Smethwick and corner of Crosswells Road and Vicarage Road, 1'4d.

Oldbury and corner of Crosswells Road and Vicarage Road, 1'4d.

0. C. Power, Traffic Manager, Omnibus Offices, 65, Tennant Street, off Broad Street.”



Evening Despatch 11/5/1914
“The Bowling Green.....
Hill Top v BELL HOTEL, Rood End. Played at Hill Top and won by Hill Top by 245 points to 156.”

A team from here played in the West Bromwich Bowls League. [1914], [1916]

Jack, Will and Ted Judge performed a second benefit concert here in aid of Will Round (who had been crippled in WW 1)
on 16th February 1916. See also GATE.

Birmingham Daily Gazette 24/7/1916

“The Game of Bowls ..... West Bromwich League.....

BELL HOTEL, Rood End v Dartmouth Park. Played at the BELL HOTEL, Rood End.”
[The BELL won 217 to 199.]

London Gazette 12/6/1917 - Notice

“Friendly Societies Act, 1896. Advertisement of Dissolution by Instrument.

Notice is hereby given, that the Pride Of The Bell, Lodge No.1048, of the West Bromwich and Smethwick District
of the National United Order Of Free Gardeners Friendly Society, held at the BELL HOTEL, Rood End, Oldbury,
in the county of Worcester, is dissolved by Instrument, registered at this office, the 5th. day of June, 1917, unless
within three months from the date of the Gazette in which, this advertisement appears proceedings be commenced
by a member or other person interested in, or having any claim on, the Funds of the Branch, to set aside such
dissolution, and the same be set aside accordingly.

G. Stuart Robertson, Chief Registrar, Dean Stanley-street, Westminster, the 5th day of June, 1917.”

Dudley Chronicle 14/5/1921

“Bowling ..... Langley & District League.....

BELL HOTEL, Rood End v VICTORIA, Blackheath.”
[The BELL won 157 to 152.]

Birmingham Daily Gazette 24/6/1926

“Feeding the Children.....

One of the stark facts about the Midland coalfields at the moment is that thousands of children come down to bare
tables in the morning and have to wait for their first meal of the day until the group feeding stations open at noon or
thereabouts. The relieving organisations are doing everything they can with the funds at their disposal. The
wonderful shifts they are making with inadequate means to cope with all the demands made upon them constitute
one of the most gallant stories of the coal stoppage. They are doing truly admirable work. But they do not possess
funds enough to do all that should be done. They need more money, and they are looking to readers of the
Birmingham Gazette for aid.

Subscriptions.....

RAOB, Rood End Lodge, BELL HOTEL, Rod End, Oldbury, 5s.”

Sheffield Independent 19/3/1935 - Advert

“Bar General or Domestic willing to learn, live in; good references.

BELL INN, Rood End, Oldbury, near Birmingham.”

Rood End Lodge (N0.3909) of the Royal Antediluvian Order of Buffaloes met here. [1935]
Oldbury Amateurs FC had their headquarters here, in the loft above the coaching stables. [1936]
It had a bowling green. [1936]

Sheffield Independent 1/9/1936 - Advert

“Bar-General, at once; live in; good references. AR-GENERAL, at once; ,ive in; goud references.
BELL HOTEL, Rood End, Oldbury, near Birmingham.” —Bell Hotel, Rood End, O'dbury, near B:‘m.n:;

kam,



Birmingham Daily Gazette 9/9/1937 - Deaths

“Price. On the 7th inst, at Hallam Hospital, West Bromwich, Thomas John Joseph, beloved husband of Rose, of the
BELL HOTEL, Rood End, Oldbury, passed away after a short illness, aged 42. Requiem Mass at St. Francis
Xavier’s, Oldbury, 9.30am, Friday, September 10; internment Oldbury Cemetery, 10.15. RIP.”

Thomas John Joseph Price — see also ROYAL EXCHANGE, Tat Bank.

Birmingham Mail 4/1/1939 - Advert
“Bar-General Wanted, experienced M. and B.; live in. BARUENERAL Wanted, experienced M. and B.; live in.
Harvey, BELL HOTEL, Rood End, Oldbury.” AEsEvy), et Hansl, Rool Fadp Wi

1939 Register

127, Rood End Road

[1] Benjamin Harvey, date of birth 9/4 /1890, manager BELL HOTEL Rood End, married;
[2] Mary Ann Harvey, dob 2/6/1891, unpaid domestic duties, married;

[3] Benjamin Harvey, dob 6/2/1916, carpenter, building trade, single;

[4] Ethel Jane Harper, dob 13/8/1917, barmaid BELL HOTEL, single:

Evening Despatch 5/4/1939

“When Benjamin Harvey, aged 24, of the BELL HOTEL, Rood End, Oldbury, was stopped while driving a motor-
car in Dudley Road, Tividale, at 9pm on 18 February, and told he was exceeding the speed limit, he told the
policeman, ‘I am in a hurry to meet my girl at 9.15.”

When Harvey was summoned at Oldbury today for exceeding 30mph his solicitor, Mr. Vincent Matthews, said the
offence was admitted, but reminded the Bench that it was spring-time, a period of the year when a young man’s fancy
lightly turns to thoughts of love. Perhaps when his client got a bit older and the romance came to fruition, he might
not be in such a hurry to keep such an appointment.

It was alleged that Harvey’s speed was between 40mph and 50mph. He was fined £2.”

Birmingham Mail 22/5/1939

“Five occupants of the BELL HOTEL, Rood End, Langley, the licensee of which is Mr. Benjamin Harvey, had lucky
escapes during a fire on the premises early yesterday. At about Sam Mr. Harvey, who with his wife was in a bedroom
over the bar, awoke and found the room full of smoke. He aroused the other inmates of the house — his son and two
barmaids. Their exit by the stairs was made impossible by dense smoke rising from the bar. Windows were flung
open, and cries for help were heard by Mr. E. A. Savage, who lives in adjoining premises. He roused other
neighbours, ladders were brought from the premises of Mr. S. Smith, slater, and all the occupants descended the
ladders. Mrs. Harvey, who is in ill-health, had to be assisted from the premises.

Oldbury Fire Brigade was engaged for two hours. Damage estimated at about £300 was done to the premises and
furniture and many spirits were destroyed. The cause of the fire is believed to be the overheating of a slow
combustion stove in the bar.”

Evening Despatch 24/8/1945

“Alleged to have called at the public house and behaved in a truculent manner, and created a disturbance, Thomas
Poole, of the Pioneer Corps, 3, Bell Fold, Rood End, Oldbury, home on leave from Holland, was at Oldbury today
fined 20s on each of three summonses for assaulting Benjamin Harvey licensee of the BELL INN, Rood End, and
his wife, and also for damaging two windows at the inn to the extent of £7, which he was also ordered to pay.”
Benjamin Harvey died in 1951.

Wiilliam J. E. Palmer — see also VINE, West Bromwich.

Eric Every - see also STEAM PACKET, West Bromwich.

Michael David Ford - see also ROYAL OAK, Rounds Green.

A team from here took part in the Spon Lane Dominoes League. [1966], [1967]



Birmingham Daily Post 2/5/1968

“In an intensive and very informal visit to Birmingham yesterday, the Duke of Edinburgh met hundreds of people,
ranging from industrial designers to pastry cooks.....

But for most of the day, the tone of the tour was lighthearted and never more so than during his one-hour visit to the
College of Food. He was greeted by hundreds of students and staff and shown the many aspects of the college’s life.
Two of the first students he spoke to were Mrs. Ida Jenking, of the Hydraulic Inn, Lodge Road, Hockley, and Mrs.
Kay Bolter, of the BELL, Rood End, Oldbury. Both licensee’s wives, they were asked by the Duke if they
‘specialised in those sandwiches which turn up at the end.” Mrs. Jenking replied that she did not and that the Duke
would have to pay a visit to their public houses, adding, ‘We have some nice sausage rolls as well.” The Duke

9 9

replied, ‘That’s good. No one seems to know how to make good sausage rolls any more’.

Daily Mirror 25/1/1972 - Letter

“When you have to wait to turn on TV.

Miss Jean Wright, of the BELL INN, Rood End Road, Warley, Worcs, writes.

Yes, I can well appreciate the point of view of the reader who objected to the late screening of some good programmes
on ITV and BBC. May I therefore respectfully suggest that he try to see my side of the story, which applies to
hundreds of other people in my position?

I have lived in a public house all my life and besides working behind the bar every night, I do a full-time office job
as well. So it is a real pleasure on a Saturday night to finish cleaning up and then go into the living room for a bite
of supper with the family and watch the Midnight Movie. The same applies on Sunday night when we can watch
‘Danger Man’ after ‘time.’

We used to enjoy watching the Saturday afternoon film on BBC2 but, since it now starts at 2pm, it is almost over by
the time we manage to sit down. However, we do appreciate the fact that the programmes are periodically shown
at different times to enable all viewers to see them at the time most suitable to themselves.

So you see, we are just one of the many families who enjoy watching the Late Shows, especially after serving the
public their nightly sustenance.

As long as the programmes are eventually changed back to our times we are quite prepared to wait our turn.

When the problem is looked at logically it is quite easy to see that both ITV and BBC do a pretty good job of trying
to please everyone.”

Daily Mirror 28/4/1973

“Another twenty candidates in the Daily Mirror Barmaid of the Year competition will be interviewed by a panel of
judges today. Five barmaids will be chosen by the judges to go forward to the Grand Final to be held at London’s
Café Royal on May 15. The winner will receive £1,000, £250 for a party for her regular customers, and another
£250 to spend on clothes. The candidates are.....

Miss Carol A. Wright, BELL INN, Rood End Road, Oldbury, Warley, Worcs.”

[2021]

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO

be LET,the “NEW BELL INN,” Rood End,
iy (ee Oldbury.—Fer particulars, apply to Mr. Barker, Bristoall

1860

THE ALEXANDRA BUILDING ESTATE.
ROOD END, WARLEY WIGORN.

A Highly valuable FREEHOLD ESTATE, admirably

situated for Bullding Purposes, uear to the intended Railway
Statiou on the Stourbridge Extension Rallway, aod close to the
Oldbury Ceroetery, has been aet out in Lots for Sale,

Tersona willing to hecome possessed of Freehuld Property, may
obtain Lots by Fortnightly Payments.

Application for plans and particulars to be made to Mr. Mark
Darker. of Bristnall Hall, near Oldbury ; to Mr, George Strect, of
Iﬁ:&llun House, Swethwick; or Mr. Jolin Swmith, Hell Tun, }lka%ul

1866

WANTED. about
SIX MUSICIANS
for the
PLEASURE GARDENS,
BELL INN,
ROOD END. OLDBURY.

for Monday Evenings,
during the Summer Season.

Brass Band preferred.

— The Birmingham Daily
Post, November, 1868.

1968
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lnn.m.ulalrwdnltmth-lu Any Verson kecping them

after his putice will be peosevuted. Lid

*TULEN or STRAYED, on night, or oD
bl o el

1868

ELL INN, BGUD END, OLDBURY.

n-m!id GROUNDS l-m!unxing tn this House are now OPEN
'}-l FABUN, with excelleut Bowling Groen, Daociog Plat-
fi.l'll! l"lel«-ura Gardeps, and Summer Houses. Parties wisbing to
avail themselves of a Day's Pleasare, will do well to visit these
Grounils. which vecupy one of the most healthy sud pleasaut sites in
the peighbourhuod.  First-class Refreshmects combined with mode-
m'e charges. N.B.—Good Blabling, snrl eﬂ?‘? other sccommodation.
c2409 JOHN SMITH, Proprietor,

LELL INN, ROOD END,
To the Epiton of (he Dany Posr.
Bi,—
N cvunection with the above Ion are ngmn.-‘ beantiful,
apd orosmental FPleasure Grounds, which I was lnduced by &
party of profeseloral travellers to let for the purpose of holding &
gnls, un Lnndn tbe 12th Instant, who promised to strictly carry out
the conditions of & large progaamine, which they duly sunounced,
compriging Mnging. dapcing, and other aktractive amusements,
balloen necenta and various other fetes, to be performed, the whole
o conelude with & grand display of fireworks, The very beautiful
auds and very flattering progmmme did vot fall to attmct from
Fm 38 peun sne’of whom T hare bard, Bats s e
d tion an )
mﬁﬁm‘wm#& tﬁt“md and attractive features, for woich
cause aome bave attempted to blame me,
llut“;'u.r the i.nfummim of those who very kindly patronised
me on Abat oceasion, 1 beg to say, after I had very ineautivus
let the grounds to what turned out to bs & very uuprl.nclplalx

t ‘b i t of the p me W,
E:l.:r, N-lryu loﬁ:; : “ut over which I no control Bnl
1 may here wmay tg:l used all my endeavours and io.

finetes by n-mnmlntmgwith lht' 1ty in qneninn to do all they
had pledeed themaelves to l" y Idid oot recelve &
peuoy of the admission monuy. nml Wi .l. hulf the expense of the
rioting. ¥ foel sire thiwe to whom I s koown will exonerate me
o wl) blawe, aod from participstiog o Fti ractising sny deception
t"i"i:.; tuch  large circle of my Oustomers, Frienda, aud & generous

ubdle,

I remain, yours muost uM thally,
' JUHN B&Il'ﬂl I‘roprlel'w
July 19, 1869,

1869

Bales bp Private Tontract,

THE LORD NELSON,
LOVEDAY STREET, St. Mary's, Birningham,
Y RODERICK and SON.—To be SOLD (by direction
of Mr, Johnson, who has conducied the business with great
sucoessfor Ave years and has now taken the Bell Inn at Rood
near Oldbury), the LICINBm IZIOUDWILL and POSSESSION of
the above very Old-established TAVERN, held at a lowreat, and now
doing an extensive busineas nh.lel'lr out-door, and over the Counter,
Oomln in about £350,
Apply to the Auctloneers 2, Temple Row West,

BELL INN, ROOD END,
WHBST SMETHWICK.
PRELIMINARY NOTICE.

Ii! CPEE-'I;I:TIEE!I'JM received mstlinctinns from
T. J O mit IO'DI.LB“JI' whoie 180 € res on
the wh instomt) ELL bv Osl'l ON- 85 nmfrli ALE
OABKS. rUR, oou:m, ¥ivc-po'l Btopcock ALE
mm’nn. Hot-rater A >ratus, two MALT- csusanaa.
UOR BEOTTLES, 7 CUPB, and GLASBES; sir
%g In.pig, Btore ema. oix Couple of FOWLS, snd

At the eame P'ece of Fale w" be Bold. belopging +> various
PAL N e i By o e B L T R
£ n 1]
AN T G168; H Kxi‘éﬁ. #nd Towo usetul HORBES,
Further parti talogues, from the Aucmner, High
Btreet, West Bromwieh.

1870

BELL INN, ROO
WEST SMETHWIC

s
SALE BY AUCTION
TO-MORRROW iTUlSDlY’). JUNE 21,

Y R. L. COURTNEY, at Eleven o'clock a.m.

(by ordat of the Proprietor, Ir John Bmith, who is leaving

the pr of his lease having expired), com-
pmmg twent{ mﬁlm ‘Irou-bouad ALE CASKS, la.s Tub, Five-

D END,
K.

Machine, two Malt Crushers, two Pockets of
ma ope, Bean Crusher, 40 do:en Jugs Cnpa. md Glasses, Bow
in Pig, and ten Btore %, 8ix couple of Fow 1a, th irs Fanc:
P‘lﬁeons. fing-toned Cottage Piano-forte, HOUSEEOL FURNI-
.atthemvlwe. at Three o'clock in the afte oon.
'helonTlng [%) vniou- ownern—-n Invalid’s Chair, two Coal
e Provision or Maltster’s Cart, two Snrlng
Market Carts, three Whit.echapel Traps, two excellent well-bnilt
Dog Carts, capital Albert Gig. two turn-over.seat Phaetons, Pony
Basket Gig, two sets useful Trap Harness, Baddle, Bridle, and
other Harness, &c.

1870

LEXANDRA PARK RECREATION
GROUNDS, with the BELL INN, Rood-end, Oldbury, near
o s s ey Bl "*‘.‘.’.’m".m:.., The
persons weekly on e .
hnn-dpnnun mnml—hﬂl and domestic armrange-
ment. and the grounds are not only extensive bat judiclously and
tastefull laulut.-dmu-l none in England. An ad-
:.“'FML:I be added lr-t thc rpose of rabbit cours-
K L]

] ! ;un- 'hpn-btn are L i
:tl-lh - premises ; or to Mesars, Hawkios and
. HM'i'nu:pl’.,n-ﬂneﬂq—lllL ‘

1874

HGI'!L AND EXTENSIVE GROUNDS.—

and Grounds, to be Let, either or
. A large Income for an active
old Houses In the

severnl leensed
M—Amb‘l‘ Butler and Co., brewers, Wolverhamp-

1882

ALEXANDRA RUNNING AND bHOUTl\G GROUNDS,
ROOD OLDBURY.

Mr. W. E. Bankey's All- Eaklmd smw mu Yards an Handicap,

cn Mondays, November 19 and 26, at the above ground
Final heats of the 410 xaﬂh handicap thi Ill)‘ (Saturdl.‘r,
Notemher 10},

Mr. W, E. Savkey intends reviving the above grounds with all
ita uld 5 ‘E)I"l. and mll commence by giving a £6 108, all-England
200 yards dox handicap, to be run on Hondu-. November 19 and
26, 1833—1{irst prize, £5; second, £1; third, 7s.: fourth, 3s. En.
trauce, 6d. each ( closea on \'lednesdn,r next, November 14), to be
wade to W, Bankey, Bell Inn, Rood Eud; W. Perkins, 8 Court,
Lombard-street; W. B:ckerhi Old l'louxh Bulfolk-street; H,
Ellhs, New lnn, 'Essex-street beth, Castle Inn, Mosele -
street; W. BHutes, Black Boy, B:rm mrham-slmt. Oldhury
Bcnle;r. White Horse, Church-street, O.dbury.—| ADVT.)

1883

I{HI, Hu u-L Rood End. - ['n Tet, wnth immediate possession, this
noten]l house.  Pxeellent e Impronoe neighbourhood.
Resperlable mwan with £2X. woantad. —Appty, personally, Hill amd
Son, Anctioneers, Cherry Steeet, Dirmingham,

1891

C ENERAL SERVANT WANTED ior Public-
A house.—Apply. Bell Hotel, Rood End. Oldbury.

on



*HE BIRMINGHAM & MIDLAND MOTOR
OMNIBUS COMPANY, LTD.

SMETHWICK, LANGLEY & OLDBURY
MOTOR OMNIBUS SERVICE.

On and alter Moxpiy, Armir 21st, 1913,

these Omnibuses will run as follows : —
WEEK DAY=, _

Leave Smethwick (Rolle Ztreet) for Langley
and Oldbury at 8-15 a.1n , and 1§ minuotes past
every hour till 12-15 ncon, and then every 15
and 45 minates past every hour till 1045 pm.

Leave Oldbury (Talbot llotel) for Langley
aund Emethwick at 8.45 a.m., and 4§ minutes
past every hoaur till 12-45 p.m,and tien 15 and
45 minates past every hoar till 1115 p.m.

EUNDAYS,

Leave Bmethwick (Rolfe “rret) for Langley
and Oldbary at 245 p.m., and then 1§ 45
wminutes past cvery bour till 101§ p.ru.

Leave Oldbory (Talbot Hotel, for Langley
and Smetliwick at 3 15 p.m., and then 1§ and
45 minutes past every hour till 10-45 p.m.

FARES,
Smethwick (Rolle Sticet) and Bell llotel,

Rood End, 1d.

Bell Hotel, Rood Eund, and Five Ways,
Langley, 1d.

Five '\'I? Langley and Talbot Holel,

Oldb.ux. ]
8 wick and corner of Crosswells Road
and Vicarage Road, 1{d.
Oldbury and corner of Crosswells Road and
Vicarage MO. . i’(‘;
O WER, Trafic Manager,
Omgibus 65, Tennant Btreet, '
Tel. 2371 and s Mid. Off Broad Street.

1913

AR GENERAL or DOMESTIC, willing to learn,
live in; good references.—Bell Inn, Rood End,
Uudbury, near Birmingham. 25

1935



BELL

10, (7), Rounds Green, OLDBURY

OWNERS

Thomas Knight

Thomas Hadley, Talbot Street, Oldbury

Mary Ann Hadley, Rounds Green

William Hadley

Hannah Hadley

William Henry Hadley

Mitchells and Butlers Ltd. (acquired in 1938) [1950s]

LICENSEES

Samuel Johnson [1823]

Alfred Taylor [1841] - [1863]

Samuel Newey Johnson [1861] - 1863);
George Minchin (1863 - [1873] : :
Thomas Knight [1876] — [1886] T
William Hadley [1886] - 1900); s | H“r
Mrs. Hannah Hadley (1900 - 1937);
William Henry Hadley (1937 - 1938);
Arthur Withers (1938 - 1939);

William Thomas Taylor (1939 - 1940);
Isaiah Lacey (1940 - 1941);

John Henry ‘Jack’ Merchant (1941 - 1944);
Walter Higgins (1944 - 1951);

Charles Archibald Ackroyd (1951 - 1956):

NOTES

7, Rounds Green [1873], [1871]
10, Rounds Green [1891], [1896], [1901], [1911], [1912], [1916], [1921], [1939]

1841 Census

Rounds Green

[1] Alfred Taylor (40), victualler;
[2] Nancy Taylor (40);

[3] Harriett Taylor (12);

[4] Samuel Taylor (9);

[5] Ann Taylor (7);

[6] Amplias Taylor (4);

[7] Montague Taylor (9 months);
[8] Mary Lacey (19), f.s.:



Worcester Journal 8/10/1846

“Another of those accidents, which are of almost of weekly occurrence in the mining districts, and in many instances
of a nature that is impossible can be foreseen, occurred on Friday, in the coal pit of Messrs. Hunt, near Oldbury. On
the day in question, a man named John Powell was employed at work as usual in the workings of the pit, when an
immense quantity of coal gave way, burying him under it, and crushing him to death on the spot. An inquest was
held on the body before George Hinchliffe, Esq, at the BELL, Rounds Green, Oldbury, on Monday, when the jury
returned a verdict of Accidental Death.”

1851 Census

Rounds Green

[1] Alfred Taylor (50), edge tool maker, victualler, and grocer, born Rowley;
[2] Nancy Taylor (51), wife, born Langley;

[3] Ann Taylor (16), daughter, born Rounds Green;

[4] John Grigg Taylor (8), son, scholar, born Rounds Green:

Alfred Taylor was also a grocer and provision dealer. [1854]

Birmingham Journal 1/11/1856

“On Monday, R. Docker, Esq, held an adjourned inquest at the house of Mr. Alfred Taylor, the BELL INN, Rounds
Green, on the body of Daniel Harris, a young man, who was injured by a fall of coals in the Tiger Pit, belonging to
Messrs. Bennitt and Taylor, on Saturday week. Another man was injured at the same time, but not fatally. Four or
five hundred weight of coals fell upon them. A verdict of Accidental Death was returned.”

Anne Taylor married Samuel Newey Johnson on 20th November 1856.
Samuel Newey Johnson was also a brickmaker. [1861]

1861 Census

Round Green — BELL INN

[1] Samuel Newey Johnson (27), victualler and brickmaker, born Rowley Regis;
[2] Ann Johnson (27), wife, born Oldbury;

[3] Alfred Newey Johnson (2), son, born Rowley Regis;

[4] Mary Millaship (18), general servant, born Oldbury:

Birmingham Daily Gazette 17/6/1867 - Deaths
“On the 24th ult, aged 33 years, Ann, wife of Samuel Newey Johnson, and second daughter of A. Taylor, Oldbury.”

Birmingham Journal 21/3/1863 - Advert

“Rounds Green, Oldbury. To Publicans, Butchers, Grocers, and Others.

A Good Old-Established Old-Licensed Inn, and Shop, and Premises, the BELL INN, situated as above, fronting the
main road, and near the important Works of the Brades Company, and surrounded by Boiler Works, Brick Yards, and
Collieries, and has been in the occupation of the present Proprietor, Mr. Taylor, for upwards of forty years, who is
retiring from business.

By Joseph S. Parkes. To be Disposed of by Private Treaty, the above well-accustomed Old-licensed Inn, Shop, and
Premises.

The Premises are most centrally situated and complete; they consist of Front Tap Room, Bar, Bar Parlour, Smoke
Room, Large Club Room, 3 Bed Rooms, Servants’ Kitchen, Brewery, 2 good Cellars, Stabling for 6 Horses, lock-up
Coach House, and Yard, with a Front Shop adjoining, with a good Supply of Water. Rent £25 per annum.

Coming in will be reduced to suit a Purchaser.

For further Particulars and to Treat, apply to Joseph S. Parkes, Auctioneer, Surveyor, and Estate Agent, Wesley
Street, Oldbury.”



George Minchin = George Minchen = George Minshen

Birmingham Daily Post 3/8/1863
“George Minchen, BELL INN, Rounds Green, was charged with having kept his house open on Sunday, July 5,
before half-past twelve at middle day. Fined 5s and costs, or one month’s imprisonment with hard labour.”

Birmingham Daily Gazette 14/9/1864

“The annual meeting for the granting and renewal of licenses for the Oldbury and Hales Owen district was held
yesterday.....

All the applications for renewals of licenses were granted, the following being cautioned in consequence of
complaints having been made by the police ..... George Minchin, BELL INN, Rounds Green, Oldbury.”

Birmingham Daily Post 22/9/1864 - Letter

“To the Editor of the Birmingham Daily Post.

Sir, it is made to appear, in your impression of Wednesday, the 14th instant, that at the annual meeting for granting
and renewing of licenses for Oldbury and Hales Owen districts, the following persons were cautioned, in consequence
of complaints having been made by the police. Thomas Welch, BLACK HORSE INN; Benjamin Garner,
HARMONIC INN; George Minchin, BELL INN, Rounds Green; also John Ballard, RED COW INN, all of Oldbury.
Now, in fairness and justice to the police, we wish it to be understood that not in regard to any of the above persons
charged was a single complaint made by the police, neither was any intimation given in any way, until actually
confronted by the Magistrates themselves, which quite astounded all the accused. The matter of fact is, that the
Magistrates had been furnished with a private note by some person, who, knowing the truth was absent, had not the
manliness to make the charge in person; excepting in the case of Thomas Welch, who was informed against by a
neighbour. Thus the accused were not afforded an opportunity to be legally represented, to have those accusations
rebuffed. By inserting the above, you will oblige, your obedient servants.

Thomas Welch, Benjamin Garner, George Minchin, John Ballard.

Oldbury, September 21, 1864.”

County Advertiser 15/9/1866
“The annual licensing meeting of the magistrates was held on Tuesday.....

The following licenses were suspended till the adjourned meeting on the 25th inst, to enable further enquiries to be
made ..... George Minchin, BELL, Oldbury.”

County Advertiser 29/9/1866

“At the Public office, on Tuesday, at the close of the usual business, the Magistrates proceeded to determine on the
licenses which were suspended at the first meeting, and decided as follows. The licenses of ..... BELL, Rounds
Green, kept by G. Minchin ..... would be granted, promises being given for future good management.”

1871 Census

7, Rounds Green

[1] George Minchin (43), labourer, born Rounds Green;

[2] Mary Ann Minchin (45), wife, born Rounds Green;

[3] George Minchin (20), son, labourer, born Rounds Green;
[4] Betsy Minchin (17), daughter, born Rounds Green;

[5] Thomas Minchin (20), son, labourer;

[6] William Minchin (17), son, labourer:



1881 Census

7, Rounds Green — BELL

[1] Thomas Knight (61), converter of steel, born Gunthorpe, Nottinghamshire;
[2] Mary J. Knight (47), wife, born Oldbury;

[3] Phoebe Knight (21), daughter, domestic servant, born Oldbury;

[4] William Knight (19), son, steel roller, born Oldbury;

[5] John Knight (17), son, hardener of steel, born Oldbury;

[6] Ruth Elizabeth Knight (13), daughter, scholar, born Oldbury;

[7] Mary J. Knight (10), daughter, scholar, born Oldbury;

[8] Joseph Kirkham (71), father-in-law, Brades iron stock taker, born Oldbury;
[?] Mary James (8), visitor, scholar, born Oldbury;

[10] Ann Sela Careless (6), visitor, scholar, born Oldbury;

[11] Harry Woodhouse (3), son’s wife's son, ille(gitimate?), born Oldbury:

West Bromwich Weekly News 1/10/1881

“Mr. Shakespeare appeared on behalf of Thomas Knight, of the BELL INN, Rounds Green, and asked for a renewal
of the license, which was adjourned from the annual meeting in consequence of the license being endorsed for
permitting drunkenness. Mr. Shakespeare said his client regretted very much the circumstances which caused the
Justices to come to that decision, and through him promised to conduct his house as well as possible in the future.
He had kept the house upwards of nine years, and during that time no complaint had been made against the house.
He put in a memorial from the inhabitants of the place, stating that he was a respectable man, and always conducted
his house in an exemplary manner.

Mr. Avery said he remembered the case against Knight. Mr. Chance, Mr. Wilson, and himself heard the case, and
the reason they did not impose a greater fine was the good character Knight had previously borne. They recollected
Knight’s good character then and they recollected it now, and, therefore would grant a renewal of the license; but it
should be understood that while they supported all respectable publicans it was their duty, in the interests of order,
that these lapses of duty should be corrected.”

Birmingham Daily Post 17/4/1886 - Advert

“Important Sale of Freehold Properties, near Oldbury.

Mr. Thomas Howell is instructed to Sell by Auction, at the TALBOT HOTEL, Oldbury, on Wednesday, April 28, at
6 o’clock in the evening, subject to conditions incorporating those of the Birmingham Law Society, the
undermentioned Freehold Properties.

Lot 1. All that exceedingly well-situated full-licensed Corner Public House and Premises, known as the BELL INN,
Rounds Green, near Oldbury, in the occupation of Mr. Thomas Knight, and worth a rental of £30 per annum; together
with the adjoining Dwelling House, tenanted by Mr. William Macefield, and producing £7 16s per annum.

This Property, upon which a considerable sum of money has been recently expended, occupies an important position
with extensive frontages, and an entire area of 522 square yards.....”

Birmingham Daily Post 29/5/1886

“From Last Night’s London Gazette.....

First Meetings and Dates of Public Examination.....

Thomas Knight, BELL INN, Rounds Green, Oldbury, licensed victualler and journeyman steel converter.
Public examination, June 28, at the Oldbury Court.”

Smethwick Telephone 14/8/1886

“William Hadley, landlord of the BELL INN, Rounds Green, was summoned for supplying beer to a person who was
drunk upon his licensed premises. Mr. Shakespeare defended. Police-constable Smith stated that he saw the man at
the defendant’s house drunk. He called the landlord’s attention to him, who had the man ejected. In reply to Mr.
Shakespeare, witness said he had not seen the man supplied with any beer in the house.

Mr. Shakespeare contended there was no evidence that the defendant had supplied any beer, and the case was
dismissed.”

AND

“Charles Westwood (43), of Rounds Green, Oldbury, labourer, was fined 5s and costs for being drunk at the BELL
INN, on July 31st. Police-constable Smith proved the charge.”



Smethwick Telephone 28/8/1886

“The annual Licensing Sessions were held on Tuesday.....

The following persons had been summoned for offences against the licensing laws, and dealt with as follows .....
Licensed Victuallers.....

William Hadley, selling to drunken persons, on the 10th inst, dismissed.”

William Hadley, brewer and beer retailer, 40, Chapel Street, Rounds Green. [1888]
William Hadley, brewer, Bath Row Brewery, Oldbury [1892]

1891 Census

10, Rounds Green — BELL INN

[1] William Hadley (46), licensed victualler, born Oldbury;
[2] Hannah Hadley (45), wife, born Oldbury;

[3] William Hadley (16), son, scholar, born Oldbury;

[4] Mary Jane Hadley (14), daughter, scholar, born Oldbury;
[5] Thomas Hadley (12), son, scholar, born Oldbury;

[6] Florrie Hadley (?), daughter, scholar, born Oldbury;

[7] Alfred Hadley (6), son, scholar, born Oldbury:

William Hadley died in 1893.

Birmingham Daily Post 5/8/1893 - Advert

“Oldbury. Important Sale of Freehold Properties, including Two Exceedingly-valuable Full-Licensed Public Houses.
Mr. Thomas Howell is instructed by the Trustees under the Will of the late Mr. Thomas Hadley, to Sell by Auction,
at the TALBOT HOTEL, Oldbury, on Wednesday, August 16, 1893, at Six o’clock in the Evening, subject to
conditions incorporating those of the Birmingham Law Society, the under-mentioned Excellent Freehold
Properties.....

Lot 3. All that old-established, well-accustomed, and desirably-situated Freehold Full-Licensed Free Public House,
with the Brewhouse and Out-buildings attached thereto, known as the BELL INN, Rounds Green, Oldbury, together
with the adjoining Dwelling House, occupied by Mr. Heath.

The BELL INN occupies a good corner position, and is a well-known house, doing an excellent business. The sale
will include the goodwill, and possession may be had on completion.....”

Birmingham Daily Post 15/8/1893 - Advert

“By Mr. Thomas Howell, at the TALBOT HOTEL, Oldbury, Tomorrow (Wednesday), August 16, at Six o’clock pm
(by order of the Trustees under the Will of the late Thomas Hadley).

Lot 1. The Freehold Full-Licensed Free Public House, known as the BIRD IN HAND, Rounds Green, Oldbury, with
the Goodwill and Possession on completion.

Lot 2. Three Dwelling Houses, adjoining Lot 1. Rental £25 per annum.

Lot 3. The Freehold Full-Licensed Free Public House, known as the BELL INN, Rounds Green, Oldbury, with the
Goodwill and Possession on completion.....”

1901 Census

10, Rounds Green

[1] Hannah Hadley (54), widow, licensed victualler, born Oldbury;
[2] William H. Hadley (26), son, brewer, born Oldbury;

[3] Mary J. Hadley (24), daughter, born Oldbury;

[4] Thomas Hadley (22), son, assistant brewer, born Oldbury;

[5] Florrie Hadley (19), daughter, born Oldbury;

[6] Alfred Hadley (17), son, born Oldbury:



Birmingham Mail 28/9/1904

“Today, Mr. E. Docker (Coroner) held an inquest at the BELL INN, Rounds Green, respecting the death of Herbert
Henry Brookes (23), fitter, formerly residing in Brades Road, who died on Monday last, from the effects of bruises
[sic] sustained on the 22nd inst whilst employed at an iron foundry belonging to Messrs. J. W. Brookes and Co.
Limited. Mr. T. Dawes represented the widow of the deceased, Mr. V. G. Milward (instructed by Messrs. Thomas,
Guest and Pearson) appeared for the firm, and Mr. H. Jackson (Inspector of Factories) also attended.

James William Brookes, father of the deceased, and managing director of the company, stated that the deceased was
employed as a foreman fitter at the works. In reply to Mr. Milward, witness said there was no defect in the machinery
used for moving the molten metal, so far as he knew, and no complaints had been received from the workmen of any
defects. Deceased was a practical man, and had served his apprenticeship to the trade, being well acquainted with
the methods in use in a foundry. At the time of the accident the men were engaged in an ordinary operation for
casting. In reply to Mr. Dawes, witness stated that he had examined the blocks and crane used since the accident,
but had failed to discover any defects in any portion of them. He could not account for the accident unless the men
engaged in pouring the molten metal lost their presence of mind temporarily. Such an accident ought not to have
occurred.

Samuel Chapman, also a director of the company and manager of the foundry department, and who was present at
the time of the accident, said the deceased and a number of other men were about to cast a large bed plate. One ladle
containing about four tons of molten metal was at one end of the mould, whilst at the other end was another ladle
containing about 27cwt of the metal. The deceased and two other men were near the smaller ladle, which in order
to make it safe was being hooked to a small crane when from some unexplained cause the ladle tipped over on a
stand upon which it had been placed, and the molten metal began to flow over the floor of the foundry on the side
where deceased was standing. The deceased jumped to get out of the way, and in doing so fell down in the metal.
He, however, managed to escape through the door, and in his agony leaped into a pool of water in the yard. He was
pulled out of the water and conveyed to his father’s house on the premises, where he remained until his death. In
reply to the Coroner, witness said he did not see the accident happen, and his idea was that it was caused through
the three men in charge of the ladle failing to see that it was safely hooked to the smaller crane. Both cranes and
hooks were in perfect order. He did not consider that blame attached to anyone.

The father of the deceased, in reply to further question by the Coroner, said he could not understand how the accident
happened, and he did not know how the large crane came to be disconnected before the smaller one was connected.
In answer to Mr. Milward, Mr. Chapman said the ladle which slipped over would have been safe on the stand without
the crane, which is connected to it as a double safeguard.

Dr. Harper, who attended the deceased, described the terrible injuries which he had sustained to the hands, arms, face
right side, and legs, and Mr. Jackson said he had no complaint to make of any infringement of the Factory Acts.
The jury returned a verdict of Accidental Death, no blame being attached to any one. They also expressed sympathy
with the parents and widow of the deceased man.

Today, upon enquiry at West Bromwich Hospital, our representative was informed that the other two injured men
are making satisfactory progress towards recovery.”

1911 Census

10, Rounds Green — BELL INN

[1] Hannah Hadley (65), widow, licensed victualler, born Oldbury;
[2] William Henry Hadley (36), son, brewer, born Oldbury;

[3] Thomas Hadley (32), son, blacksmith’s striker, born Oldbury;
[4] Alfred Hadley (27), son, warehouseman, born Oldbury:

Hannah Hadley was also a brewer. [1916], [1921]

Hannah Hadley died in the 1st quarter of 1937.

1939 Register

10, Rounds Green (2 of 3)

[1] William T. Taylor, date of birth 23,/9/1900, manager public house, married;
[2] Sarah (Taylor) Beeson, dob 31/12/1904, unpaid domestic duties, married;

It had a small brick structure at the front left — this was the gents toilet. [c.1940]



William Thomas Taylor — see also NORTH WESTERN, and SOHO FOUNDRY TAVERN, both in Smethwick.
John Merchant died in 1972.
A team from here took part in the Tividale and District Darts League. [1952]

Birmingham Daily Post 11/2/1955 - Notice

“County of Worcester. Petty Sessional Division of Oldbury. Licensing Act 1953.

Notice of Application for Removal of Publican’s Licence.

To: The Clerk to the Rating Authority of the Borough of Oldbury, the Clerk to the Licensing Justices for the said
Petty Sessional Division of Oldbury, in the County of Worcester, the Chief Officer of Police of the Area in which
the land hereinafter mentioned is situate And to all others whom it may concern.

We, Mitchells & Butlers Limited of Cape Hill Brewery, Smethwick, in the County of Stafford, Brewers, do Hereby
Give Notice that it is our intention to Apply at the Second Session of the General Annual Licensing Meeting for the
said Division to be held at the Court House, Oldbury, at 10.30 in the forenoon on Wednesday, the 2nd day of March
1955, for a Provisional Grant of an Ordinary Removal of the Licence to hold any of the Excise Licences that may
be held by a Publican to sell by retail under the said Act Intoxicating Liquors to be consumed either on or off the
premises from the BELL INN, Rounds Green, in the Borough of Oldbury, in the County of Worcester, to a messuage
and premises to be erected on land in Perry Hill Road, being part of Coopers Farm, approximately 210 yards from
the corner of Brennand Road, in the Borough of Oldbury in the said County of Worcester of which Land we, Mitchell
& Butlers Limited of Cape Hill Brewery, Smethwick, aforesaid, are the owners.

Signed this 5th day of February 1955.

For and On Behalf of Mitchells & Butlers Limited.

C. Stanley Best, Executive Director.

Witness: Edward Jones, Clerk to Messrs. Johnson & Co, 85 and 87, Cornwall Street, Birmingham.

There is a Provisional Grant in force in respect of the above mentioned land. The object of the present application
is merely to submit revised plans for approval of the Licensing Justices.”

It closed on 28th March 1956 on the making final the order in respect of the removal of the license to premises known as
the PERRY HILL TAVERN.

ROUND'S GREEN, OLDEURY. Tinportant Sale of YREEHOLD PROPERTIES, nesr Oldbury.
TO= PUBLICANS, BUTCEOE.ES'SE*%%C]:IB& AND OTHERS. R. THOMAS HOWELL i'f)]i::]w hngﬁl%)‘\
Aucti t ths (ot Hokol n WED,
OLD-LICENSED INN, AND SHOP, AND PREMISES, April 25, at b oclock n ‘:.. avening, mibjoce to conditions |
TH.E BELL INN,” mlm.iﬁ ul!'ql:;!]!ﬂllbl'l IR "R'&{'I‘w Society, the und:rmmtionl]
a the important T L. " ' ©
8"#:}52 :? (.hb:“i-' ttontlns the main ':,’:,.dr‘. and 1‘19:; B:ﬂe[??‘l?'oru s ’ “mlmm woliat "F
Brick Yards, and Colheﬂen. m-.l has been in the occupation of the I l BI.IL HOL ﬁl" uml PRUMIBES, Imm 7] 'I.‘Bn !!nr.. Ixn,”
pruent Proprictor, Mr, Taylor, for upwards of forty years, who is Round'a Green, near Oldbu[:?. in_the ocen pation of
& from business. Knight. and worsh & { £3. per annmn. w with the
Y JOSEPH S. PARKES.—To be DISPOSED adjoiniong DWELLING HOUSE, tananted by
OF Ly PRIVATE TREATY. the abore well-accustomed Ol This Property, upon which a considerable sum dm fas been
licensed INN, SHOP, and Premises. recently eumr(al. oceupies an importent posision with extensive
The Fremises are most centrally sitnated and complete; thay and an entire ares of 522 square yards,

T
cousist of Front Tap Room, Bar, Bar Parlour, Smoke Rooml,tlrgu frontages
Club Room, 3 Bs Roums, Servants’ Kitchen, Bmweryy good
Cellars, Stahling for SHomu. look-up Coach House, ard, with 1886
n hom. -‘.l!:op adjoining, with a good Supply of Water. Rent £5,

Comins in will be redoced to suit a Purchaser,

For further Particulars and to Treat, apply to Joseph 8. Parkes,
#ucquneer Survesor, and NFatate Agent, Wealey Street, Old

ury.

1863



Lot 5. —aAll that old-estadlished, well-arcortomed, ocd desitably.
aitnated FREEHULD FULL-LICENSED FREE PUBLIC.HOUSE,
with the Brewhouse and Ontbuikliogs attached thereto, known na tha
" BELL INN," Round's Green, O&rlbuh?'. topeeher with the adjoining
DWELLING HOUSE, oevupiedd by Mr, Heatls, )

The Beli Inn occuprea a nood corner poxilion, and i3 a welldnoum
howse, doing an excellens buminess, The dale «oill duelude the pood-
will, and posaeeyion mayf be had on comuledion.

Y Mr. THOMAS HOWELL, st the Talbot Hatel,
Oldtury, TO-MUORROW (Wednesday), August 16, st Six o'clack
.. (by order of the Trustess under the Will of the late Thomras

adley—

Lor 1,—The FREEAOLD FULL-LICENSED FREE PUELIC-
BOUSE, krown o6 tbe " BInD-IN-HaxD." Toords Green, Old-
bary, with the GOODWILL and POSSESSION on completion.
séﬂr 2 — Thres DWELLING HOUSES, adjoining Lot L Rantal

. Per aTDLm,

Loz 3.—The FREEHOLD FULL-LICENSED FEEE PUBLIC-
HOCUSE, known ssthe " BzLL IxN,” Roued's Gresn, Oldiary, witd
the GOODWILL end POSSESSION on corupretion.

1893

COUN'I‘Y OF WORCESTER.

PETTY SESSIONAL DIVISION OF OLDBURY.

LICENSING ACT 1953.




BIRD IN HAND

2, (3), Rounds Green, OLDBURY

OWNERS

Thomas Hadley
Mary Ann Hadley
Sarah Ann Nickless

Thomas Plant and Co. Ltd. (Plant’s Brewery Ltd.), Netherton [1909]

Ansells Ltd. (acquired in 1937)

LICENSEES

Isaac Hadley [1760] - [1766]
William Hadley [1769] - [1770]
Ann Crowley [1822]

Thomas Hadley [1828] - 1847)
Mrs. Martha Hadley [1850]

Mrs. Esther Hadley [1850] - 1868);
Thomas Hadley (1868 - [1884]
Mrs. Esther Hadley [1870]

Mary Ann Hadley [1884] - 1886);
Isaac Hadley (1886 - 1894);
William Nickless (1894 - [1896];
Sarah Ann Nickless [1900] - 1901);
Joseph Plant (1901 - 1902);

Harry Plant (1902);

Plant’s Brewery Ltd. (1902 - 1905);
Lewis Skelding [1904]

John Carter (1905 - 1906);
Joseph Goode (1906 - 1908);
John Smith (1908 - 1921);

Sarah Ann Smith  (1921);

Thomas Henry Ward (1921 - 1956):

NOTES

MOST DESIRABLE PROPERTIES
PEV0 be SOLD Ny AUCTION. by THOMAS P
v ROL w AUCTION, by AMAS PI

r STORES at the Vit Inn, in the town of Oldb;;l;-l:
this present Mooday the 25t of November, ar e
welock 1 the afternoon, m sl lots as will be specified in
printal particalirs or as may be then determined—the fol-
lnsmz mportant and saluasle PROPERTIES, in the
cratre of the fouri-hing and increasing town of Oldhury,
commumling obooesadvantazes, snd OCCUpying . ranse
of feontage in the heer citantion, thus rendeiinz them ad-
mizahy el ealeutatid Gr the various branches of husiness
whivh age wos s extershely and lueratively pursued in
that thrivi — ] p!:it’(‘ L =

The Bazcher« Shop and Premises in the ocoupation of
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3, Rounds Green [1871], [1873],[1881]
2, Rounds Green [1891], [1892], [1901], [1912], [1916], [1921], [1939]

Aris’s Birmingham Gazette 25/11/1839 - Advert

“Most Desirable Properties in Oldbury.

To be Sold by Auction, by Thomas Pitt Stokes, at the TALBOT INN, in the town of Oldbury, this present Monday
the 25th of November, at five o’clock in the afternoon, in such lots as will be specified in printed particulars as may
be then determined — the following important and valuable Properties, in the centre of the flourishing and increasing
town of Oldbury, commanding obvious advantages, and occupying a range of frontages in the best situation, thus
rendering them admirably well calculated for the various branches of business which are now so extensively and
lucratively pursued in that thriving place.

The Butcher’s Shop and Premises in the occupation of Benjamin Elwell.

The Saddler’s Shop lately occupied by Thomas Lancaster.



That well-known, long-established, and first-rate Inn, called the TALBOT, in the occupation of Mr. Samuel Parish,
with its Brewery, Stabling, Coach-house, large Yard, Garden, and other suitable conveniences for carrying on the
business of an Innkeeper to a large and profitable extent.

The Draper’s Shop and Premises in the occupation of Mr. George Purser.

The Dwelling House and Premises in the occupation of John Green, Fruiterer.

The Dwelling House, Outbuildings, and Premises in the occupation of Thomas Nock.

The Dwelling House, Shop, Stabling, and other Premises in the occupation of William Hinds, Baker.

A capital old licensed Public House, called the RED COW, with a large Club-room, &c and Stabling, Slaughter-
house, and other Premises in the occupation of Joseph Bate.

A Dwelling House and Premises in the occupation of Sarah Jewkes.

A Butcher’s Shop and Premises in the occupation of Henry Bate.

All the above properties adjoin together and are Freehold.

An excellent Dwelling House, Stable, Piggery, Garden, Land, and Premises, in the centre of the town of Oldbury, in
the occupation of Benjamin Elwell.

Three Dwelling Houses, Gardens and Premises at the back, in the occupation Joseph Booton, Thomas Gibbs, and
William Hall.

The last-described Properties are Copyhold.

A well-accustomed Freehold Public House, called the BIRD IN HAND, at Rounds Green, within a short distance of
the town of Oldbury, and surrounded by Collieries and Ironworks, with the new Club-room, Stabling, Garden, and
Premises in the occupation of Thomas Hadley.

Another Freehold Dwelling House and Premises, at Rounds Green, in the occupation of Joseph Drewry.

An adjoining Dwelling House, Stable, and Premises in the occupation of Samuel Turvey.

Printed particulars and all further information may be obtained from Mr. W. Fellowes, Solicitor, Dudley.”

Aris’s Birmingham Gazette 6/4/1840 - Advert

“Very Valuable Freehold Property. To be Sold by private Contract, in the town of Oldbury.

Lot I. That well-known, long-established, and first-rate Inn called the TALBOT, in the occupation of Mr. Samuel
Parish, to which are attached Brewhouse, Stabling, Coach-house, large Yard, Garden, Piggeries, &c, with a Butcher’s
Shop and Sadler’s Shop.

Lot II. A Dwelling House, with a well-accustomed Draper’s Shop and Premises, with large Bakehouse at the back,
in the occupation of Mr. George Purser.

Lot III. A capital old-licensed and well-accustomed Public House, called the RED COW, with a Dwelling House, a
Butcher’s Shop, and a considerable Plot of Land at the back, large Club-room, Slaughter-house, Piggeries, an
excellent Pump of water, &c, in the occupation of Mr. Joseph Bate.

The above property fronts the principal street in the centre of Oldbury.

Lot IV. A long-established and well-accustomed Public House, called the BIRD IN HAND, at Rounds Green, within
a short distance of the town of Oldbury, and surrounded by Collieries and Iron Works, with large Garden fronting
the road, new Club-room, Stabling, and other Premises, in the occupation of Mr. Thomas Hadley.

Lot V. Two Dwelling Houses adjoining the last lot, with new Stable, fit to be converted into a Dwelling House, in
the occupation of Mr. Joseph Druary and Mr. William Turvey.

For further particulars and to treat for the same apply to Mr. J. P. Smart Oldbury.”

1841 Census

Rounds Green

[1] Thomas Hadley (45), steel caster;
[2] Ester Hadley (40);

[3] Harriett Hadley (15);

[4] Sarah Hadley (10);

[5] Mary Hadley (5);

[6] Joseph Hadley (3):



Birmingham Journal 4/7/1846

“The anniversary of the Friendly Britons Lodge, MU, was celebrated on Monday week by a sumptuous dinner at
Mrs. Pendlebury’s, CART AND HORSES.....

We are informed that on the above day there was also a feast at the house of Hostess Cartwright, SPRING COTTAGE;
also a Friendly Club Meeting celebrated their anniversary at Host Fowler’s, of the WHITE HORSE INN; and at Host
Hadley’s, of the BIRD IN HAND, Rounds Green. We have not received particulars of these celebrations, which
passed off to the satisfaction of all who took part in them.”

Staffordshire Advertiser 1/5/1847 - Deaths
“On the 22nd ult, Mr. Thomas Hadley, aged 56, landlord of the BIRD IN HAND, Rounds Green, Oldbury.
He had been employed at the Brades Works forty-six years, and was respected by all who knew him.”

Mrs. Martha Hadley, BIRD IN HAND, Rounds Green. [1850]
Esther Hadley = Easther Hadley = Ester Hadley = Hester Hadley

1851 Census

Rounds Green

[1] Ester Hadley (51), widow, innkeeper, born Brettell Lane;

[2] Mary Ann Hadley (15), daughter, assists innkeeper, born Oldbury;
[3] Joseph Hadley (13), son, blacksmith, born Oldbury;

[4] Ann Barnsley (22), general servant, born Oldbury:

1861 Census

Rounds Green — BIRD IN HAND

[1] Esther Hadley (61), widow, licensed victualler, born Brettell Lane;
[2] Mary Ann Hadley (25), daughter, born Oldbury;

[3] Thomas Hadley (4), grand-son, scholar, born Oldbury:

Birmingham Journal 18/5/1861 - Advert
“If the Cart left at Mrs. Hadley’s, the BIRD IN HAND, Rounds Green, Oldbury, about two months ago, is not fetched
away within three days after this Notice, it will be Sold to defray expenses.”

Sporting Life 13/9/1865

“Moore informs Hughes, of Oldbury, that if he is not satisfied with his recent defeat he can have a new match, at
catchweight, for £25 a-side, or as much more as he likes. Money ready at Hadley’s, BIRD IN HAND, Rounds
Green.”

Bells Life in London and Sporting Chronicle 26/5/1866

“Tim Thomas of Tividale and J. Onions of Rounds Green. £5 10s a side is now down, and a further deposit of £1 a
side has to be made at Hadley’s, BIRD IN HAND, Rounds Green this (Saturday) evening. Match to come off on
June 4.7

Bells Life in London and Sporting Chronicle 16/2/1867
“W. Price and W. Bouchard have signed articles to run 100 yards, for £5 a side, at the Britannia Grounds, Tipton, on
March 25. They have to make a further deposit at the BIRD IN HAND, Rounds Green, next Saturday.”

Aris’s Birmingham Gazette 5/10/1867 - Advert

“Valuable Freehold Building Properties and Land, with the Minerals Thereunder, at Rounds Green, Oldbury,
Overend and Cradley Fields, near Cradley, and Copyhold Land with Farm House and Cottages Thereon, and
Minerals Thereunder, at Mincing Lane, Rowley.

To be Sold by Auction, by Messrs. James and Lister Lea, at the TALBOT HOTEL, Oldbury, on Tuesday, the 29th
day of October inst, at Seven o’clock to the minute, subject to conditions to be then produced, and in the following
lots.



Rounds Green, Oldbury.

Lot 1. All that Freehold Tavern, known as the BIRD IN HAND, situated as above, comprising Parlour, Tap Room,
Bar, Club Room, Kitchen, Brewhouse, Lodge Room, and two Bed Rooms; Stabling, Garden, Bowling Alley,
Piggeries, &c, in the occupation of Mrs. Esther Hadley; together with the Three Houses adjoining.

This lot contains an area of 912 square yards or thereabouts, and there is a considerable frontage of the Land
unoccupied, which may be used for Building.....”

The Sportsman 24/4/1869

“W. Boucher, of West Bromwich, will run H. Booth, of Wednesbury, 100 or 110 yards level; or he will take one yard
start in 110 yards, or two yards in 120 yards, of T. Evans, of Darlaston, for £10 or £15 a-side. Money ready at the
BIRD IN HAND, Rounds Green.”

Thomas Hadley (Jnr) married Mary Ann Turner, the daughter of Stephen Turner, landlord of the PERROTT ARMS, in the
3rd quarter of 1840.

1871 Census

3, Rounds Green

[1] Thomas Hadley (51), steel melter, born Oldbury;

[2] Mary Ann Hadley (50), wife, born Oldbury;

[3] Henry Hadley (21), son, smith, born Oldbury;

[4] Hannah Hadley (16), daughter, scholar, born Oldbury;
[5] Thomas Hadley (14), son, scholar, born Oldbury;

[6] Mary Ann Hadley (12), daughter, scholar, born Oldbury:

Birmingham Daily Post 17/4/1871

“Oldbury. Board of Health.

The first meeting after the election of the members of this Board was held on Friday morning last, at the Clerk’s
office, Church Street. Mr. William Underhill was unanimously appointed chairman. Attention was called by Mr.
Showell to the recent election, and to several cases of tampering with the voting papers. Mr. James Sadler made a
statement to the effect that a number of voting papers were filled up by a person named Stamps, at the BIRD IN
HAND, Rounds Green, in a very irregular and improper manner, names being forged and crosses affixed without the
authority of the voters. It was much to be regretted that the Board could not take the matter up and punish the
offenders, instead of the prosecution being left to the person aggrieved.”

Dudley Herald 13/1/1872

“Sold by auction by Mr. Bateman ..... on 22nd January ..... all the old licensed public house ..... BIRD IN HAND
..... with the brewhouse, stabling, spacious yard ..... now in occupation of Mr. Thomas Hadley at the yearly rent of
£19 10s”

1881 Census

3, Rounds Green — BIRD IN HAND

[1] Thomas Hadley (61), licensed victualler, born Oldbury;
[2] Mary Ann Hadley (60), wife, born Oldbury;

[3] Thomas Hadley (24), son, schoolmaster, born Oldbury;
[4] Harry Hadley (13), grand-son, scholar, born Oldbury:

Dudley and District News 24/9/1881

“An inquest was held at the BIRD IN HAND public house, Rounds Green, Oldbury, on Monday afternoon, on the
bodies of Zachariah Mason (7), and Albert Mason (5), the sons of Benjamin Mason, a collier, residing in Newbury
Lane, Rounds Green, and who met with a shocking death on the tramway used for the purpose of conveying coal
from the Blue Fly Colliery to the wharf at the side of the Birmingham Canal at Rounds Green, on Saturday afternoon.
Mr. Docker was the coroner. The children were playing on the tramway and being scared, they took to their heels,
running up the tramway in the direction of the colliery. They were met by a ‘journey’ of wagons, and the space being
only of sufficient width to admit the passage of the wagons the bodies of the two children were crushed.

A verdict of Accidental Death was returned.”



Birmingham Daily Post 28/5/1884

“At Oldbury Police Court, yesterday.....

Mary Ann Hadley, of the BIRD IN HAND, Rounds Green, was summoned for permitting drunkenness on her
licensed premises, on the 17 inst. Police-constable Smith said he visited defendant’s house twice on the day named,
and on each occasion found four men there drunk. The Bench imposed a fine of 20s, and the costs 11s.

Joseph Price, Joseph Stone, Richard Crump, and Joseph Harrold were charged with being drunk on the premises,
and were each fined 2s 6d and costs.”

Birmingham Daily Post 12/6/1884

“Mary Ann Hadley, of the BIRD IN HAND INN, Rounds Green, was summoned for selling intoxicating drinks in
an unauthorised place, on the 2nd inst.

Police-constable Smith deposed that on the day named he saw a number of people congregated on a piece of ground
adjoining defendant’s back premises. A walking match was going on, and he saw drink being sold there.

Mr. Shakespeare, who appeared for the defence, admitted the facts, but contended that the piece of land in question
was formerly used as a peg alley, and formed part of the licensed premises. The Bench adjourned the case for the
production of further evidence upon this point.”

Birmingham Daily Post 6/8/1884

“At Oldbury Police Court, yesterday.....

Mary Ann Hadley, of the BIRD IN HAND, Rounds Green, appeared in answer to an adjourned summons charging
her with selling on unlicensed premises. Mr. Shakespeare, who appeared to defend, said the case was adjourned two
months ago in order that it might be ascertained whether the piece of land on which the sale took place and the public
house were under one assessment.

Mr. E. Wright, assistant overseer and poor rate collector, stated that the land in question and the public house were
assessed together, and had always been one property. The case was dismissed.”

Birmingham Daily Post 26/8/1884

“The annual licensing session for Oldbury Petty Sessional division was held yesterday.....

The whole of the licenses were renewed with the exception of those held by.....

Mary Ann Hadley, BIRD IN HAND, Rounds Green ..... all of which were deferred until the adjourned licensing
day.”

Smethwick Telephone 27/9/1884

“The adjourned licensing session for the division of Oldbury was held at the Police Court on Tuesday.....

Mary Ann Hadley ..... whose licenses had been adjourned at the annual meeting, were called before the Bench, and
after being cautioned as to their future conduct the applicants’ licenses were all renewed.”

Smethwick Telephone 29/8/1885

“Mary Ann Hadley, of the BIRD IN HAND, Rounds Green, was charged with permitting drunkenness on her
licensed premises, on the 18th inst. Mr. Shakespeare defended.

Police-constable Smith deposed to visiting the house on the night named at 8.30, and to finding a man named Charles
Westwood in a drunken sleep. A jug containing ale stood before him on the table.

Mr. Shakespeare for the defence denied that the man had anything supplied to him on these premises, and said so
careful was the landlady that she refused to supply another man who was with Westwood, and who was perfectly
sober, lest Westwood should thereby get some. Several witnesses were called to confirm this, and the case was
dismissed.

Westwood was fined 5s and costs for being drunk on the premises.”

Wolverhampton Express and Star 22/9/1885

“At Oldbury Court, today, John Lowe and George Perry, both of Churchbridge, were charged with being drunk and
disorderly, and refusing to quit the licensed premises of the MANCHESTER STORES, in the same locality, on the
12th inst. The two men went into the house the worse for beer, and on being requested to leave they refused. Perry
became violent and picked up a poker, which was taken from him by Police-constable Clarke. Perry was ordered to
pay £1 and Lowe 15s, including costs.

David Sadler, Rounds Green, for a similar offence at the BIRD IN HAND, was fined 10s 6d, including costs.”



Smethwick Telephone 28/8/1886

“The annual Licensing Sessions were held on Tuesday.....

The following persons had been summoned for offences against the licensing laws, and dealt with as follows .....
Licensed Victuallers.....

Mary Ann Hadley, permitting drunkenness, August 25th 1885, dismissed.”

1891 Census

2, Rounds Green — BIRD IN HAND

[1] Isaac Hadley (46), licensed victualler and digging fork smith, born Oldbury;
[2] Agagail Hadley (46), wife, born Oldbury;

[3] Lizzie Hadley (14), daughter, born Oldbury;

[4] Fred Hadley (12), son, scholar, born Oldbury;

[5] Lily Hadley (10), daughter, scholar, born Oldbury;

[6] Felix Hadley (8), son, born Oldbury;

[7] Mary Ann Whitehouse (50), sister-in-law, widow, born Oldbury:

Birmingham Daily Post 5/8/1893 - Advert

“Oldbury. Important Sale of Freehold Properties, including Two Exceedingly-valuable Full-Licensed Public Houses.
Mr. Thomas Howell is instructed by the Trustees under the Will of the late Mr. Thomas Hadley, to Sell by Auction,
at the TALBOT HOTEL, Oldbury, on Wednesday, August 16, 1893, at Six o’clock in the Evening, subject to
conditions incorporating those of the Birmingham Law Society, the under-mentioned Excellent Freehold Properties.
Lot 1. All that Exceedingly-valuable and most Advantageously-situated Freehold Full-Licensed Free Public House,
with the modern Brewery, Stabling, Out-buildings, and Premises, known as the BIRD IN HAND, Rounds Green,
Oldbury, with the Goodwill and Possession on completion.

This House is now doing a large and remunerative Trade, and is undoubtedly one of the best in the district.....”

Birmingham Daily Post 15/8/1893 - Advert

“By Mr. Thomas Howell, at the TALBOT HOTEL, Oldbury, Tomorrow (Wednesday), August 16, at Six o’clock pm
(by order of the Trustees under the Will of the late Thomas Hadley).

Lot 1. The Freehold Full-Licensed Free Public House, known as the BIRD IN HAND, Rounds Green, Oldbury, with
the Goodwill and Possession on completion.

Lot 2. Three Dwelling Houses, adjoining Lot 1. Rental £25 per annum.

Lot 3. The Freehold Full-Licensed Free Public House, known as the BELL INN, Rounds Green, Oldbury, with the
Goodwill and Possession on completion.....”

William Nickless was also a brewer. [1896]

Birmingham Mail 28/1/1901

“This morning the body of Phoebe Nickless (25), who had been missing from her home at the BIRD IN HAND INN,
Rounds Green, since December 17th, was found in the Birmingham Canal near Titford Pool. It was in an advanced
state of decomposition, and it had apparently been hidden behind some stationary boats in the locality, and the storm
which raged last night brought it to the surface. The body was conveyed to the Oldbury Mortuary, where it was
identified by deceased’s brother. It is supposed that deceased committed suicide on the date named in consequence
of disappointment in a love affair.”

1901 Census

2, Rounds Green

[1] Sarah A. Nickless (59), widow, licensed victualler, born Oldbury;
[2] Annie Nickless (23), daughter, born Oldbury;

[3] Kate Nickless (19), daughter, born Oldbury:



Smethwick Weekly News 31/8/1901

“Superintendent Sheriff explained that he had served notice of objection upon the owners of the BIRD IN HAND
INN, Rounds Green, to the renewal of the license in consequence of alterations being made to the premises without
plans having been first submitted to the Licensing Justices for approval. The inside of the house had been remodelled
entirely. There were three other licensed houses within a radius of 150 yards of this house.

In reply to Mr. F. W. Green, of Dudley, who appeared for the owners of the house, Superintendent Sheriff said he
did not think the drinking facilities of the house had been increased very materially.

Mr. Green explained that his clients only took over the house about two months ago, and they had simply renovated
the interior of the premises.”

[The license was renewed.]

Smethwick Weekly News 26/10/1901

“Enoch Mason, of Chapel Street, Rounds Green, was charged with being drunk on the licensed premises of the BIRD
IN HAND INN, Rounds Green, on 15th inst.

PC Haden proved the offence, and a fine of 2s 6d, and costs was imposed.”

Smethwick Weekly News 22/2/1902

“Joseph Jenkins (33), Tabernacle Street, Oldbury, was charged with doing wilful damage to a plate-glass window
belonging to Joseph Plant, landlord of the BIRD IN HAND, Rounds Green.

Mr. J. S. Sharpe who prosecuted, said the damage amounted to £4. It appeared that defendant was sitting in the bar,
and began to quarrel with a man named Skidmore, and in his temper he picked up his jug, and ‘threw it through the
window.” When at the station, he said he had done it, and supposed he would have to pay for it.

Defendant now said they picked up their jugs to throw at each other, and he threw his first.

Mr. Chance said it was rather an expensive way of losing his temper, and he would have to pay 1s and costs, 11s in
all, and the damage to the window, £4, or in default, one month’s hard labour.

Defendant was only a collier, but managed to get enough money to pay on the spot.”

Birmingham Mail 8/4/1904

“At West Bromwich County Court, today, before Judge Howland Roberts, an action was brought by Lewis Skelding,
of BIRD IN HAND INN, Rounds Green, Oldbury, to recover £10 from Elijah Debney, puddler, of Eel Street,
Oldbury.

Mr. Darby explained that the plaintiff placed £10 in the hands of the defendant as a stake in connection with a race
which, it was argued, should be flown between pigeons belonging to the parties. The race, which was to be on a
course a mile in length, was arranged to take pace about last Christmas. The pigeons were not to fly over the same
course. Each pigeon flew from a certain point to its home, and the distance was measured in each case. Before the
race took place some dispute arose with regard to a discrepancy as to the length of one of the courses, the plaintiff
alleging that it was thirty of forty yards short. It did not seem a great matter, but it made all the difference between
winning and losing. The measurements were ultimately disallowed, and the plaintiff thereupon requested the
defendant to return his stake. It transpired that the match was cried off on December 22nd.

For the defence it was contended that the defendant was not the proper person to sue.

The Judge gave a verdict for the plaintiff for the full amount claimed.”

Plant’s Brewery Ltd were fined 20s and £2 12s 6d costs, on 7th June 1904, for permitting drunkenness.
A team from here took part in the Oldbury and District Air-Gun League. [1905]

Birmingham Daily Gazette 10/4/1907

“A Nimble Landlady.

Mary Ann Birch was summoned at Oldbury yesterday for refusing to quit the BIRD IN HAND INN at Rounds
Green. Mrs. Birch abused the landlady and struck at her, and afterwards threw two jugs at her. The landlady dodged
the missiles, which smashed some glasses and gas burners. Mrs. Birch pleaded that she was first attacked, and the
magistrates merely imposed a fine of 5s, including costs.”



Birmingham Daily Gazette 3/2/1909

“Licensing Sessions.....

Mr. A. M. Chance presided at Oldbury. The report of Superintendent Hill stated that there were 126 licences in the
district, a reduction of seven on the previous year, which compared with the estimated population, gave a ratio of
one on-licence to every 354 of the inhabitants. One licence-holder only was convicted during the year, while eighty-
eight persons were convicted for drunkenness, a decrease of forty-three on the previous year.....

The police objected to the renewal of the following twelve licences which will be considered at the adjourned
sessions, to be held on March 2.....

BIRD IN HAND.”

The license renewal was referred to the Compensation Authority on 2nd March 1909.

Birmingham Daily Gazette 3/3/1909

“The adjourned licensing sessions for Oldbury were held yesterday, Mr. G. S. Albright presiding in the absence,
through illness, of Mr. A. M. Chance. The magistrates were sitting for several hours, chiefly in hearing evidence
regarding the following licensed houses, to the renewal of which the police objected on the grounds of redundancy,
the magistrates proposing to refer them for compensation.....

BIRD IN HAND, alehouse, Rounds Green, owner Messrs. Plant and Co.....

Evidence was given in each case by Superintendent Hill and Mr. F. H. Jones, auctioneer and valuer, as to the nature
of the houses, and the proximity of other licensed premises. The magistrates afterwards retired to consider the cases,
and upon resuming Mr. Albright said they had decided to refer the following six houses to Worcester to be dealt with
under compensation: CRYSTAL PALACE, NAVIGATION INN, HOPE AND ANCHOR, FOUNTAIN, CROSS
KEYS, and BIRD IN HAND. All the other licences would be renewed, and the licences of these six would be
provisionally renewed pending the county committee’s investigations.....”

The license was renewed on 3rd July 1909.

Evesham Standard 10/7/1909

“The Worcestershire Licensing Committee sat on Saturday to continue consideration of the 25 licenses which had
been referred to them as the compensation authority by the local justices.....

Mr. Coventry (instructed by Messrs. Thompson and Warmington) appeared for all parties concerned in the BIRD IN
HAND, Rounds Green, Oldbury, the renewal of which was opposed by Mr. Shakespeare, for the Oldbury justices.
Evidence was given in support of the license to the effect that it was a good-paying house, and that since 1906 the
brewers’ bill had increased from £500 to £700.

The Committee renewed the licenses of the ..... BIRD IN HAND.”

1911 Census

Rounds Green — BIRD IN HAND

[1]John Smith (60), licensed victualler, born Bewley, Worcestershire;

[2] Sarah Ann Smith (65), wife, married 37 years, at home, born Langley;

[3] John Palmer Smith (32), son, clay miner, brickworks, born Oldbury;

[4] Isaac Smith (20), son, labourer in iron works, born Oldbury;

[5] Sarah Ann Holloway (26), daughter, at home, born Oldbury;

[6] Thomas Holloway (32), son-in-law, married 4 years, axle turner at iron works, born Oldbury;
[7] Thomas Holloway (3), grand-son, born Blakedown, Worcestershire;

[8] George Samuel Holloway (1), grand-son, born Blakedown, Worcestershire:

Birmingham Daily Gazette 4/2/1920

“At the Oldbury Licensing sessions yesterday, the Superintendent’s report showed there were 114 licences (69 fully
licensed), representing one to every 283 persons. During the year on licensed holder was proceeded against for an
infringement, and 17 persons were convicted for drunkenness.

Objection was taken by the Superintendent to the renewal of 16 licenses on the ground of redundancy, and, after
private consideration, the Bench reduced these to four, to be referred for compensation. These are: BIRD IN
HAND, Rounds Green; FOUNTAIN INN, Stone Street; OLD BOAT, Canal-side: and MANCHESTER STORES,
Church Bridge.”



Birmingham Daily Gazette 3/3/1920

“Oldbury Licensing Sessions yesterday.....

The licenses of the BIRD IN HAND, Rounds Green; the MANCHESTER STORES, Park Street; and the FOUNTAIN
INN, Stone Street, were renewed. The license of the OLD BOAT INN, Canalside, was referred for compensation.
The Chairman explained that the Bench were influenced by the limited amount of money at the disposal of the
Compensation Authority.”

Thomas Henry Ward was fined 20s and £6 9s 6d costs, on 30th November 1926, for selling at 10.55pm intoxicating
liquor (whisky) to John Samuel Morris.

Birmingham Daily Gazette 7/4/1938

“Alleged to have defrauded an Oldbury licensee by means of a cheque which was dishonoured, and to have obtained
£50 by the sale of a motor-van which was never his property, Frank Thompson Martin, aged 33, a motor engineer,
of 44, Forest Road, Warley, was, at Oldbury yesterday, committed to the Quarter Sessions, bail being allowed.
Martin was alleged to have obtained £10 by false pretences from Thomas Henry Ward, licensee of the BIRD IN
HAND, Rounds Green, on 26 February, and to have obtained a valuable security, namely, a cheque for £51 18s 6d,
by false pretences, from Midland Motor Development Ltd, Redditch, on 18, January.

In the first case it was alleged that along with a friend, who was known to the licensee, Martin called upon Ward,
who agreed to cash Martin a cheque for £12. He gave him £10 and told him to call for the other £2 later. Martin
explained that he had been to the bank, but had arrived there too late.

Subsequently Ward handed the cheque from Martin to a tradesman, but it was returned, marked ‘Refer to drawer.’
In the second case it was alleged that Martin went to Birmingham Garages Ltd, Navigation Street, and made
arrangements for the purchase of a motor-van for £30. He paid £5 deposit, but the balance was still owing, and the
van had therefore never been his own property. Subsequently he went to Neath Bros, removal contractors,
Bromsgrove, and persuaded them to buy the van from him. The price was agreed at £72 10s and a deposit was paid.
The firm wanted to carry out the transaction by hire purchase, and Martin went to Midland Motor Development Ltd,
a firm of hire purchase financiers, and arranged with them to complete the transaction on behalf of Neath Bros. He
signed a declaration that the vehicle was his sole property, and received from them a cheque for £51 18s 6d. Martin
cashed the cheque, but the van was never delivered.”

Birmingham Daily Gazette 5/7/1938

“Worcestershire Quarter Sessions.....

Martin Frank Thompson, aged 30, a motor mechanic, committed from Oldbury, charged with having obtained £51
18s 6d by false pretences from the Midland Motor Development Co, Redditch, and £10 by false pretences from
Thomas Henry Ward, of Oldbury, did not surrender to his bail and a warrant for his arrest was issued.”

Birmingham Daily Gazette 26/4/1938

“A. Bayliss, of the Trade Union Hall and Institute, Oldbury, is the individual champion of the Oldbury and District
Darts League which comprises between 300 and 400 players. He won the honour — which carries with it the
Councillor Vickers Cup — by defeating G. Price, the BIRD IN HAND, Rounds Green, thrower, in the final at the
WAGON AND HORSES, Oldbury, last night.

The final was decided over one straight ‘leg” of 501, and Bayliss, after streaking ahead confidently, eventually had
a hard task to win. At one time he was throwing for his final double when Price was 200 behind. At length Bayliss
needed double one and Price double five. Then Bayliss planted an arrow in the objective.”

1939 Register

2, Rounds Green

[1] Henry T. (Thomas H.) Ward, date of birth 24/7 /1883, brass moulder, married;
[2] Sarah A. Ward, dob 19/5/1886, domestic duties, married;

[3] Matilda (Ward) Boardman, dob 27/12 /1920, surgical winder, single;

[5] Mary (Ward) Drew, dob 22/4 /1930, at school, single:

[Matilda married Boardman in 1944, and Mary married Drew in 1951.]

The license was surrendered on the making Final Provisional Grant of Removal in respect of the WINDSOR CASTLE,
Rounds Green, on 11th July 1956.



VERY VALUABLE FREEHOLD PROPERTY.
0 be SOLD by private Contmact, in the town of Old-
bury—

LOT . That well-known, long-established, and first-
rate Inn called THE TALBOT, in the occupation of Mr.
SRamuel Parish, to which are attached Brewhouse, Stabling,
Conch-house, ]ar,.e Yard, Garden, Piggeries, &c. witha
Dutcher's Shop and Sadler’s Shop.

LOT 1I. A Dwelling House, with a well-accustomed
Draper's Shop and Premises, with large Bakehouse at the
back, in the occupation of Mr. George Purser.

LOT IIL. A capital ald-licenced and well-accustomed
Public House, called the RED COW, with a Dwelling
House, a Bateher's Shop, and a considerable Plot of Land
at the baek, large Club-room, Slaughter-house, Pigreries,
an excellent Pump of water, &e. in the occupation of Mr,
Joseph Bate.

The above property fronts the principal street in the
centre of Oldbury.

LOT IV. A long-established and well-aceustomed
Public House, called the BIRD-IN-HAND, at Rounds-

rreen, within a short distance of the town of Oldburv, and
surrounded by Collieries and Iron Works, with Iame Gar-
den fronting the road, new Club-room, Stabling, and other
Premises, in the mv:upnhon of Mr. Thomas Hadley.

LOT V. Two Dwelling Houses adjoining the last lot,
with new Stable, fit to be converted into s Dwelling House,
1; the occupation of Mr, Joseph Druary and Mr. William

urvey.

For further particulars and to treat for the same apply to
Mr. J. P. Smart, Oldbury.

1840

in-Hand,” Round's Oldbary, sbout months is
mmmmwm mhﬁwn’m n-mm%l:.‘n
1861

VALUABLE FREEHOLD BUILDING PROPERTIES
AND LAND,
WITH THE MINERALS THEREUNDER,
At BEOUND'S GREEN, Olibury, OVEREND and CRADLEY
FIELDS, near Cradley ;
AND COPYHOLD LAND,
WITH FARM HOUSE AND COTTAGES THEREON,
AND MINERALS THEREUNDER,
AT MINCING LANE, ROWLEY,
TO BE SOLD BY AUCTION,

Y Meesrs. JAMES and LISTER LEA. at
the Talbot Hotel, Old\:rm'y, on TUESDAY, the 29th day of
October inst., at Seven o'clock to the minata, uubjeﬁt to coundi-
tione to be then produced, and in the following lots :—
ROUND'S GREEN, OLDBURY.

Lor 1.—All that FREEHOLD TAVERN, known as “ TaE
Birp-rx-Hawp,” situnted as above, c-mprising Parlour, Tap
Room, Bar, Club Room, Kitchen, Brewhouse, Lodge Room, and
two Bed Hooms; Stabling, Garden, Bowling Alley, Piggeries,
&o., in the mnpﬂ.h.on of Mrs. Esther Hadley ; together with the
Threo HOUBES adjoining.

'{! htl;l lot eonmin?du mbla fnt 91" squatre ;nr&ﬂ:a thereahnuts,
an ere is a considera rontage of the unoce ipied,
which may ke used for Bmlding, g ’

1867

OLDBURY.
Important Sale of FREEHULD PROFERTIRS, :neIudmg Two
Ezresdiozly-valuable FULL-LICENSED EU. LIC'-
‘R. T OMAS HOWELL s mubmmd by thc
Truatees under the Will of the late Mr. Thoruas B

Sall by Auction, at the Talbot Hotel, Oldbury, on WEDNES A.Y
August 16, 1893, ub Six o'clock in the Evening, subject to conditions
incorpumtivg those of the B|er:l§hnm Law 'iomety-—«'.hu uoder-

menticned Excellest FRELHOLD
Lor that Exoeedin \mlunhlc and mns:. Aclun nely-
pitunted - I'REI’H(ILD F EN3 FREE LIO.

HDUSE with the modern Brewery. Sta‘blluiQOnt -baildiegs, and
inas, buown na_the " BiIRtuix-HAXD," Round's Greep, Old-
r{u th the GUODWILL nnd POS3ESSION oo completion.
House {8 now dmng a large and remunersitos Trade, ard s
undotchirdly one of the besl fn the a‘islrm‘.

Y Mr. THOMAS HOWELL, &t the Talbot Hatel,
Oldbury, TO-MUORROW (Wednesday), August 16, st Six a'dmk
i‘_n.. (by order of the Trustess under the Will of the late Thomas

Lor 1.—The FREEAOLD FULL-LICENSED FREE PUELIC-
HCOUSLE, kmown os the " BInp-IN-HaxD," Noond's Green, Old-
bqn- =ith the GOODWILL and POZSESSION on complstion.

Lor 2 — Thres DWELLING HOUSES, sdjoiaing Lot L Raptal

£25, per anpam,
OLD FULL-LICENBED FEEE PUBLIC-

—The I‘REEB
HOCSE. known esthe ' BeLy Ixx,” Round's Gresn, Oldimary, with
the GOODWILL end POBSESSION on compietion.

1893



BIRD IN HAND

23, (12), Simpson Street / Pinfold Street, OLDBURY

OWNERS
John Hinds Jones B 1 Rerdox sraver, gipivns D
Mary Ann Jones O be LET, with immediate possession, the
Alfred Cox, New Sree, Oldbury Gy o Gk o oAl ey
Henry Swain and Co., Albion Brewery, Oldbury pasticulars, apply on the Premises. ™e
Showell’s Brewery Co. ltd. (acquired c.1915) 1858
Ind Coope and Allsopp Ltd. (acquired in 1936)
LICENSEES
Joseph Granger [1854]
Charles Partridge [1857] TO PUBLICANS,

L RD-.-I N-HAN d
Elizabeth Sturges [1860] — [1861] B 1 SIMPSON STREET, OLDBURY. D
@) Williom Grayer [1861] Om?,,l‘gd ::o?. wm,:mnwmunm.:’f"’:&
Emma Shirwood [1862] - 1863); &"5‘.,';"3.:".'.:"::,:...*,‘::Mﬁﬁﬁmw‘“ o
Thomas Maund (1863 - [1865] are Lheys Clabe stiarhed o the oniumh an? Prenires 05 b
Humphrey Parkes [] - 1868); B gen s Progriator. ai the. Préatiss ony to MO
Mrs. Mary Ann Parkes (1868 - [1873] 1860

Mark Gibbs [1879] — [1881]

John Hinds Jones [] - 1884);

John Jones (1884 - 1885);

Mrs. Mary Ann Jones (1885 - 1888);
Samuel Venables (1888 - 1889);
Mary Carpenter (1889 - 1890);
James Thornton (1890 - 1891);
Charles Christmas Smith  (1891);
Alfred Cox (1891 - 1892);

Joseph Baker (1892);

John William Stamps (1892 - 1893);
Samuel Tate (1893 - 1894);

Alfred Cox (1894);

Mrs. Phoebe Thornton (1894 - 1896);
Alfred Collins (1896 - [ ]

Mary Guest [1900] - 1909);

Emanuel lLove (1909 - 1936);
Rowland Percy Ellis (1936 - 1937);
Joseph Grigg (1937 - 1942);

Harold Troman (1942 - 1943);

Lottie Best (1943 - 1945);

Joseph Vale (1945 - 1949);

Victor William Jenkins (1949 - 1950);
Thomas Ratcliffe Hindle (1950 - 1952);
Frank George Preece (1952 - 1953);
Joseph Henry Woodward  (1953);
Norman John Dearn (1953 - 1954):

c1950s ex pub



NOTES

12, Simpson Street [1871], [1881]
23, Simpson Street  [1891], [1901], [1911], [1912], [1939]

Brierley Hill Advertiser 6/6/1857

“Charles Partridge, licensed victualler, of the BIRD IN HAND, Oldbury, was charged with selling ale during the
hours of divine worship, on Sunday morning, the 17th ult. A policeman stated that he saw a man go into the house
with a large jug in his hand, and presently return; he enquired what he had in the jug, and the man replied it was
milk; he then examined it, and found it to be ale; the policeman told Partridge he would be summoned, to which he
answered he hoped not. Defendant alleged that he had given the ale to some men who were at work close by.”

Birmingham Journal 6/3/1858 - Advert

“BIRD IN HAND, Simpson Street, Oldbury.

To be Let, with immediate possession, the above Old Licensed Public House, having several good Clubs attached;
numbering upwards of 400 members.

For particulars apply on the Premises.”

Birmingham Journal 29/12/1860 - Advert

“To Publicans. BIRD IN HAND, Simpson Street, Oldbury.

To be Let, and may be entered upon immediately, the above commodious Old-Licensed Inn and Premises, situated
in a large manufacturing district, and fitted-up to carry on an extensive trade, no expense having been spared in
making everything convenient, particularly in the Brewhouse. There are three Clubs attached to the House. The
Stock and Fixtures to be taken to by valuation.

For further particulars, apply to Mrs. E. Sturges, the Proprietor, on the Premises.”

Birmingham Daily Post 4/1/1861 - Advert

“Oldbury. To Ironmasters, Coalmasters, and Others.

To be Sold by Auction, by Mr. Joseph S. Parkes, on Tuesday next, January 8th, at Mrs. Sturges’s, BIRD IN HAND
INN, Simpson Street, Oldbury Green, Oldbury — Two capital Iron Open Boats, nearly new, being Two Shares in the
No.1 Park Lane Boat Society, held at the above Inn.

They are being Sold solely in consequence of the two Shareholders being great defaulters in their Shares of the above
Society.

To view the same, apply to Mr. John Woodall, Patent Iron Boat Builder, Boiler Maker, Birchfield Lane, Oldbury.
Sale to commence at Six o’clock in the evening.

Auctioneer’s Offices — Freeth Street and Westley Street, Oldbury.”

Birmingham Journal 16/1/1861 - Advert

“Oldbury. That Capital and Well-Known Old-Licensed Inn, the BIRD IN HAND, Simpson Street, Oldbury.

By Mr. J. S. Parkes. To be Disposed of by Private Treaty, in consequence of the present Proprietor declining the
public business.

The House is well-situated and doing a good business. The Premises are very desirable and convenient. Rent low.
Immediate possession may be had.

For further particulars and to treat, apply to Mr. J. S. Parkes, Auctioneer, Appraiser and Land Surveyor.

Offices — Westley Street and Freeth Street, Oldbury.”

1861 Census

Simpson Street — BIRD IN HAND

[1] Elizabeth Sturges (37), widow, victualler, born Netherton;

[2] Mary A. Sturges (10), daughter, scholar, born Leabrook, Staffordshire;
[3] Matilda Burton (17), house servant, born Oldbury:



Birmingham Journal 7/9/1861 - Advert

“Valuable Freehold Dwelling House and Building Land, situated in Simpson Street, Oldbury.

To be Sold by Auction, by Mr. Joseph S. Parkes, on Monday Next, September 9th, at Seven o’clock in the Evening,
at the house of Mr. O. William Grayer, the BIRD IN HAND INN, Simpson Street, Oldbury.....”

William Grayer issued tokens from here.

Birmingham Journal 11/1/1862 - Advert

“Oldbury. The BIRD IN HAND INN, Simpson Street, Oldbury Green, Oldbury.

By Mr. Joseph Parkes. To be Disposed of by Private Treaty, that capital Old-Licensed and well-situated Inn, now
doing a good Business, and near to the most important Mills and Works in the district, and within five minutes’ walk
of the Oldbury and Bromford Lane Railway Station. There are six Life and Money Societies held at the house, with
upwards of 300 members.

The House and Premises consists of a large Club Room, Bed Rooms, Bar, and Bar Parlour, front Smoke and Tap
Rooms, Servant’s and Cooking Kitchens, four capital Cellars, excellent and convenient Brewery, Malt and Hop
Room, entire Yard, with hard and soft water Cisterns, with a never-failing supply of excellent Water, Stable,
Piggeries, and other Appurtenances thereto belonging. Rent £23 10s per annum. Coming-in can be reduced to £100.
Immediate possession may be had, in consequence of the present Proprietor having made other positive engagements.
For further particulars, and to treat, apply to Joseph S. Parkes, Auctioneer and Surveyor, Westley Street, Oldbury.”

Aris’s Birmingham Gazette 6/1/1866 - Advert

“Oldbury. Valuable Freehold Property, consisting of an Old-Licensed Inn, a Freehold Dwelling, and Premises,
situated in Simpson Street, Oldbury, in the County of Worcester.

To be Sold by Auction, by Mr. Joseph S. Parkes, on Wednesday Next, January 10, at the TALBOT HOTEL, at
Oldbury, at half-past Six o’clock in the evening, subject to conditions to be then read.

A substantially-erected Freehold Property, situated in Simpson Street, Oldbury; consisting of the Old-Licensed Inn,
known by the sign of the BIRD IN HAND, and a Dwelling House adjoining, in the occupation of Beard.

The Inn consists of two large Chambers, very large and extensive Clubroom, Bar, Bar Parlour, capital Smoke Room,
good Tap Room, Cooking Kitchen, Larder, with Hall Entrance, three good Cellars, a model Brewery, Malt Room,
Stabling, Piggery, large Soft-water Cistern, a Pump of beautiful Hard Water, and a lock-up Yard.

The Property is well situated, and now doing a good business, and at the junction of Simpson Street and Pinfold
Street, and surrounded by Mills, and near the Bromford Ironworks, of Messrs. Dawes and Sons, Messrs. Wright and
Sons, the Railway Carriage Company, and the Oldbury and Bromford Lane Railway Station.

Immediate possession may be had, at a fair valuation.

Further particulars may be had from Messrs. Hayes and Wright, Solicitors, Oldbury and Hales Owen; and the
Auctioneer and Surveyor’s Offices, Wesley Street, Oldbury.”

Birmingham Daily Post 20/9/1866

“An inquest was held before Mr. Ralph Docker, Coroner, on Monday last, at the BIRD IN HAND, Simpson Street,
Oldbury, on the body of Sarah Lamster, aged sixty-three, the wife of Daniel Lamster, employed at the carriage works.
It transpired in evidence that, on Thursday last, the deceased, who resided in Simpson Street, was in her usual state
of health, and nothing peculiar was observed about her manner. At about six o’clock a neighbour, named Ann Cook,
went into the house of the unfortunate woman, and found her in front of the fire-grate, in a kneeling posture, and
quite dead. Mr. Hayward, surgeon, was of opinion that death was occasioned by disease of the heart. After hearing
the evidence, the Jury returned a verdict of Died from Natural Causes.”

Birmingham Daily Gazette 10/6/1868
“The following transfers of licenses were granted.....
BIRD IN HAND INN, from the Executors of Humphrey Parkes to Mary Parkes.”



Birmingham Daily Post 22/1/1869

“Yesterday, an inquest was held at the BIRD IN HAND, Simpson Street, Oldbury, before Mr. R. Docker (Coroner),
respecting the death of a young woman, whose body was found in a branch of the Old Birmingham Canal, near the
old Wesleyan Cemetery, on Tuesday morning last.

Joseph Rice proved discovering the body.

Ann Davies identified the body as that of Sarah Davies, eighteen years of age. Deceased was her husband’s niece,
and was a servant in the employ of Mrs. Wilson, of 117, Bloomsbury, Birmingham. On Sunday, the 27th ult, she
obtained leave to pay a visit to witness’s house. Witness last saw her alive on Monday, the 28th ult, when she went
to the railway station at Oldbury with her cousin, who was going to the Potteries. She (witness) gave her 6d to pay
her fare to Birmingham, understanding that she was to return to service after seeing her cousin off. She appeared to
be in very good spirits, and had expressed no dissatisfaction with her situation. She received a letter from deceased’s
mistress on Wednesday, the 30th ult, asking why deceased had not returned according to promise. Witness replied
that she understood she had returned. She heard nothing more of her until the day she was found in the canal.
Hannah Parkes said she was in service at the TALBOT INN, Birmingham Street, Oldbury. She had known the
deceased for several years. On the evening of the 28th ult she came to the TALBOT, and stayed gossiping with her
until about nine o’clock. She then left, saying that she was going back to Birmingham. She seemed in very good
spirits. She had nothing to drink during her stay. In the course of a conversation they had, deceased said she was
not satisfied with her situation. In reply to the Jury, witness said deceased would have to cross a bridge over the
canal in which she was drowned, and not far from the place where she was found.

Mr. Henry Sainsbury stated that he had examined the body, which was very much swollen, and partially decomposed.
There were some recent bruises upon the face, which he thought, however, were made in getting her from the canal.
There were no bones broken, and no other external marks of violence upon the body. The clothes were not at all
disordered.

Phoebe Willetts said she resided in a house abut forty yards distant from the place where the deceased’s body was
found. On Wednesday, the 30th ult, her attention was called to a bonnet lying in an empty stationary boat; she caused
it to be taken out. She now produced it. It was nearly new, and was identified by Mrs. Davies as that deceased wore
when she last saw her alive

This was all the evidence adduced, and the Jury returned a verdict of Found Drowned.”

Mary Ann Parkes had to pay costs for permitting gaming in September 1870.

1871 Census

12, Simpson Street — BIRD IN HAND

[1] Mary Parkes (43), widow, licensed victualler, born Birmingham;
[2] Edward Parkes (23), son, edged tool grinder, born Smethwick;

[3] Adelaide L. Parkes (21), daughter, domestic servant, born Smethwick;
[4] Pamila Parkes (17), daughter, dressmaker, born Oldbury;

[5] Sarah Parkes (16), daughter, domestic servant, born Oldbury;

[6] Mary Parkes (11), daughter, scholar, born Oldbury;

[7] Humphrey Parkes (9), son, scholar, born Oldbury;

[8] Emma J. Parkes (7), daughter, scholar, born Oldbury;

[9] Isaac Parkes (5), son, scholar, born Oldbury;

[10] John Kimble (41), boarder, coach body maker, born Birmingham;
[11] Thomas Priest (29), boarder, whimsey driver, born Halesowen:

Birmingham Daily Post 16/9/1871 - Married
“On the 4th inst, at Smethwick Church, North Harborne, (by the Rev. Thomas Roper) Mr. George Northall to
Adelaide Louisa, eldest daughter of the late Mr. Humphrey Parkes, of the BIRD IN HAND INN, Oldbury.”



County Advertiser 16/8/1879 - Advert

“To Brewers, Maltsters, Investors, and Others.

Important and Valuable Freehold Properties, situate in Simpson Street, Pinfold Street, and Queen Street, Oldbury.
Mr. R. J. Cooper will Sell by Auction, at the TALBOT HOTEL, Oldbury, on Tuesday, the 26th day of August, at Six
o’clock in the Evening, subject to conditions to be then produced and read.

Lot 1. All that truly Valuable and Improving Freehold Property, comprising that important and Old-established Old-
licensed Business Premises, known as the BIRD IN HAND INN, situate at the corner of Simpson Street and Pinfold
Street, Oldbury, now in the occupation of Mr. Mark Gibbs. The Inn consists of Two large Chambers, very large and
extensive Club Room, Bar, Bar Parlour, capital Smoke Room, good Tap Room, Cooking Kitchen, Larder, three good
Cellars, a model Brewery, Malt Room, Stabling, Piggery, large Soft Water Cistern, Pump of capital Hard Water, and
a Lock-up Yard; together with that substantial and well-built Freehold Messuage or Dwelling House adjoining the
above, with the Out-houses and Premises thereto belonging, situate in Pinfold Street, Oldbury, aforesaid.”

1881 Census

12, Simpson Street — BIRD IN HAND

[1] Mark Gibbs (42), licensed victualler, born Ettington, Warwickshire;
[2] Hannah Gibbs (28), wife, born Campden, Gloucestershire;

[3] Alfred Gibbs (9), son, scholar, born Oldbury;

[4] Florence Gibbs (5), daughter, scholar, born Oldbury;

[5] Hubert Gibbs (1), son, born Oldbury;

[6] Esther Holland (19), domestic servant, born Oldbury:

Mark Gibbs - see also BROWN LION, Birmingham Street, and DOG AND PHEASANT.
John Hinds Jones — see also WHITE HORSE, Newbury Lane.

Birmingham Daily Post 11/3/1885

“John Jones, landlord of the BIRD IN HAND INN, Simpson Street, was charged with refusing to admit the police
into his licensed premises on the 1st inst.

Police-constable Rivers stated that on passing defendant’s house at 2 o’clock am he heard several persons talking in
the smoke room; he listened for some time and distinctly heard the words ‘That’s four games; that is 1'42d each.” He
knocked at the door, and in about five minutes afterwards the landlord came to the bed room window and asked who
was there. Witness replied that it was the police, whereupon the landlord told him he should not admit the police or
any one else, and closed the window.

Mr. Shakespeare, who defended, said that there was no doubt there had been a technical offence committed in not
allowing the police admittance, but defendant, who had only been in business a short time, was under the impression
that as there had been no gambling he had a right to refuse to admit the police at that hour in the night.

Defendant was ordered to pay a fine of 10s and costs.”

County Express 7/1/1888

“On Wednesday afternoon Mr. F. W. Topham (deputy coroner for the South Staffordshire district) resumed an
enquiry at the ROYAL OAK INN, Blackheath, on the body of Sarah Debney (22), a single woman, whose parents
reside at Halesowen Street, Oldbury.

The Corner said that when the enquiry was opened he took the evidence of the father of the deceased, which went
beyond the mere identity of the body. It went into particulars as to where the deceased had been and what she had
been doing some little time before her death, and he thought it would be well to read over that evidence.

John Debney, a general dealer, of Halesowen Street, Oldbury, said that in his opinion his daughter died from
miscarriage, or from catching cold. His wife had told him that the deceased was pregnant. On the 23rd of November
he was told that his daughter had gone to see Buffalo Bill. As she did not return that night he sent to the house of
Herbert Hadley, with whom she had been keeping company, and he (Hadley) said that when they went to see Buffalo
Bill the deceased was taken ill in the crowd, and was taken to his aunt’s house in a cab, but that she was all right.
Deceased returned home on the Saturday night. On Tuesday she was very ill, but said, ‘There is not that the matter
with me of which I am accused.” On the Monday she went to the house of her sister at Blackheath and died there.
John Debney, re-called, said Hadley did not give witness any address when he said deceased was at his aunt’s house.
The Coroner: You rested contented with the assurance that she was in Birmingham and was all right?



Witness: Yes. I hope this case will be thoroughly understood, and the truth got at, and the guilty parties exposed
and punished. That is all I wish.

The Coroner: 1 hope so.

Mr. James Griffin Beasley, surgeon, Rowley, said that last Monday week he received a precept from the coroner to
make a post mortem examination of the body of the deceased. He accordingly made an examination on the following
day. He found that she had been delivered of a foetus about three weeks before, of some considerable age. He
considered that she must have been over six months advanced. He found no signs of internal violence. In his
opinion blood poisoning was the cause of death, caused probably by recent confinement. This was probably caused
by inflammation in the womb. There was nothing to indicate that she had been improperly treated in her confinement;
but sufficient time had elapsed to remove in a great measure any traces of violence. She was suffering from pleurisy
when she died; but this was not sufficient to account for death. The kidneys and lungs were more or less inflamed.
Hebert Hadley, corn dealer, Whimsey Bridge, Oldbury, said he was courting the deceased, and had been engaged to
her nearly two years. He knew she was pregnant; but he did not know when she expected to be confined. She told
that she was pregnant five or six months back, and he asked her to get married, but she refused. He did not know
why she objected to marry; but she kept putting it off. About six weeks ago the deceased stayed out all night, and
as her parents enquired at his house where she was he went to their house and told them that they had been to see
Buffalo Bill on the previous night, that deceased had been taken ill in the crowd, that he had taken her to his aunt’s
house in a cab, and that she was all right. This was altogether false and untrue, but he said this at the request of the
deceased. As a matter of fact the deceased was staying at Mary Jones’s, the BIRD IN HAND, Simpson Street,
Oldbury, where she went on the afternoon of Wednesday, the 23rd November. He took there on that day, and saw
Mrs. Jones and the servant. Before taking her there she told him that she was in pain, and witness wanted to her to
have a doctor; but she objected, and said she would not stay at home, but would rather die in the road. She told him
that when she had left home at night her mother had said, ‘You can go anywhere and drown yourself if you like.’
Witness asked Mrs. Jones if she would object to the deceased staying there a bit, and she replied that she had no
objection. He knew that deceased was going to Mrs. Jones’s to be confined; he preferred that it should take place
there, as she complained of the way she had been treated. Witness proposed that they should send for a doctor, but
deceased objected to this, and witness asked Mrs. Jones if she knew any one whom they could send for, to which
she replied that she knew an old woman and would send for her. Witness left the house, and when he returned about
half an hour later the deceased was in bed. He was told that the old woman spoken of by Mrs. Jones had come.
When the woman came downstairs witness gave her 10s for the support of the deceased; he was willing to do
anything for the deceased. The woman told witness that the deceased was very bad. Witness returned to the house
about nine o’clock on the same night, and was told that the deceased had had a miscarriage, but was better and would
soon be all right. He told the servant to see that the deceased was properly supported, as he did not care what it cost
so that she was taken care of. On the following morning he went again to the house, and saw the deceased, who was
in bed. She then told him what to tell her parents about going to see Buffalo Bill. She also told him that she had
had a miscarriage. She had not taken anything as far as he knew, but two or three months ago she told him she had
had a drink of herb tea. That (Wednesday) morning an old woman named Jerry told witness that she gave deceased
the herb tea. On the Saturday following the day deceased went to Mrs. Jones’s witness took her home. He noticed
a change in her appearance when she left Mrs. Jones. When she got home he fetched her some sherry, some brandy,
and a couple of eggs. As she was waiting in the shop on the same night he told her to keep out of the shop; and that
if her parents complained he would take her to his home. He saw her again on the following night when she told
him that she had been cleaning the floor with cold water that morning and was not so well. He then fetched half-a-
pint of brandy for her, and took her something every day until she went to Blackheath. She worked the machine in
the shop each day. When he visited her there was scarcely any fire in the room.

The father of deceased said that if there was not sufficient fire it was deceased’s own fault.

Witness, continuing, said that on Monday he took deceased to her sister’s house at Blackheath in her father’s covered
cart. While at her sister’s house deceased slept on a sofa downstairs, and witness sat up with her two nights. In reply
to Mr. Debney, witness said the deceased always said he was a good father, but she had a bad mother.

By a Juryman: Mrs. Jones was no relation to witness or the deceased.

Mary Ann Jones, BIRD IN HAND INN, Oldbury, said that on the 23rd of November the deceased and Hadley came
to her house, and deceased asked to be allowed to lie down, as she did not feel well. Witness asked her what was
the matter with her, and she replied that her mother had accused her of being pregnant, and she had taken a bottle of
stuff, and she thought this had caused her illness. Witness asked if she should send for a doctor; but she said, ‘No.’
The servant said her grandmother, Mrs. Hale, was a midwife, and as deceased had said she was pregnant witness
sent for her. Witness left home about half-past six, and when she returned five hours later she was surprised to find



that the girl was still there, and in bed. Mrs. Hale complained that she had been fetched ‘on a fool’s errand,” and
only remained in the house a few minutes. When witness returned home deceased was too ill to be sent home.
Witness did not hear that there had been a miscarriage. When deceased first came to her house she only asked to be
allowed to lie down; and out of kindness to the girl witness allowed her to lie down, believing that she would leave
almost immediately. The servant never told witness that she was in the room when a child was born; deceased was
never delivered of a child at her house. When asked if the servant told her the child had light hair, the witness
laughed.

The Coroner: It is no laughing matter; and I am surprise at you treating it in such a trivial manner.

Witness: But she didn’t have a child at my house.

The Coroner: I am not so sure about that.

By the Jury: She did not tell deceased’s parents that the girl was at her house, because she understood that Hadley
had told them. She did not know that there was a miscarriage. Deceased did not come to witness on the morning
of the 23rd November and ask if she could remain in the house. Witness had never had a similar case in her house.
She had never received any money for keeping the girl, nor had she made any agreement. Deceased would not tell
her from whom she had the bottle of stuff. She told her that she had had words with her mother and would rather
lie down in the gutter and die than go home.

The Coroner: I don’t know what the jury think; but my opinion is that you know a great deal more than you choose
to tell us.

Witness: No, [ don’t. I have told you all I known.

Mary Jane Fisher said he lived with the last witness as a domestic servant. She had known the deceased by sight
about three weeks before her death On the 23rd November deceased and Hadley came to the house and said she had
been taking stuff and was very ill. Witness asked her why she had been taking stuff, to which she replied that she
had caught cold. She lay on the sofa some time and afterwards went upstairs and lay on the bed. Soon after deceased
came to the house witness fetched Mrs. Hale, who said there was nothing the matter with her, and complained that
she had ben fetched ‘on a fool’s errand.” At the deceased’s request, witness lent her some clothes. She had never
told anyone that there was a child, and that it had light hair. She never saw a child put into a basket, and that she
said, ‘Don’t put it into the basket; you will break its legs.” When Police-sergeant Salt and an Oldbury sergeant called
at Mr. Jones’s house to make enquiries, witness went to her grandmother’s in a cab to tell her that enquiries were
being made.

The Coroner: 1 am going to ask you a very straight question, and you must remember that you are on your oath.
Don’t you know as a matter of fact that Sarah Debney had a miscarriage or was confined at Mrs. Jones’s house?
Witness: No. In further evidence witness said deceased told her she would rather die in the street than go home.
The Coroner: You all seem to have got that very pat. Mrs. Jones said that.

Jane Hale, midwife, Greets Green, said she saw the deceased at Mrs. Jones’s house. She did not see a baby. She
never received 10s from Hadley, but she knew that he left that sum, and witness received 5s of that amount. She
remembered the last witness coming to her house in a cab to pay her and to tell her that the police were making
enquiries. When witness examined deceased she was not pregnant; but she appeared to have been confined or to
have had a miscarriage in the previous night.

By a juryman: She had been a midwife forty-five years, and had had plenty of experience. The last witness had
only come to her house once in a cab.

Herbert Hadley, re-called, said he paid the 10s to Mrs. Hale.

Police-sergeant Salt, in reply to the coroner, said he had not been able to recover the body of the child.

The Coroner, in summing up, said he was sorry the enquiry would have to end in such an unsatisfactory manner. He
was sure Police-sergeant Salt had spared no pains to sift the matter. There was not the slightest doubt, from the
evidence of Dr. Beasley, that the deceased was delivered of a foetus, and that she died from blood poisoning arising
from inflammation of the womb. Therefore this seemed to be a verdict which they were compelled to return. With
regard to the evidence of Mrs. Jones, Mrs. Hale, and Miss Fisher, he did not believe a word they said. He believed
that the whole of the mischief connected with this girl’s death occurred in Mrs. Jones’s house; but unfortunately
could not be proved. It was only a matter of conjecture. A verdict must be returned upon the evidence, and he
advised the jury to return a verdict that this girl died from blood poisoning, caused by inflammation of the womb.
Mr. B. Hadley (foreman) thought a rider should be added to the verdict. The result of the enquiry was very
unsatisfactory. It was evident the witnesses concocted a story to bring to the jury.

The Coroner said he believed the three women who had given evidence were telling lies, and that the mischief took
place at Mrs. Jones’s house. But this was not proved, and the jury could not do impossibilities. They had examined
the witnesses to the best of their ability; and the verdict would have its effect. Police-sergeant Salt and the other



officers could take the women before the magistrates if they got sufficient evidence to warrant such a course; but
that enquiry could be carried no further.

Mr. Hadley thought the jury should say they believed unlawful means had been used to procure abortion.

The Coroner: 1 quite agree with you.

Mr. Hadley suggested that the costs of the witnesses should not be allowed, to mark the disapproval of the jury of
the manner in which they had given their evidence.

The Coroner at this stage had the three females witnesses called into the room and informed them that the jury were
very dissatisfied with their evidence, and did not believe a word that they said. They believed that the deceased had
met with some ill treatment in Mrs. Jones’s house, and in consequence died. The only way in which the jury could
mark their disapproval of the conduct of the witnesses before then was to disallow their expenses.

Mrs. Hill: That’s a very good thing to come here for.

The jury returned a verdict in accordance with the medical evidence.”

AND

“The death of the young woman, Sarah Debney, at Blackheath, under extraordinary circumstances, points its own
moral. Itis to be hoped the case is not a fair index to Black Country morals. The Court severely censured the female
witnesses for the manner in which they gave their evidence. It is a recognised maxim of our law courts that a woman
can tell a lie much better than a man. It is the same across the Atlantic. Many of the American Insurance offices
decline to issue policies to women on the ground that a female ‘insuree’ either cannot, or will not, tell the truth about
her age, her state of health, mode of life, and other particulars of actuarial importance.”

1891 Census

23, Simpson Street — BIRD IN HAND INN

[1] James Thornton (53), publican, born Oldbury;
[2] Phoebe Thornton (51), wife, born Oldbury;

[3] Amelia Thornton (14), daughter, born Oldbury:

Birmingham Daily Post 16/12/1891

“Last night Mr. E. Docker (coroner) held an inquest at the BIRD IN HAND INN, Simpson Street, touching the death
of Selina Frewin (30), wife of Walter Frewin, of Simpson Street, who died suddenly on the 12th inst.

It appeared that deceased was seized with a sudden illness, and Dr. Buttery was called in, but upon going into the
bedroom he found she was dead. Dr. Buttery deposed that he had made a post mortem examination of the body, and
found that death was due to heart disease.

The jury returned a verdict of Death from Natural Causes.”

London Gazette 5/4/1892

“Receiving Orders.

Samuel Baker. Formerly the CROSS GUNS INN, Church-street, Oldbury, Worcestershire, now residing at the house
of Joseph Baker, the BIRD IN HAND INN, Simpson-street, Oldbury aforesaid. Date of filing, 31/3/1892.”

AND

Birmingham Daily Post 6/4/1892

“The Bankruptcy Acts 1883 and 1890. Receiving Orders.

Samuel Baker, formerly CROSS GUNS INN, Church Street, residing at the BIRD IN HAND INN, Simpson Street,
both Oldbury, late licensed victualler and miner, now miner.”

Birmingham Daily Post 23/4/1892

“Yesterday afternoon a funeral which was about to take place at Oldbury was stopped by the police. Mrs. Matilda
Baker (73), widow, had been residing for some time past at the BIRD IN HAND, Simpson Street, Oldbury, with her
sons, Samuel and Joseph Baker. On the 9th inst, she visited the COTTAGE SPRING public house in West Bromwich
Street, which is kept by another son. Upon returning home she retired to bed, apparently in her usual health. Early
on the following morning she was seized with sudden illness, and vomited a great deal. A doctor was called in, but
she gradually became worse, and died on Sunday last. Owing to information given to Superintendent Speke
yesterday he made enquiries, with the result that he took possession of the death certificate, which had been obtained.
Arrangements had been made for the internment to take place yesterday afternoon, and the mourners and relatives
of the deceased assembled at the residence of the deceased for that purpose, but the ceremony had to be postponed.
The facts of the case have been reported to the coroner, Mr. E. Docker.”



Birmingham Daily Post 28/11/1893 - Advert
“Pianist — Young Lady; live in; good home; no children. IANIST. —Young Lady : live in ool oo ; i oo cbildren.—Tate,
Tate, BIRD IN HAND, Simpson Street, Oldbury.” ird-io-Fland, Kismpsoa e, Olabuty.

Birmingham Daily Post 14/12/1893 - Advert

“To Publicans and Others. BIRD IN HAND INN, Simpson Street, Oldbury.

Alford & Jones are instructed by Mr. Samuel Tate to Sell by Auction, on the premises as above, on Tuesday Next,
December 19, at Six o’clock in the evening prompt (unless disposed of by Private Treaty in the meantime, of which
due notice well be given).

The Goodwill, Valuable Lease, Fixtures, Fittings, and Utensils-In-Trade of the above Fully-licensed Inn.

The Lease has ten years to run from September 29th last, and contains a trading clause with Mr. Cox, Brewer, of
Oldbury, for mild ales only, discount 25 per cent. The rent is only £28 yearly.

Full particulars from W. G. Coulton, jun, Esq, Solicitor; or from the Auctioneers, both of 19, Temple Street,
Birmingham.”

Birmingham Daily Post 19/12/1893 - Advert

“This Evening (Tuesday), at Six o’clock prompt, on the Premises.

Sale of the Valuable Lease, Fixtures, Fittings, and Utensils of the BIRD IN HAND, Simpson Street, Oldbury.
By Alford & Jones. Auctioneers’ Offices, 19, Temple Street, Birmingham.”

Birmingham Daily Post 7/5/1894 - Advert

“Tomorrow (Tuesday) Evening, at Six for Seven o’clock prompt on the Premises.

Sale of the Valuable Lease, Fixtures, Fittings, and Utensils-In-Trade (in one Lot), of the BIRD IN HAND, Simpson
Street, Oldbury (full-licensed inn).

By Alford & Aston. Auctioneers’ Offices: 19, Temple Street, Birmingham.”

Birmingham Daily Post 21/7/1894 - Advert

“Oldbury. Tuesday Next, July 24.

Valuable Freehold Full-Licensed House, situate in Simpson Street, Oldbury.

To Brewers, Maltsters, Publicans and others.

Mr. William Hackett has received instructions to Sell by Auction, at the House of Mr. Alfred Cox, the ODDFELLOWS
ARMS, New Street, Oldbury, on Tuesday Next, July 24, at Seven o’clock in the evening punctually, subject to
conditions of sale incorporating those of the Birmingham Law Society.

All that well and Substantially-built Corner Full-Licensed House and Premises, the BIRD IN HAND INN, Simpson
Street, Oldbury, together with the House adjoining, being No.1 Pinfold Street, the whole being worth a rental of £41
19s per annum. The Licensed Premises contain large well-fitted Smoke Room, Bar, Private Sitting Room, large
Living Kitchen, two Bed Rooms, large Club Room, two good dry Cellars, Brewhouse, Stabling, and other necessary
Outbuildings, with Enclosed Yard.

The above is well worth the attention of Brewers, Maltsters, Publicans, and others seeking a good Free House, it
being well situated and near the centre of the town of Oldbury, close to large works, and in a thickly populated
neighbourhood; also possession can be arranged at once.

For further particulars apply to Messrs. W. Shakespeare and Co, Solicitors, Oldbury; or to the Auctioneer, Midland
Chambers, Birmingham Street, Oldbury, and Oldbury Road, West Smethwick.”

Smethwick Telephone 28/7/1894

“Mr. William Hackett, auctioneer of Oldbury, was successful last Tuesday evening in disposing of the fully licensed
house and premises the BIRD IN HAND, Simpson Street, Oldbury, £700 being the price realised. This is deemed a
very good figure.”



Smethwick Telephone 9/5/1896 - Advert

“Mr. William Hackett had received instructions to Sell By Auction, at the TALBOT HOTEL, Oldbury, on Wednesday
Next, May 13th 1896 at Seven o’clock in the Evening.....

Lot 1. All that Well and Substantially-built, Free Home Brewing, Full-Licensed House, and Premises, the BIRD IN
HAND INN, situated in Simpson Street, Oldbury, together with the House adjoining, being No.1 Pinfold Street, the
whole being worth a rental of £41 19s per annum. The Licensed Premises contain large well-fitted Smoke Room,
Bar, Private Sitting Room, Large Living Kitchen, Two Bedrooms, Large Club Room, Two Good dry Cellars,
Brewhouse, Stabling and other Outbuildings with enclosed Yard.

The above is well worth the attention of Brewers, Maltsters, Publicans, and others seeking a good free house, it being
well-situated and near the centre of the town of Oldbury, close to large works, and in a thickly populated
neighbourhood. Immediate possession can be given.”

Smethwick Telephone 16/5/1896

“Mr. William Hackett conducted a sale of freehold properties at the TALBOT HOTEL, Oldbury, last Wednesday
evening. Lot 1 the BIRD IN HAND, Simpson Street, Oldbury (a freechold full-licensed house), and Lot 2 (a freechold
property, Titford Road, Langley) were disposed of at very satisfactory prices.”

Smethwick Telephone 20/6/1896 Advert

“Wednesday, June 24th, 1896. BIRD IN HAND, Simpson Street, Oldbury.

Mr. W. Hackett has received instructions to Sell By Auction on the Premises, as above, on Wednesday Next, 24th
day of June, 1896, the excellent Brewing Plant and Effects, comprising 160-gallon Steel Boiler, Door, Bars, and
Settings, 80-gallon Cast Boiler, Door, Bars, and Settings, 12-bushel Mash Tub, New Cooler and Supports, Nearly-
new Refrigerator, Two Copper Sieves, Mash Rule, Wort Bowl, Large Collecting Tub, Banjo Wort Spout, Working
Tub, 120-gallon Barrel, Five 54-gallon Barrels, Lead Piping from Brewhouse to Cellar, Five Wood Spiggots,
Excellent Maltcrusher, by R. and F. Turner, of Ipswich, and numerous other Effects.

The whole on view the Morning of Sale.

Sale to commence at Eleven o’clock.

Auctioneer’s Offices: Midland Chambers, Birmingham Street, Oldbury, and Oldbury Road, West Smethwick.”

Alfred Collins — see also JOLLY COLLIER.

1901 Census

23, Simpson Street — BIRD IN HAND INN

[1] George Guest (38), labourer (chemical works), born Halesowen;
[2] Mary Guest (39), wife, licensed victualler, born Halesowen;

[3] Albert E. Guest (6), son, born Warley;

[4] Eliza Guest (19), domestic servant, born Warley:

Emanuel Love = Emmanuel Love
Emanuel Love was already in possession of the pub at the time of the Licensing Meeting on 2nd February 1909.

Birmingham Daily Gazette 5/2/1910

“Joseph James (24), a collier, and son of the caretaker of the Abbey Road Schools, Warley, was committed for trial
to the Worcester Assizes at a special court at Oldbury yesterday on charges of larceny and attempted larceny.

From the evidence it appeared that the prisoner entered the BIRD IN HAND INN, Simpson Street, Oldbury, on
January 31, and called for some ale. He was afterwards left alone for a minute or two, and then went to the KINGS
ARMS INN, Birmingham Street, where he said that he had had some money from the other public house, and
proceeded to treat all the customers, spending 4s 6d. Subsequently he went to the DOG AND PHEASANT INN,
Flash Road, and while there was seen by a servant from the scullery window to lean over the counter and interfere
with the till. When the landlady spoke to him he said he was choking, and went away. It was ascertained later that
6s 5d had been taken from a glass at the back of the bar in the BIRD IN HAND public house.”



Birmingham Daily Gazette 14/2/1910

“Worcestershire Assizes.....

Joseph James (24), miner, was charged with stealing some money belonging to Emmanuel Love, licensee of the
BIRD IN HAND, Simpson Street, Oldbury.

Prosecutor said he put 7s 4d in a jug on a shelf at 9.30. Later he missed 6s 5d.

Other witnesses stated that prisoner was at the inn, and afterwards spent 4s 6d at another house.

Prisoner now said he had never drank any beer in his life and he was not in Oldbury that night.

The jury found the prisoner guilty. Superintendent Hill said prisoner had respectable parents, who tried to keep him
from a life of crime, which he commenced in 1903. Prisoner had been charged at Oldbury Police Court several times
for offences similar to this, whilst he had also been convicted for burglary.

Prisoner said that if the Commissioner gave him three years it would be the making of him.

The Commissioner: Very well, I will. Three years’ penal servitude.”

Birmingham Daily Gazette 2/3/1910

“The adjourned Licensing Sessions for the Oldbury division were held yesterday, Mr. G. S. Albright presiding over
the magistrates. The principal business was the consideration of six licences which the magistrates proposed to refer
to the Quarter Sessions for compensation on the ground of redundancy. The houses in question were the CART AND
HORSES, West Bromwich Street; BIRD IN HAND, Simpson Street; ROYAL OAK, Park Lane; NAGS HEAD,
Flash Road; HOPE AND ANCHOR, Halesowen Street; and BOAT INN, Tat Bank.....

Mr. Albright then announced that the magistrates had decided to refer only four licenses to the Quarter Sessions at
Worcester this year instead of six as originally proposed. They would therefore renew the licenses of the BIRD IN
HAND and ROYAL OAK.”

1911 Census

23, Simpson Street — BIRD IN HAND

[1] Emanuel Love (43), drayman, born Oldbury;

[2] Eliza Love (39), wife, married 16 years, born Oldbury;
[3] Joseph Love (12), son, school, born Oldbury;

[4] Florence Love (13), daughter, born Oldbury;

[5] Fred Love (10), son, school, born Oldbury;

[6] William Love (9), son, school, born Oldbury;

[7] Elsie Love (6), daughter, born Oldbury;

[8] Mercy Willis (23), domestic servant, born Oldbury:

Birmingham Daily Post 22/9/1915

“Frank William Lloyd (28), whose address was given as Gilburn Cottages, Cheltenham Road, Gloucester, was
brought up on remand, before the Oldbury magistrates yesterday charged with stealing 4s from the till at the BIRD
IN HAND public house in Simpson Street, Oldbury.

Captain Eggerton, adjutant, 8th Battalion Gloucester Regiment, was called, and said he recognised the prisoner as
an absentee without leave from the 8th Gloucesters. He was also wanted by the military authorities on six serious
charges, and witness applied to the justices for the prisoner to be handed over to the military authorities. The Bench
acquiesced.”

Emanuel Love was born in 1868.
He married firstly Eliza (c.1895).
He was married secondly to Rebecca ‘Becky’ who died in 1956.

Birmingham Daily Post 29/7/1955

“Mr. Emanuel Love, who at his retirement six years ago was Oldbury’s oldest and longest serving licensee, died
yesterday aged 87. He started as a brewery office boy at the age of 11, and was manager of the BIRD IN HAND
INN and later the WHIMSEY INN, Oldbury, for a total of nearly 50 years. He was a noted bagatelle player and his
inns were among the last in the Black Country to have the once popular bagatelle tables.

A service at Oldbury Parish Church on Tuesday will precede interment at Oldbury Cemetery.”



Smethwick Telephone 16/7/1970

“.....Joe [Shakespeare], 67 years old and silver haired lives in Salop Road, Brades Village, Oldbury, and first took
up the secretarial pen on behalf of the Oldbury and District Flying Club in 1935. That was when the headquarters
were at the BIRD IN HAND, Simpson Street, which was demolished two years ago. The club, along with 25 others,
is affiliated to the Dudley and District Federation, and for 17 years Joe ..... was the Federation secretary too......
One of six brothers in a family of ten children, Joe Shakespeare was literally born and bred with pigeons in Albion
Street, Brades Village, just a stone’s throw from his present home. His dad, Sam, and uncle Joe, both well-known
fanciers, were always at hand with advice to the eager listener.....”

1939 Register

23, Simpson Street

[1] Joseph Grigg, date of birth 4/8,/1882, licensee, married;

[2] Elizabeth (Sarah) Grigg, dob 24,/12/1889, unpaid domestic duties, married;

[3] Alfred Grigg, dob 31/12/1906, fork setter, edge tool (heavy), single;

[4] Jessie Grigg, dob 8/8/1911, shop assistant, single;

[5] Joseph Grigg, dob 20/12/1921, mill roll turner, single;

[6] Elizabeth Grigg, dob 3/5/1924, progress clerk, single;

[7] Eric Grigg, dob 27/9/1925, apprentice plater, constructional engineering, single:

Lottie Best — see also ROYAL OAK, West Bromwich.

Birmingham Daily Gazette 21/10/1950

“The first meeting of the Oldbury and District Disabled Civilians Association is to be held at the BIRD IN HAND,
Simpson Street, Oldbury, on Monday. There have only been four replies so far to the appeal by Mr. Frank Guest, of
132, Birmingham Road, Oldbury, but he is holding the meeting in the hope that more will attend. The aims will be
to try and improve the lot of disabled civilians.”

Frank Preece was married to Freda.

It closed on 10th May 1954.
It became a WVS centre and a Darby and Joan club.

Birmingham Daily Post 30/11/1955
“Lady Reading, chairman of the Women’s Voluntary Service, opened a new district headquarters and club for old
people in Simpson Street, Oldbury, yesterday.”

Smethwick Telephone 26/2/1965

“An Oldbury councilor made a ‘Spare That Pub’ plea at the meeting of the borough council on Tuesday. Councillor
Wilfred Carter was referring to the BIRD IN HAND in the Simpson Street demolition area — a pub that is now
delicensed and used as the headquarters of 11 of the town’s voluntary welfare organisations.....”

Birmingham Daily Post 3/3/1965

“Eleven different social, welfare and charitable organisations at Oldbury have to share an old public house as their
headquarters, it was disclosed at the town council meeting last night. The public house, the BIRD IN HAND in
Simpson Street, is to be demolished soon, but no community centre is yet planned to replace it.

Coun. R. Broaderwick, Housing Committee chairman, promised that the matter would be examined.”

Birmingham Daily Post 29/5/1965

“Oldbury General Purposes Committee was told last night that the Women’s Voluntary Service will inspect the
BRICKMAKERS ARMS in Church Bridge on Monday and consider it for a new headquarters for the meals-on-
wheels service. At present the WVS uses the old BIRD IN HAND public house, Simpson Street, which is due to be
demolished.”

It was demolished in 1968.
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MW‘MYOM s Powp of teautifal Hesd Water, and
lock-
g oﬁg ‘Bx‘-’om 1s well situated, and now doing o.lgomi business,
and at the junction of Simpson Street and Pinfold Btreet, and
surrounded by Mills, and near the Bromford Ironworks, of
Jloun Dawes and Bons, Messrs. Wright and SBons, the R.uulwa
U‘n;f: Company, and the Oldbury and Bremford Lane
tion,
'z“lodinu poueuion mny be had, at a fair valnation.
W Bomrhan.hn y be had from Messrs, Hayes and
tldl 'ihh ugagl:bnrynnd Hales Owen, ; and the Auctioneer
1 ‘Weeley Street, Oldbury. 4115
1866

To BREWERS, MALTSTERS, INVESTORS, and
OTHEKS —Important and Valuable FREEHOLD
PROPERTIES, situate in SIMP3ON.STREET,
;gtlg)wsrmr. and QUEEN-STREKT, OLD-

R. R. J. COOPER will SELL by AUC-
TION, at the Tarpor HoreL, OLDEURY. on

TUEsSDAY, the 26th day of Avcrsrt, at Six o'clock im

mmh‘.nb}wi to conditions to be then produced
Lor 1.—All that truly Valnable aud Improving

FREEHOLD PROPERTY, comprising that important

and Old-established Old-licensed BUHINIBS PRE-

MISES, known as the *“ Birnx-Haxp"” Ixx,

situnte at the corner of Simpson-street and

Pinfold-street, Oldbury, now in the occupation

of Mr. Mark Gibbs. The Inn consists of

Two I.- Chambers, very large and extensive
Club Bar, Bar Parlour, tal Smoke
Room, Cooking Kitchen, , three

dhn, a model Brewery, Malt Room, Stabling,
. large Soft Water Cistern, Prmp of
Hard Water, and a Lock up Yard ; togvlhrwithﬂnt
substantial and well-b nlt FREEHOLD MESSUAGE
or D VELLING-HOUSE adjoining the above, with the
Out-houses and Premises thereto belonging. situate in
Pinfold-street, Oldbury, aforesaid.

1879

TQO PUR L.I.CMS AND OTHEERB.
" BIRD-IN-. H'A.ND INN." SIMPSON STRELET, GLDRURFY,
LFORD & JONES ate instructed by Mr. Samuei
Tate to Sell br Aoction, on the premises A3 above, on T
DAY KL‘KT December 19, av_Six o'cleck in the evening urnawt
{unless d;lap&ued of I:r ivate Treaty iu the meantime, of which due
natice wi
The GO0 DWILL VAL‘D'&B LELE FIXTURER, FITTINGS,
and UTENSBILS-IN.TRADE cl the above Fully-liceased Inn,

The Leoze has ten years to ran from Septembar 2%h last, and con-
talos a tradiog elanses with Mr. Cox, Brewer, of Uldd'l-'ll?. for mild
wles only, disconnt 28 pee ceot,  The oot is only £28 5.

Fall purticidars from W, G. Coulton, juz., Eiq., Sohumr or from
the Auctioneers, both of 19, Temple Street, Hirmnngbam, 8526

TH1IS EVENING (Tuesday), »..su oelo-cL prompt, oo the Premises,

Sal
VALUABLE LEASE, I‘IST'U'RBS EI'I‘I‘I\GS AND UTENSILS
‘Of the Fird-in-Band Jno, Sm:paanbtme' Qldbory.
ALFORD & JO

Y Q
B Auctioneers’ Offices, 13, 'I'e-mple Street, Birmingham. 3%
1893

‘TU-DLORROW (TUEhDAY! BVSYL\G at Six for Seven o'c.loelt
e e II'

Sale- of the anun.bfe L}..-&.SR FIXTURES, FITTINGS
RENSILS AR FRADE (1000 Lot) of the - BUED.IN EAND,
Jimpson _Swrees, Oldbury lml: liconsed ionj,

B ALFORD & ASTON,

Anctiopesrs’ Offices: 19 Templo Street, Rirmingham. 5565

OLDRURY.—TUFRSDAY NIXT, July M. — Vilnable FREE
HOLD FULL-LIOENSED BOD3E, :ltwats in Simpson Street
Oldbury. =Tn Brewers, Maltsters, Publicans, snd others,

‘V R. WILLTAM HACEETT bas received instruc-

4 1ians to Sell by Auction, &t th: House of Mr. Alfred Cox,
the udiafeliows Arms, New Siress, Uldbary, on TUESDAY NEXT,
July X, st Sevex oclock in the eveming punctually, zabject o
conditions of sale iacorporaiiog those of the Birmioghom Luw
Sooicry:—

O(Ji that weil and 8o m..:ml.mlly 4niit Corper FULL-LICENSED
HOCSE pvd PREMISES, “Tge Binnaw.Havp IV Simpsoo
&rreet, Oldbury, togecher with the HOUSE :sdemﬂmg beiog No. 1,
Pinfold Street, the whiole Loug worth a resial! of 241, 195, per
aonun. The Licensed Premiscs contaia Inrge well fited Smoke

o, Bar, Private Sitting Foom, Iamu Living Kitchen, wro 2ed

Rooﬂs. lacge Clob Weom, two good dry Cellars, Brewhouse,

Stabiing, and owher necessary Outbulldmgi. with Eoclosed Xarnl
Thzabove is well worth tbe aiteotion of Brewess, Malisters

Poblicans, nod others seelung'l eood Fres House, it bmug well

situstel aod near the centre of the town of Oldbury, close to large

works,'and io o thickly-populuted neighhourbood; also possessinn
can be ArrnnKed ol once.

For (ursher particulors spply to blesars. W Shakespeare aod Co,,
Solicltors, Oldbury; or fo the Acctioneer, Midland Chombers,
pirminghom Street, Oldburs, and Oldvary Road, West Bmeth-
wu::.

1894



By Mr. W. Hackett.

OLDBURY AND LANGLEY.
WEDNESDAY NEXT, MAY 13th, 1848,

IMPORTANT
BALE OF VALUABLE FREEBOLD PROPERTIES,
INCLUDING
FREE FULL-LICENSED HOUSE.

T BREWERS, MALTSTERS, PUBLICAXNSY, 'OPERTY
BuyYERSE, AND OTRERS.

R. WILLIAM HACKETT hax received instruoc-

\ tloos to BKELL BY AUCTION, at the TALBOT
HOTEL, OLDBURY, on Wednesday Next, May 13th,
1896, ay Beven o'clock In the Eveniny Punuttmlly.
subject 1o conditions of sale incorporating those of
the Birmiogham Law Society. :

Lot 1.—All that Well and Sabstantially-bnilt Free
Home Drewing FULL - LICENSED HOTUSE and
Fremises, the * BIRD-IN-ITAND " INN, situated in
SIMPYOX  STREET, OLDBURY. togsther with the
HOUSE adjoining, being No 1, PINFOLD STREET, the
whole heing worth a rental of £41 ‘1. per annum.
The Licenscd Premises contain large well-fitted
Smoke Room, Dar, Private Sitting Koom, Large
Living Kitchen, Two Bedrooms, Large Club Room.
Two Good dryv Cellars, Brewnotse, Stabling, and
other Outhaildings with enclosed Yard,

The above i3 well worth the attention of Brewers,
Maltsters, Pablicans, and others secking o good frec
house, it being well-siznated and near the centre of
the town of Oldbury, close to large works, und in o
thickly populated neighhbourhood, Immeduste
[imuesnion can be given.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 241k, 1886,
“RIRD-IN-HAND,” SIMPION STREET, OLDBURY

RW, I!ACKm-hu received instructions to
RRELL BY AUCTIUN oa the P"_? an
above, ca WEDNESDAY NEXT. ™NIA day une,
ects,

1896, the exoellest BREWING PLANT and

ocom —100-gallon Bteel Boilr, Door, Bars, and

Bet! Oast Boiler, ., Bars, and

:ttm l'l." Mash Tab, NovrCoulrr and
early-new Refrigerator, 'wo

'-mllnh Wort Bowl, Large Collect

'r':m Wort t, Working Tab, 1

Barrel, Five 54 Be Pipine {rom

Brewhouse to hr.?in“ Excellent
Iu'w-hc by R and F. muser:SIu'ﬂ.nl



BLACK BOY

5, (93), Birmingham Street (Road), (New Street), Oldbury Green, OLDBURY

OWNERS

William Powell, Birmingham Street, Oldbury
Mrs. Susannah Moore, 24, Birmingham Road, Oldbury
Holders Brewery Co. Ltd. (leased)

LICENSEES

Isaac Bassford [1851] — [1853]
Stephen Bassford [1857] - [1861]
Peter Saul [1870]

Valentine Drury [1871]

Mrs. Sarah Drury [1877]

William Barrows [1881]

William Bates (1883 - 1885);
Robert Bates (1885);

George Wilmore (1885 - 1892);
Mrs. Frances Wilmore (1892);

Leah Charles (1892);

Thomas Thompson (1892 - 1893);
George William Lea (1893 - 1894);
John George Dexter (1894 - 1902);
Ann Maria Fox (1902 - 1906):

NOTES
It had a beerhouse license.

Birmingham Journal 5/2/1853 - Advert

“Improving Freehold and Leasehold Properties, Oldbury Green, and Halesowen Street, Oldbury, Worcestershire; and
Blue Gates, Smethwick, Staffordshire.

Messrs. Hammond and Oldfield have received instructions from the Executors of the late Edward Darby to Submit
to Auction, on Wednesday, the 16th day of February inst, at the TALBOT HOTEL, Oldbury, at Six o’clock in the
evening, in the following or such other lots as may be arranged at the sale, and subject to conditions then to be
produced.....

Oldbury Green. New Street.

Lot 3. Two Freehold Public Houses, known as the DEVONSHIRE RING OF BELLS and the BLACK BOY;
together with a Retail Shop, in the several occupations of James Hulse, Ann Jackson, and Isaac Bassford; together
with the Bakehouse and Brewhouse at the back thereof, and the Right of Road down the Gateway.”



Stephen Bassford = Stephen Basford = Stephen Bashford

Worcester Journal 5/7/1856

“Worcestershire Midsummer Sessions.....

Jane Parkes, 38, tailoress, Sarah Jane Parkes, 13, tailoress, Mary Ann Hodgetts, 39, dressmaker, and Eliza Hunt, 39,
brickmaker, were indicted for uttering counterfeit coin at Oldbury on the 11th ult. Mr. Streeten prosecuted, and Mr.
Richards defended the prisoner Hodgetts.

Mary Ann Basford, wife of the keeper of the BLACK BOY beershop, Oldbury, stated that on the 11th ult, about eight
o’clock in the evening, the four prisoners came to her house; Jane Parkes had a pint of ale; Hodgetts and Hunt left
about ten minutes afterwards; one of them said they should not be long before they came back. Jane Parkes stayed
till after eleven o’clock. Sarah Jane Parkes left the house several times during the evening; on two occasions of her
return bringing with her some cakes and flowers; she gave some coppers to Jane Parkes, who put them into her
basket. During the evening the latter asked witness to give her three half-crowns for some small change, which she
did. Hodgetts and Hunt were strangers, but the Parkeses were known to witness. Hodgetts and Hunt were not in the
house during any of the transactions stated.

Mary Deakin was at her daughter’s shop at Oldbury, on the 11th ult, when Sarah Jane Parkes came in and asked for
a pennyworth of cakes, tendering a shilling in payment. Witness gave her the change, but before witness could pick
up the shilling Parkes decamped, and the shilling was given to PC Simmonds on the following morning, as
counterfeit.

On the evening in question the prisoners Hodgetts and Hunt went to another house, the BROWN LION, Oldbury;
there was a third person with them, whom the landlady, Sophia Portman, could not identify. In payment for some
port and sherry a shilling was tendered, change being given in coppers. The shilling was on the following morning
found to be counterfeit, and given to PC Simmonds.

John Smith, landlord of the CROWN AND ANCHOR, Oldbury, stated that on the night of the 11th, the prisoners
Hodgetts and Hunt went to his house, and in payment for some sherry, Hunt tendered a shilling, which witness
returned to her as bad. She then went to Hodgetts, returned, and gave witness half-a-crown. Witness afterwards
went to the PARROT ARMS, and there saw Hodgetts and Hunt, whom he asked if they knew him. They replied
“Yes.” On asking them if they recollected trying to pass a bad shilling at his house, Hunt said she did not know it
was bad. Witness gave the change for the half-a-crown to Hunt, who he believed passed it to Hodgetts.

At the PARROT ARMS the prisoners had two glasses of sherry, a shilling being tendered in payment by Hunt. Fanny
Proctor, waitress, gave the shilling to the landlord.

Sarah Jane Parkes went to the shop of Reuben Green, and in payment for some cakes produced a shilling. Green
told her it was bad, when she said she had it from her mother’s. It was returned to her. In consequence of what he
had heard, Green went to the BLACK BOY, where he saw the prisoner Parkes.

Daniel Darby, a constable, was at the PARROT ARMS, about half-past ten at night, when the prisoners came in. A
person also came in and said the prisoners had been passing a bad shilling at John Smith’s. The landlord then
produced the shilling he had taken from them, and it was found to be counterfeit. Witness then asked them how
many more they had like that; they said none — they did not know it was bad. On asking them if they had been at
Smith’s, they said they had not, but on Smith being sent for they admitted being at his house. Darby received the
shilling, and thereupon took the prisoners into custody.

PC Simmonds went to the BLACK BOY and found the prisoners Parkes there. He charged them with passing
counterfeit coin. He said he should search them and told them to get up. When Sarah Jane Parkes got up and walked
across the kitchen a handkerchief was dropped, which on being picked up was found to contain nine bad shillings
and a crown-piece. Jane Parkes gave Tilsley a small bag containing 11d. Moved her on one side and found in her
hand a purse, containing three bad shillings and five good sixpences. There was a basket on the screen, which
prisoner said at first was not hers, but subsequently said it was her daughter’s (Sarah Jane Parkes). Took them to the
station house and there Sarah Jane Parkes said she picked the handkerchief up in a field at Rowley. Hodgetts said
that Parkes lodged with her. While in the station Jane Parkes said she came from Dudley, and that Hodgetts gave
her the purse to hold for a little while.

Mr. J. M.Skarratt proved the money passed and found in the possession of the prisoners to be counterfeit.

Jane Parkes’s statement taken before the Magistrates was read, which was to the effect that she received the purse
and its contents from her daughter. The statement of the latter was that she picked the handkerchief up in a field,
but did not let her mother know anything about it.

A victualler, named Harper, of Dudley, spoke to the excellent character of Hodgetts, whom he had known for 20
years, and she had worked for his family ten years. Hunt also produced two letters as to her character.



The chairman minutely summed up the evidence, and the jury found all the prisoners guilty, but recommended
Hodgetts and Hunt to mercy on account of their previous good character.

Hodgetts was sentenced to nine calendar months, Jane Parkes to twelve months, Sarah Jane Parkes to twelve months,
and Hunt twelve months’ imprisonment, with hard labour, each.”

Birmingham Journal 26/12/1857

“Charge of Rape. Stephen Basford, a publican, keeping the sign of the BLACK BOY, Oldbury Green, was charged,
on Saturday, before R. W. Johnson and E. Chance, Esqrs, with a criminal assault upon a girl fifteen years old, named
Elizabeth Perren, on the night of Tuesday week. Mr. Plunkett was for the defence. The girl was servant at Basford’s,
and it was alleged that he threw her upon the bed in her own room, on Tuesday afternoon, and committed the assault.
On cross-examination she said she did not mention it to any one till eight in the evening, when she went home and
told her mother. T. R. Cooper, Esq, surgeon, was called as a witness, and his evidence led the Magistrates to believe
that nothing criminal had taken place, as alleged, between her and the defendant. They also thought the girl’s
evidence was not to be relied upon, and dismissed the case.”

Bells Life in London and Sporting Chronicle 30/1/1859
“Mr. Cottis of Westbromwich will shoot a match with either Hadley or Parkes, for £5 or £10 a side, at 11 birds each,
to find and trap against each other, 130z of shot. Money ready at Bashford’s, BACK BOY INN, Oldbury.”

Bells Life in London and Sporting Chronicle 3/4/1859

“Mr. Cottis of Westbromwich will shoot any man in Wednesbury or Oldbury a match, for £10 or £20 a side, and will
give Mr. Adams of Oldbury 11 birds to 10, and shoot for £10 or £20 a side. Money ready any night next week at
Mr. Bashford’s, BLACK BOY, Oldbury.”

Bells Life in London and Sporting Chronicle 22/5/1859

“Mr. T. Cottis of Westbromwich will shoot a match at pigeons with Mr. Thomas Brown of Walsall, for £10, £20, or
£25 a side; as many birds as pounds, to find and trap against each other. The match to come off at Aston Cross
Grounds, Birmingham. Mr. Cottis will be at Mr. Millington’s INKERMANN INN, Darlaston, tomorrow (Monday),
prepared to make the match and draw up articles. Mr. Adams can be accommodated on the same terms. Money
ready at Bashford’s, BLACK BOY, Oldbury.”

Bells Life in London and Sporting Chronicle 5/6/1859
“Mr. Cottis of Westbromwich will shoot a match at pigeons with Mr. Chamberlain of Derby, for £5 or £10 a side.
The match to come off at Aston Cross Grounds. Money ready at Mr. Bashford’s BLACK BOY, Oldbury.”

1861 Census

Birmingham Street on Oldbury Green — BLACK BOY

[1] Stephen Bassford (33), retail brewer and glass blower, born Bilston;
[2] Mary Ann Bassford (32), wife, born Oldbury;

[3] Isaac Henry Bassford (13), son, scholar, born Oldbury;

[4] Charles Bassford (8), son, scholar, born Oldbury;

[5] Albert Frederick Bassford (6), son, scholar, born Oldbury;

[6] Agnes Frances Bassford (4), daughter, scholar, born Oldbury:

Wolverhampton Chronicle 12/8/1863 - Deaths
“On the 29th ultimo, of congestion of the brain, aged 36 years, Stephen Bassford, of the BLACK BOY, Oldbury;
deeply regretted.”

County Express 16/4/1870
“Peter Saul, of the BLACK BOY, Oldbury, was fined 2s 6d and costs, for having his house open at prohibited hours
on Sunday week.”

Valentine Drury married Sarah Bassford on 15th August 1864 at Birmingham.



1871 Census

Birmingham Street

[1] Valentine Drury (39), beerhouse keeper, born Shrewsbury;

[2] Sarah Drury (38), wife, born Bilston;

[3] Valentine Drury (5), son, scholar, born Oldbury;

[4] Isaac T. Drury (2), son, scholar, born Oldbury;

[5] Martha Bassford (22), sister-in-law, dressmaker, born Oldbury:

Valentine Drury died in the 3rd quarter of 1874.

Birmingham Daily Gazette 22/8/1877 - Advert

“Birmingham Street, and New Street, Oldbury, Worcestershire. Valuable Freehold Business Property.

To be Sold by Auction, by Mr. H. R. Harper, at the TALBOT HOTEL, Oldbury, on Monday Next, the 27th August,
at Six for Seven o’clock in the evening punctually, subject to conditions to be then produced, incorporating the
common form conditions of the Birmingham Law Society.

All those Three (three-storied) Freehold Messuages or Dwelling Houses and Shops, with the Yards, Out-buildings,
and Appurtenances thereto belonging, situate in Birmingham Street, Oldbury, one of which is used as a Beerhouse
under the sign of the BLACK BOY, and is in the occupation of Mrs. Drury, and the others in the occupations of
Messrs. Parsons and Hawes.....”

1881 Census

93, Birmingham Road

[1] William Barrows (57), beerhouse keeper, born Wing, Rutland;
[2] Mary Barrows (55), wife, born Uppingham, Rutland;

[3] Albert Barrows (27), wagon builder, born Leicester;

[4] Alfred Barrows (18), son, labourer, born Oldbury;

[5] Ezakil Groves (24), son-in-law, glass blower, born West Bromwich;
[6] Julia Groves (24), wife, born Wassel, Staffordshire;

[7] Samuel Groves (2), son, born Oldbury;

[8] William Groves (2 months), son, born Oldbury;

[?] Henry Priest (28), lodger, wagon builder, born Bridgnorth:

Birmingham Daily Post 28/8/1883 - Advert

“BLACK BOY, Birmingham Street, Oldbury. Well-accustomed Beerhouse to Let, on the main road. Rent £18.
In-coming low.

Apply to W. H. Pass, Auctioneer and Public-house Valuer, Oldbury Road, Smethwick.”

William Bates = William Bate

Sporting Life 23/10/1883

“Mr. W. Bate, of the BLACK BOY INN, Birmingham Street, Oldbury, will match Tom Richards of Wolverhampton,
to run C. Banks of Smethwick, 120 yards, level, for £10 or £15 a-side, in one month from signing articles. A match
can be made any time by calling at the above inn. The Sporting Life to be stakeholder and appoint referee.”

Sporting Life 10/11/1883 - Advert

“Alexandra Running and Shooting Grounds, Rood End, Oldbury.

Mr. W. E. Sankey’s All England £6 10s 200 Yards Dog Handicap, on Mondays, November 19 and 26, at the above
grounds.

Final heats of the 440 yards handicap this day (Saturday, November 10).

Mr. W. E. Sankey intends reviving the above grounds with all its old sports, and will commence by giving £6 10s,
all-England 200 yards dog handicap, to be run on Mondays, November 19 and 26, 1883 — first prize £5; second £1;
third 7s; fourth 3s. Entrance 6d each (closes on Wednesday next, November 14), to be made to W. Sankey, BELL
INN, Rood End; W. Perkins, 8, Court, Lombard Street; W. Rickerby, Old Plough, Suffolk Street; H. Ellis, New Inn,
Essex Street; E. Lambeth, Castle Inn, Moseley Street; /. Bates, BLACK BOY, Birmingham Street, Oldbury; J.
Beasley, WHITE HORSE, Church Street, Oldbury.”



Sporting Life 4/12/1883

“Wolverhampton and District. Victoria Grounds, Rough Hills.

A pedestrian match, 100 yards level, for £10 a-side, was set down for decision at these grounds on Saturday evening
last, the contestants being W. Stewart and J. Green, both hailing from Wolverhampton. As the weather was
magnificently fine a tolerably large number assembled. Notwithstanding the small stake at issue both lads were
placed in clever and experienced hands. Stewart (who is a nephew of Mark Stewart) took his walks from that well-
known trainer’s, Billy Bates, of the BLACK BOY INN, Birmingham Street, Oldbury, who brought his charge to the
mark in tip-top fettle, whilst Green took his breathings in the company of Sam Oxley, of the Black Horse Inn, Bolton,
Lancashire, and, like Stewart, looked in good condition. Green had for his attendant Ben Shaw, of the QUEENS
ARMS INN, Albert Place, Wolverhampton. The track, owing to the heavy rains of Friday, was rather holding.
Betting commenced at evens (Green for choice), and at the close 10 to 8 on Green was ruling the price. Green won
the toss, and selected the side next the rails. Stewart got well away with the report, but Green remained at his mark,
Stewart running the ground over, and breaking the worsted. On the referee appealing to the starter, the latter declared
the start a fair one. The referee, Mr. S. Ward, of the COTTAGE INN, Wolverhampton, who was also stakeholder,
then gave his decision in favour of Stewart. The manager, B. Morris (alias Flesh), was starter.”

Sporting Life 5/12/1883

“Alexander Grounds, Rood End, Oldbury.

On Monday last the entertainment consisted of what should have been the first round of heats in Mr. W. E. Sankey’s
200 Yards £6 10s Dog Handicap and a 440 yards match between Hood of Birmingham and Onions of Rood End,
and a 100 yards spin between T. Richards of Wolverhampton, and C. Banks of Smethwick, for £10 a-side, the
Wolverhampton representative allowing one yard start. Both men are well known in the Midlands, and have earned
a good reputation at the pedestrian business. A vast crowd assembled, inside and outside also presented a lively
appearance with cabs, brakes, &c. Both men had had a special preparation, Richards by his old mentor Billy Bates,
from the BLACK BOY HOTEL, Birmingham Street, Oldbury, whilst Banks had been trained by that well-known
Birmingham supporter of boxers Mat Bowers. Betting opened at 5 to 4 on Richards, which was readily accepted by
the followers of Banks, who, prior to the men going to their marks, laid as much as 6 to 4 on Banks. The proprietor
(Mr. W. E. Sankey) appointed Billy Lewis, of Birmingham, to fire the pistol. At the first attempt Richards was too
anxious to start, and got over, and was penalised one yard. This caused odds of 2 to 1 to be laid on Banks. At the
second attempt Banks got away before the report of the pistol, and Richards, with the intention of catching Banks
napping, followed suit, and a magnificent race ensued, Banks winning by about three-quarters of a yard. All was
now confusion, and the starter, on being appealed to, declared it no start, and the proprietor (Mr. W. E. Sankey), who
officiated as referee, declared it no race, and all bets off. Darkness was fast coming on, and consequently the 440
yards race between Hood and Onions was postponed sine die, whilst the opening heats of the dog handicap were
postponed until Monday next.”

Sporting Life 22/12/1883

“W. Bate, of Oldbury. This well-known Midland trainer of peds and others is now host of the BLACK BOY INN,
Birmingham Street, Oldbury, and wishes, through us, to inform peds that he has ample accommodation for both pros
and amateurs.”

Sporting Life 7/6/1884

“Lyndon Running Grounds, West Bromwich, near Birmingham.

Mr. H. Mason (proprietor) and Mr. George Wilmore will give the following prizes to be run for in a 125 yards
handicap — first prize, £2 10s; second, 10s; third, 5s, on Saturdays, June 14 and 21. Entries, of 6d each, to be made
at the grounds, or BREWERS ARMS, Spon Lane; or BLACK BOY, Birmingham Street, Oldbury, on or before
Monday next; Tuesday morning’s post in time. To save disappointment, entrance money must be sent with entry, as
on no account will they be handicapped without. Larger handicaps to follow. For particulars see advertisements in
Saturday’s Sporting Life. Mr. George Wilmore, handicapper and manager.”

Birmingham Mail 8/12/1884

“Failure of a Publican at Oldbury. Today a petition for a receiving order was filed in the Oldbury County Court by
William Bates, lately carrying on the business of a beerhouse keeper at the BLACK BOY INN, Birmingham Street,
Oldbury, but now residing at No.1, Eel Street, Oldbury, bricklayer. Mr. S. H. Forrest, Oldbury, is the debtor’s
solicitor.”



George Wilmore, beer retailer, Birmingham Road. [1888]

1891 Census

5, Birmingham Street

[1] George Wilmore (44), beer retailer, born Ripple, Worcestershire;
[2] Frances Wilmore (46), wife, born Worcester:

George William Lea = George William Lee

Birmingham Daily Post 7/12/1893

“At West Bromwich County Court, yesterday afternoon — before his Honour Judge Griffiths — George William Lee,
of the BLACK BOY INN, Birmingham Road, Oldbury, brought an action against William Hackett, auctioneer and
valuer, Birmingham, to recover £52 8s 10d, which plaintiff alleged had been obtained from him by the defendant by
misrepresentation in connection with the sale of the business attached to the house named. Mr. Kettle appeared for
plaintiff, and Mr. W. Shakespeare defended.

Mr. Kettle explained that plaintiff, prior to becoming the tenant of the BLACK BOY INN at Oldbury, assisted his
father, who was a lodging-house keeper at Leicester. His father was desirous of placing plaintiff in a public house.
About the end of June or the beginning of July the father saw an advertisement in the Birmingham Daily Post of a
beerhouse, and application was to be made to William Hackett, auctioneer, of Oldbury. The elder Lee replied to the
advertisement, and asked to be supplied with particulars of the public house. Negotiations followed between the
parties, and plaintiff alleged that defendant represented that the BLACK BOY INN was a good little house, which
he (Mr. Kettle) contended was meant to convey that a good business was being done, and that it was, in fact, doing
from £6 to £7 per week. Eventually plaintiff agreed to purchase the house, and the amount claimed was the sum he
paid for taking possession with expenses.

The plaintiff and his father were called to show that there was very little business attached to the house. The elder
Lee said he sat in the house on the previous night for six hours and only sold one half-pint of fourpenny, for which
he received 1d. (Laughter.)

Mr. W. Shakespeare cross-examined both these witnesses at length with the view to show that the defendant had not
misrepresented the character of the business, and that its subsequent decline was attributable to the way in which the
house was conducted by the plaintiff.

At this point the Judge rose, and the case had to be adjourned to a date to be fixed by the parties.”

Birmingham Daily Post 25/1/1894

“At West Bromwich County Court, yesterday afternoon, before Judge Griffith, the adjourned action, in which
George William Lea, of Leicester, claimed £49 19s from Mr. William Hackett, auctioneer and valuer, of Oldbury, for
damages alleged to be have been sustained in consequence of misrepresentation respecting the sale of a public house
at Oldbury, in August last, came on. Mr. Kettle (instructed by Mr. Waldron) appeared for plaintiff, and Mr. W.
Shakespeare defended.

At the previous hearing of the case, the plaintiff’s evidence only was given, and then it was alleged that the defendant
sold the stock, goodwill, and licenses of the BLACK BOY INN, Birmingham Road, Oldbury, to the plaintiff for the
sum claimed, and that he represented it as a good little house, and that the takings amounted to £6 or £7 per week,
whereas, when the plaintiff entered into possession, he discovered that only a small amount of business was done at
the house.

Several witnesses were called yesterday in support of this, and they were cross-examined by Mr. Shakespeare to
show that the house was not conducted by the plaintiff properly and in a way likely to induce customers to visit it,
and it was further elicited that some times as much as £10, and £11 was taken in one week, and that the average
taking was from £6 to £7 per week. Mr. Shakespeare contended that plaintiff was put out of Court by his own
witnesses, one of whom admitted that they took as much as £10 or £11 per week, whilst another said the average
takings amounted to between £6 and £7 per week.

After hearing Mr. Kettle, the Judge nonsuited the plaintiff without hearing the evidence for the defence.”

Birmingham Daily Post 8/2/1894 - Advert
“To Let, with immediate possession, the BLACK BOY INN, Oldbury; free house. In-going £80.
Apply, G. W. Lee, 13, Bedford Street, Leicester.”



John George Dexter was secretary of the Oldbury Licensed Victuallers Association. [1894 /5]
John George Dexter, beer retailer, 5, Birmingham Road. [1896]

County Advertiser 17/10/1896

“At the Dudley County Court, on Tuesday, Thomas Charles, recently landlord of the OLD CROSS GUNS INN,
Cradley Heath, was publicly examined in bankruptcy before Mr. Registrar Kettle.

Debtor, who is charged with being an absconding bankrupt, attended in custody with two of the warders from
Worcester gaol. Mr. Tinsley represented the bankrupt, and Mr. W. H. Thompson appeared on behalf of the petitioning
creditors.

In reply to Mr. Jobson (Official Receiver) debtor stated that he had been a miner, and about six years ago he
borrowed £200 and took the RED LION INN, Five Ways, Cradley Heath, where he remained for about three years.
He repaid part of the money, and whilst at the public house he ran up an account with a firm of brewers. He was
paid a sum to leave the RED LION in December, 1893, but could not remember the amount.

Mr. Jobson: Have you from that date up to the present time been able to pay your creditors in full? — I think I have
been; sometimes I have been level, and sometimes I have been behind.

He took the OLD CROSS GUNS in December, 1893, and remained there until last August. The in-going valuation
was £140. Of this sum he only paid £80, some of which he borrowed, and the remainder being the money he had
received in respect of the valuation of the other public house.

Mr. Jobson: Do you suggest that you were robbed whilst at the CROSS GUNS? — Debtor: 1 do. There was £65 10s
in cash taken away at once. We tried to discover who took the money, but we could not find it.

You have suggested that it was members of your own family? — Well, I could never find it out.

How many sons have you? — Four or five.

Has there been a prosecution against you? — Yes.

When was that? — About two months ago.

What did it cost you? — About £30.

Where did you get the money from? — From my mother.

Did your creditors come down upon you when they saw that you had been convicted? — They did not interfere with
me.

Do you want the Court to understand that at that time you could not pay 20s in the pound, but that if you had sold
the lease of the house you would have had sufficient to have done so? — Yes.

What was the amount of the lease? — £170.

He believed this sum would have paid them all. He had the BLACK BOY, at Oldbury, which he carried on at the
same time he was landlord of the RED LION. He took the BLACK BOY on behalf of his son Thomas, who went
to India, taking with him some of the money. About nine months ago he took the OLD ENGINE HOUSE, Wagon
Street, Old Hill, for his son John. He paid part of the money for the license and his son the remainder, the amount
being £50. His son had repaid the money, with the exception of about £7.

Mr. Jobson: Where did you get the money from? — Debtor: From a club conducted by teachers and scholars.

Why did you leave the neighbourhood? — I went out for my health.

And whilst out for your health did you spend any of the takings from the house? — I did not see a penny.

Replying to Mr. Tinsley, debtor stated that he had about £19 or £20 when he went away.

Mr. Jobson said that certain proceedings were yet to be taken against the debtor.

The Registrar said that he did not think the bankrupt would have to appear in that court again, but he would adjourn
the case sine die.”

Sporting Life 10/1/1901

“Mr. J. H. Ellis, the honorary secretary of the Birmingham Licensed Victuallers’ Billiard League, has favoured us
with an advanced copy of the entries for this year’s competition. All the best known men in the Midlands have
signified their intention of taking part in the tournament, which promises to furnish better sport than in any previous
year.....

J. G. Dexter, BLACK BOY, Oldbury.”



1901 Census

5, Birmingham Road - BLACK BOY

[1] John G. Dexter (45), beerhouse keeper, born Great Bowden, Leicestershire;
[2] Annie Dexter (37), wife, born Wolverhampton;

[3] George F. Dexter (17), son, leaded light glazier, born Oldbury;

[4] Charles W. Dexter (15), son, assistant in chemical laboratory, born Langley;
[5] Ethel M. Dexter (13), daughter, born Oldbury;

[6] Frank Dexter (10), son, born Oldbury;

[7] Edward Dexter (2), son, born Oldbury;

[8] Walter R. Dexter (1), son, born Oldbury:

John George Dexter — see also CRYSTAL PALACE, STORES and WHITE LION, all Birmingham Street.

The license renewal was referred to the Compensation Authority on 21st February 1905.
It was refused by the Compensation Authority on 24th June 1905.

Birmingham Mail 24/6/1905

“The adjourned meeting of the Worcester County Licensing Committee was held today at the Shirehall, Mr. Willis
Bund presiding, for the consideration of licenses of houses in Oldbury which had been reported by the local justices
as not being necessary for the requirements of the district.....

In the case of the BLACK BOY, Birmingham Street, Superintendent Hill said there was no complaint. The licensee,
Mrs. Fox, said she put all her saving in the house, which gave her a comfortable living.....

After deliberating half an hour, the justices decided that all the houses brought before them were unnecessary, but
not being certain how far compensation money would suffice to meet the claims to be paid, drew up an order of
precedence in which houses are to be dealt with, houses not paid for keeping open provisionally till they are dealt
with.”

Smethwick Telephone 1/7/1905

“The adjourned principal meeting of the Licensing Committee for the County of Worcester was held at the Shire
Hall, Worcester, on Saturday, Mr. J. Willis Bund presiding. The sixteen houses reported by the Oldbury Justices were
considered, and the committee ultimately decided that all the licenses were unnecessary. As they were not aware
how far the compensation money would go, the committee arranged the houses in order, and as many of the licenses
as possible will be done away with. The order is as follows.....

10. BLACK BOY, Birmingham Street.”

Birmingham Mail 22/12/1905

“An important memorandum has been issued by the inland revenue commissioners affecting the basis of
compensation for licensed houses which have been compulsorily closed. It will be remembered that fifteen such
houses were refused the renewal of licenses at Oldbury, and the question of compensation was argued by counsel
before the Worcestershire Licensing Committee a few weeks ago. That committee intimated that the rent was the
basis upon which the compensation should be assessed, but counsel urged that this was preposterous. The claimants
preferred to leave the matter to the decision of the inland revenue commissioners. The latter have sent a letter to the
committee, upholding its view that the rent should be the basis, allowing nothing for the trade done on the premises
or to the brewers for tied houses. The Commissioners say that the computation of the sum to be paid in any case
requires the determination of three factors, namely, the value of the licensed premises, the depreciation in value of
the trade fixtures, and the value of the premises without the license. They have, as a rule, capitalised the annual
value of the licensed premises upon the four per cent basis, or at twenty-five years’ purchase, and only exceeded this
in cases where there was a distinct prospect of improved annual value, and only fallen below it where there was
evidence to suggest that the present value could not be maintained in future. They have employed surveyors of taxes
to take estimates of the probable annual value of premises when deprived of their licenses, and of the probable
number of years’ purchase of such annual value that premises would fetch, an allowance being made for the cost of
the alterations necessary to fit the premises for earning the annual value as estimated. Accordingly, although exact
figures have not yet been received, the amounts payable for the Oldbury houses above referred to may be given
approximately as follows.....

BLACK BOY, £100.”



Birmingham Daily Gazette 6/3/1906

“A meeting of the Worcester Licensing Committee was held at the Shire Hall, Worcester, yesterday, to consider the
awards made by the Commissioner of Inland Revenue, determining the amounts to be paid as compensation to
owners, holders, or others interested in the non-renewal of licenses in the Oldbury division.....

The licenses refused and the amount of compensation awarded in each case was as follows.....

BLACK BOY, Birmingham Street, £336.

The committee made awards as follows.....

BLACK BOY, Birmingham Street, £85 to the licensee, Ann Maria Fox, £150 to the registered owner, Susanna
Moore, and £101 to the lessees, Holder’s Brewery.

Payment of the compensation money was fixed to take place on March 28.”

The license was extinguished on 4th April 1906.

Birmingham Btreet, and New Btreet, Oldbury, Worcestershire
—Valuable FREEHOLD BUSINESS PRUPERTY.—Tuv be
BOLD by AUCTION,

Mr. H. K. HARPER, at the Talbot

Hotel, Oldbury, on MONDAY NEXT, the #7th August,

at 8ix for leun o'clock in the eun.l.n( puoctually, subject to

conditions to be then produced, incorporsting the cominon
form eonditions of mlﬁ:ﬁhm Law Soclety—

All thoge Three (Lhree )I"RII.HOLD ESSUAGES or

DWELLING HOUSIB and BHOPS, with the Yards,
bulldiogs, and thereto belonging, situate
Birmingham Oldb , ons of which Is ‘as & Beer-
house under the sign of emuknox,"ndhl.ulhamups-
tion of Mre. Drury and the others lo the occupations of Messrs.
Pursons and Ha
1877
MLACUK oy, Lirmingham Etreet, Oldbu